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PREFACE

The Need for Study on These Topics

Why is it important to study the selection and evaluation
of teachers? The answer 1s found in three ideas:

(a) independently considered, the selection of teachers
and the evaluation of teachers each has an impact on the
learning of school children; (b) selection and evaluation
are related to each other in such a manner that the im-
pact on learning of children 1s increased when the two
processes interact effectively, and (c) current events in
education indicate that there are forces affecting both
of these processes.

In what way does selection of teachers affect learning of
school children? The "fit" of the teacher and the assign-
ment determines the types of activities in the classroom
and the eventual learning of children. However, this
"fit" is determined by much more than a final decision to
place a teacher in a given setting, since the final choice
is dependent on what has occurred in prior stages. The
total selection process includes:

o determination of need, with an adequate specification
which includes precise information on the quantity
and quality of tasks required as well as the student
learning expected;

o recruitment, which provides a sufficient supply of
people capable of performing required tasks;

e selection, which is designed to insure a high proba-
bility that learning will occur in the classroom; and

e placement, which attempts to "fit" the person chosen
to the peculiarities of a given assignment.

Every stage of the process affects the final placement of
the teacher in the classroom, and the teacher in turn
affects the environment of the school children.

How does evaluation affect classroom learning? Basically,
evaluation provides information for making corrections if
goals are not being accomplished. For example, if adequate
classroom learning is not occurring and/or if designated
procedures are not being followed, evaluation of teachers
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does two things: (a) it indicates that something is
wrong with either the procedures or the output, and

(b) it provides diagnostic information which indicates
the potential source of the difficulty. Therefore,
evaluation provides the basic information necessary to
correct problems. Usually, correction occurs through
supervision and inservice training. If classroom learning
goals are being met, evaluation verifies this and rein-
forces continuation of similar classroom activities.
Under these circumstances, evaluation is the means for
maintaining a given level of procedures and learning
outputs.

In order to improve the operation of an organization,
some people place heavy emphasis on the selection of
personnel; others stress the training of people once they
are on the job, inasmuch as jobs change rapidly and
people adapt to these changes., There is evidence that
some teachers respond better to on~the-job training

than others (Short: 1968), and this suggests the need

to select people who are most capable of performing the
initial tasks required and who are most likely to learn
from the supervision and inservice training which will be
provided.

Since evaluation is the basis for this supervision and
training, there is an obvious interaction of selection

and evaluation, Learning of students is somewhat improved
by good teacher selection procedures; likewise, evalua-
tion of teachers improves classroom instruction; how-
ever, classroom learning is facilitated most by selection
of teachers who respond favorably to evaluation and
supervision procedures, In addition, this interaction
between selection and evaluation suggests the desirability
of using the same criteria for selection that will even-
tually be used for evaluation, and of providing informa-
tion from the evaluation process that will help to correct
errors in the selection process,

What events are presently occurring on the educational
scene that make the study of selection and evaluation
procedures important? First, the supply-demand ratio is
higher than in previous years, When the supply of

teachers is low, a district must increase its activities

in the recruitment phase of selection; whereas when the
supply is greater than the demand, the selection and place-
ment phases must be emphasized, Nationally, the present
supply-demand ratio warrants increased attention to
selection and placement.

Second, there is much discussion among educators and
citizens' groups of education's responsibility to the
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public for accomplishment of goals. Sometimes this
pressure for "accountability" is simply a guise for
reducing taxes for school support; but often it repre-
sents a sincere desire to know what tax monev is pur-
chasing and to improve the educational system so that
children learn more effectively, To know whether certain
goals are being accomplished and what each teacher is
contributing to the learning of children, it is necessary
to evaluate teachers. To evaluate teachers fairly, it is
necessary to use more effective evaluation procedures
than those predominantly used in the past. Hence, the
current increased interest in evaluation of teachers.

Intended Audience

This report is intended for use by people engaged in
selecting and evaluating teachers. Because of the
diversity of the audience that will be interested in this
report, it s unlikely that this study will serve all
people equally well., However, the report has been organ-
ized and written with the intent of facilitating its use
by a wide spectrum of readers,

Organization of Report

The report begins with a summary chapter. Very little
technical background is needed to read this initial chap-
ter, and almost anyone interested in the selection or
evaluation of teachers should have little difficulty with
the concepts. The first chapter includes an overview of
findings from current practices in education, govermmental
agencies, and industry as well as findings in the research
literature, However, its primary intent is to provide
applications for and implications of the research findings
so that the ideas can be quickly implemented in school
situations., Some readers may want to read onlv the first
chapter, or only those sections ol the first chapter which
concern them.

Chapter 2 is included for those who are interested in the
procedures used tc collect and ~nalyze the information

used in the report, It is intentionally brief, and persons
interested In additional specific information regarding
procedures are encouraged to write the Project Director.

Chapters 3 and 4 furnish detailed background information
regarding selection and evaluation processes. Some of
the conclusions stated in Chapter 1 are elaborated and
documented,
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Chapter 5 is a summary of what the research team con-
siders to be significant trends or themes in the informa-
tion acquired. This chapter 1s an attempt to view the
information from a somewhat different perspective in
order to determine how the ideas can be unified. The
terminology of this final chapter may not be as familiar
to some readers as that of the first chapter, and the
concepts are somewhat more complex than those in

Chapter 1. However, readers who are interested primarily
in applicational material may still find Chapter 5 of
interest, since it does provide a different viewpoint

to what is happening in selection and evaluation of
teachers., Those who find Chapters 3 and 4 stimulating
are also likely to find Chapter 5 of interest.

Several appendixes are provided in addition to a biblio-
graphy. The practitioner, the Board of Education member,
and the student of administration should all find the
bibliography beneficial as a source of information
regarding problems of selection and evaluation of
teachers.

The ideas within the chapters are organized around topics,
and the outline of these topics can be found in the Table
of Contents, Generally, the material regarding selec-
tinn is separated from the material regarding evaluation,
although the development of the ideas is somewhat
parallel,

A number of ways of organizing the material were consid-
ered. For example, because of the parallelism of ideas,
the processes of selection and evaluation might have been
consolidated rather than discussed separately. This would
have increased the reader's awareness (at a rather general
level) of the simila.ity of the two processes, but would
hove made it more difficult to discuss specific differ-
ences. Or, had the ideas been organized around sources,
e.g., practices in business, practices in govermmental
agencies, practices in education, research in behavioral
sciences, research in education, such an organization
would have clarified how many ideas were acquired from
various sources, but would have offered very few addi-
tional advantages.

The present organization allows a reader to quickly find
ideas of interest to him, For example, if a new princi-
pal is interested in information regarding recruiting
teachers, he will find a summary of this information in
Chapter 1. 1If he desires more detailed information, he

can look at a single location in Chapter 3, The organiza-
tion, then, is designed to facilitate the search for infor-
mation by the practitioner who is likely to be using the
report.




Format

The format of the report is also designed for easy use
by the practitioner. In addition to the subdivisions
within each chapter, the format includes the following:

Key ideas are enclosed in blocks, written in
italics.

At the end of the key idea statement within

the blocks, sources oi information are identi-
fied according to whether they initially came

from: (a) research literature, (b) viewpoints
expressed in the literature, or (c) practices
currently occurring in either industry, educa-
tion, or governmental agencies. For example
(research: Jones, 1941), or (practice: industry).

Key ideas are categorized according to whether
they are suggestions, notes, cautiomns, or
conclusions.

Arrows (E:}) or dots (e) are used to draw the
reader's attention to listings, headings, or sub-
stantive ideas,

Within the body of the text, references are made
to other sources o{ information by citing the
author and the data of the publication, e.g.,
‘(Brown, 1962). The complete information on that
source can then be found by referring to the
bibliography beginning on page 216.
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SUMMARY

The general purpose of this study was to acquire and
synthesize research and development information
regarding selection and evaluation of teachers in

such a manner that this information could be used by
practicing administrators, teachers, and board of
education members to improve school personnel practices.

There was a systematic search of the literature in the
behavioral sciences on selection and evaluation pro-
cedures. Questionnaires and interviews were used to
collect information about current practices of school
systems, businesses and industries, and governmental
agencies. Questionnaires were sent to 26 of the 40
largest school districts in the U. S. plus three sub-
urbs of each of these districts; questionnaires from
67 districts were analyzed and interviews were con-
ducted with personnel in 31 of the 67 districts. In
addition, questionnaires were sent to 95 businesses
and 19 governmental agencies; questionnaires were
analyzed from 41 organizations and interviews were
conducted with 16 of them. School districts and bus-
inesses represented all regions of the U, S.

Information from the written research and development
reports, questionnaires, and interviews were organized
so that contrasts and comparisons could be made, A
preliminary draft of this report was presented to an
Advisory Committee (consisting of practitioners and
researchers) for criticism. Following the critique,
modifications were made to assist in the application
of the ideas to current personnel problems in schools.

Results of the study indicate that school districts
vary considerably in their practices, many of them
are not implementing recent research findings, and in
general they are not using practices which industry
considers routine.

There seems to be agreemeat that:

e The reasons for establishing comprehensive
and systematic teacher selection and evalua-
tion procedures are to improve learning con-
ditions for children and to facilitate
administrative decisions.

s

@ Personnel procedures are most effective when
they are cooperatively planned by teachers
and administrators.,

xii
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@ All personnel who are involved in selection
and evaluation should understand the purposcs,
the nature of procedures to be followed, and
roles of the various people involved.

o Training in the specialized tasks of sclection
and evaluation increases the effectiveness of
personnel involved in these tasks.

e In order for selection and evaluation procedures
to continue to serve their purposes, they must
be checked periodically for sources of errors.

Six major trends or ideas seem to petrmeate both research
and practice in the selection and evaluation of
teachers:

e Examination, by a systems analysis approach, of
the functional relationships among selection,
evaluation, and supervision of teachers prevents
isolation of any one function.

® The current complex models of selection and
evaluation of teachers, incorporating criteria
that are multiple, dynamic, and specific to the
situation are more realistic and useful than
prior models.

e ''Management by objectives" can clarify organi-
zational goals and show how these goals can be
subdivided for action by work units and indi-
viduals. Accountability is facilitated by
these procedures.

e External evaluation can stimulate self evaluation,
which leads to more continual diagnosis of indi-
vidual behavior.

e Concurrent analysis of the results of product
and process in a specific situation can be used
to obtain feedback for correction of individual
problems.

e The manner in which information is managed, i.e.,
the acquisition, processing, and analysis and
interpretation of information, will affect the
quality of decisions made in the selection and

~ evaluation of teachers.

Obviously, these general trends or ideas are inter-
related; incorporation of all six in a personnel
system is not only possible but desirable.

xiii
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Chapter 1

SUMMARY OF IMPLICATIONS AND APPLICATIONS
OF RESEARCH AND PRACTICE IN SELECTION
AND EVALUATION OF TEACHERS

The estimated number of teachers in U. S. classrooms
during the spring of 1970 was just slightly less than two
million; the number of teachers hired for the 1970-71 year
is estimated to be approximately 240,000, For each
teacher hired, a number of others are considered and
rejected; each teacher in the U. S. is evaluated by some-
one, either formally or informally, and decisions are

made based on each evaluation.

CONCLUSION

Literally millions of decisions concerned with
selection and evaluation of ieachers are being
made annually in the U. S.; each decision has
a potential tmpact on school children,
(research: NEA Research Report, 1969-R14)

In order for teachers to make a maximum contribution to

the education of children, they should be: (a) selected
and placed in situations best suited for their talents,

and (b) evaluated and provided with feedback relating to
specified goals.

Suppose you had the responsibility of selecting and evalu-
ating teachers in a school district. How would you approach
the task? How would you make certain that you knew how
many teachers to hire and how to recruit them effectively?
Whom would you involve in determining what is effective
teaching? How would you organize for collecting and analy-
zing information? What strategies would you use for making
decisions? What procedures would you use for making alter-
ations in the system which presently exists?

This chapter examines these types of questions by reviewing
some of the results of research and practice and suggesting
some implications and applications of these results, The
general intent is to assist practicing administrators,
teachers, and board of education members to apply research
and development results to the processes of selection and
evaluation of teachers.
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Educational administrators are in an advantageous and
unique position to develop procedures which will use

the talents of teachers and other professional personnel
maximally. Therefore, they should be following the best
practices available for selecting and placing teachers
in situations best suited to their talents and for eval-
uating the performance of teachers with relation to
specified goals. Yet, teacher selection and evaluation
practices of many districts fall far short of the inno-
vative practices of business, industry, governmental
agencies, and some of the better school systems.

One reason for this lag is unawareness of the total scope
of promising practices that can be implemented within the
constraints of local situations. In addition, education-
al administrators are often unaware of the extensive
research in the behavioral sciences, business, and govern-
mental agencies that is directly pertinent to the selec~
tion and evaluation of teachers. Modern personnel
practices account for much of the adaptability and rapid
progress of business organization, and thesa procedures
should be applied to education where practicable and
appropriate.

Another reason for lack of innovation in the selection
and evaluation of teachers in some districts is the
absence of a synthesis of information which relates the
two processes so they can be examined simultaneously.
Since validation of the selection process depends on
data collected in the evaluation process, the standards
of teaching success in both should be compatible. Also,
the decision to place a teacher in a given position is

a part of the selection process which involves specific
evaluation and supervisory procedures. For new teachers,
the probationary period is an extension of the selection
process, during which additional data (collected for
evaluation) are available for making a decision to
retain, reassign, or release the teacher. All of these
interrelationships indicate that it is desirable to
study the two processes concurrently.

In this chapter, results from research and current prac-
tices are made available in a format that will assist
practitioners in changing procedures. The chapter is
organized in two parts: selection of teachers, and
evaluation of teachers. Each part has an abstract, sub-
divisions presenting the significance or purpcse of the
item, findings or conclusions, and implications or
suggestions for application.




£ ABSTRACT: SELECTION OF TEACHERS

—— ———,

Unless selection procedures are well organized
and executed, school districts will not attract
the number and type of applicants desired or
they will hire ineffective teachers. Therefore,
the purpose of a selection procedure is to
develop adequate ways to:

® determine specific teacher needs in terms
of number of positions and the general
nature of the positions

® determine specific teacher attributes for
each position

e recruit desirable applicants by locating
sources of supply and devising ways to
attract applications

® collect and process data from written
documents, tests, and interviews

o select and place the best-fitted applicconts

e cestablish controls over the entire process
to determine any sources of errors.

Even with a large number of applicants, one cannot
choose the best teachere without a good selection
program; however, the possibility of selecting
good teachers is greatly reduced when a district is
unable to attract an adequate supply of applicants,
stnee the output of a selection program (the tea-
cher hired) is no better than the input (the appli-
cant pool).

The information collected via written documents,
tests, and interviews must be reliable measures
of those attributes judged to be most important

as predictors of successful teaching in specific
sttuations. Further, this information must be
analyzed and interpreted correctly if good choices
are to be made. In order for a selection process
to continue to function smoothly, <t must be
checked periodically for sources of errors.
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Determination of Teacher Needs

Prior to initiating a recruitment campaign for new teachers
or any other selection activities, it is necessary to
specify how many and what type of teachers will be

needed. The purpose for doing this is to indicate
resources needed to accomplish goals of the school system.

Presently, teacher needs are generally determined differ-
ently from personnel needs in industry. Industrial needs
are based on an annual plan of operation which specifies
goals and resources needed to accomplish these goals;
teacher needs are usually based on some arbitrary pupil-
teacher ratio or extrapolation from prior activities.

SUGGESTION

School officials should consider determining
teacher needs by making an annual plan of
operation based on:

® a reexamination of goals

e a reexamination of means for accomplishing
these goals

Once the decision has been made to hire new teachers, it
is then necessary for each principal to specify the

number and types of teachers desired for his school. This
may be done on a special requisition form which includes

a brief job description to define special requirements of
the position, The decision to approve a given position

is usually made by central office personnel.

NOTE

A clear specification of desired teacher
attributes assists those who do the recruiting
and initial screening to locate and attract

the type of teacher needed for a given position.

Even with careful planning, there are times when over-
hiring occurs, i.e., when more teachers are hjired than
needed to accomplish the prespecified goals. When this
happens, consideration should be given to the following

17
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possibilities for increasing the long~range effectiveness
of the system:

® establish speclal training sessions for people
having difficulty or who need to acquire special

LK I
SAL D

e reassign certain persons on the staff to accom-
plish special needs, e.g., research, materials
development, planning, new policy development
in a special area.

Although decision problems would be created in determin-
ing who should be involved in the special activities,
this procedure is potentially more beneficial than
simply modifying the pupil teacher ratio.

Determining Teacher Requirements for Specific Positions

In the preceding discussion, it was noted that a requisi-
tion form generally includes a brief description of
speclal requirements for a position; this is beneficial
both for recruitment and for initial screening of appli-
cants. However, prior to making final decisions regarding
teacher applicants, it is also beneficial to develop fully
the teacher requirements for specific positions, which
include a consideration of:

o sjtuational factors which affect requirements
e development of a position analysis

® who should be involved

o problems of measurement

Situational Factors. The major situational factors affect-
ing teacher performance are:

e »pupil characteristics, including measures such as
attitude, interests, abilities, motivation, morale,
prior learning

e principal characteristics, including his orientation
to change, ability and interest in helping teachers,
human relations and organizational skills, decision-
making style

e colleague characteristics, including general esprit,
attitude toward newcomers and change, willingness to
help new teachers and to plan programs cooperatively.

5
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Adaptability
to
Situations

Purposes
of

Position
Analysis

The adaptability of teacher behavior to a specific
situation is important for production of desired pupil
outcomes. However, this adaptability 1is not exhibited
in all teachers. Therefore, the number of different
situations in which a teacher is effective depends on
that teacher and his adaptability. It becomes necessary,
then, to describe the general behaviors to be met by all
teachers in a given school district, yet allow for indi-
viduality ofthe persons involved. The situation must be
described fully enough that judgments can be made to
determine whether a candidate is likely to meet the
general requirements and adjust to the specific require-
ments of the position.

One situational factor which must be considered is the
degree of change which is occurring in a situation and
how much change is to be expected. It is true that

jobs change men, but it is also true that men modify
jobs; both of these factors imply there is need to
examine how the last person in a position changed it and
what effect the position had on the person. Such infor-~
mation is beneficial in making judgments regarding
individual applicants, since ignoring unique situational
factors tends to reduce effectiveness of predictions.

Position analysis. The purpose of a specific position

analysis is to gather and analyze data about the nature
of the position so the personnel worker can:

e identify what is important to teaching success—-
in that situation

e identify how these important aspects can be
measured

® communicate to prospective new teachers the major
and minor aspects of the position

e infer what information might be collected to help
predict the success of the applicant if selected
for the job.

The basic question to be answered is: ''What must an
individual do, what must he accomplish, and what character-
istics must he possess in order to be a successful teacher
in this position?" The information presented in this
section deals primarily with what is considered to be
important in teaching and what information is likely to
predict these important aspects.
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What is
Important?

Include
in the
Position
Analysis

In teacher selection, the value of teacher performance
is judged in terms of behavior of the teacher or result
of n11s behavior. In either case, there is an attempt
to predict indications of success.

If one is concerned with the result of teacher behavior,
he must decide what aspects of student gain should be
used. Should one consider habits of work, modes of
thinking, or mercly the knowledge attained? Many people
will be interested in all of these; but if this is not
specified, selection procedures can lead to poor results.

Some people have attempted to find ultimate and unchanging
indicators of successful teaching which apply to all sit-
uations. This search has been almost universally
unsuccessful, due to the fact that:

® situations differ

e situations change (and therefore the required
tasks change)

e the nature of teaching is very complex

o many different aspects of a job contribute to the
success of a person on the job

e not all of these aspects of the job are related to
each other

o different procedures can sometimes accomplish the
same results.

:> SUGGESTION

Because of the complex and changing nature of
each teaching position, an accurate and detailed
position analysis (developed for each position)
atds in making decisions in the selection of
teachers.

Such a position analysis should include:

e the general nature of the position,
including the broad goals of the system, the organi-
zational structure of the system, and the general
expectation of the teacher in and out of the
classroom

AN
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@ the static and dynamic features of the position,
including what is important at the beginning, what
is likely to change and what will affect these
changes, the nature of the students, and how the
position will be affected by other people

@ the teacher behaviors required and desired,
in the classroom and out of the classroom

@ the teacher characteristics sought,
including aptitudes, skills, social requirements,
interests, and physical requirements.

In making judgments regarding which teacher behaviors
should be specified for a given position, the following
should be considered:

e A limited number of teacher behaviors should be
identified.

@ Behaviors should be able to be observed accurately
by individuals other than the teacher, should be
specified precisely, and should differentiate
among teachers.

e The manner in which activities are organized, the
choice of content, the types and sequences of
activities, and strategies used in teaching are all
means of producing effects on learners. '

Information As one studies the types of behaviors and the character-
Used to istics needed, there should be a conscious attempt to
Predict determine what variables will help to predict which

candidates are likely to display these behaviors or char-
acteristics. In doing this, the following should be
considered:

o What information could be attained regarding the
abilities of the individual? Are there indicators
of his potentialities? What would help to predict
later development?

o What kinds of experiences can be documented and what
will various experiences indicate? Does a certain
pattern of experiences indicate a long-standing
predisposition toward certain behaviors?

o What information can be acquired regarding his
human relations behaviors? How do others view him
personally? Is he likely to get along with various
types of people?
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Ideas to
Consider

What information can be acquired regarding his
breadth of knowledge? How does such knowledge
relate to the tasks expected of him?

What is kncwn about his aspirations? 1Is he
interested only in a "job"? What is likely to
motivate him on a long-range basis?

Involvement of people. Since who 1s involved in making

decisions (regarding expected outcomes in a gilven situa-
tion and what benaviors are likely to precipitate those
outcomes) 1s likely to determine not only how good the
decisions are but also how satisfied p~ople are with the
decisions, 1t 1s very important to de.eclop a clear
strategy for involvement of people. Many times, such
considerations primarily involve a determination of
whether the principal or the central office personnel
will decide on specific expectations., When building
principals make decisions regarding criteria, there is
likely to be much more diversity in characteristics being
sought than when the central office contrels the final
determinatior,

However, the strategy for involvement of people should be
much broader than simply indicating who makes the final
decision, and the follcwing points should be considered
when cetermining what items will be included in determin-
ing teacher success and how much weight will be assigned
to each item:

parents can indicate what expectations they have for
their own children

students can indicate what motivates them and helps

them to learn

teachers can indicate behaviors desi.~ble for a
given position--and this can be doune in collaboration
with

principals, who can indicate expectatiouns for general
teaching behaviors, out-ur-classroom behaviors,
general results of bznhavior

speclalists (e.g., consultants, supervisors, depart-
ment heads) can ind cate special skills needed for
given content areas

central office administrators can indicate general
organizational expectations and long~term needs.
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Involving many people in determining what is desirable
in teaching positions is likely to help determine
teacher behaviors and student outcomes in terms that are

relevant to the specific situation, i.e., the involve-

ment of many people develops acceptable or socially valid
standards for teaching success. The criteria for success
should be acceptable to a wide variety of people who are
affected by teacher behaviors, including students, par-
ents, teachers, administrators and other members of the
community,

However, when acceptable validity is determined, it should
not be expected that this description of success will be
maintained over a long period of time. There are indica-
tions that these specifications change rather rapidly

due to changing student and parent populations, societal
changes, and changes in conditions of work due to new
technology and professional developments.

CONCLUSION

Specifications of desired student outcomes
and teacher behaviors should be reviewed
frequently with a variety of people affected
by teacher behaviors.

Problems of measurement., The problems of measuring

student o'tput are discussed much more thoroughly in
texts concerned with tests and measurements in education
and psychology, and no attempt will be made to cover this
topic here. However, certain problems encountered in
measuring student growth are worth considering at this
point.

When measures of student growth are what is desired,
what is the justification for observing teacher behavior,
student-teacher interaction, or of using student percep-
tion of teacher behavior? Perceived teacher behavior
intervenes just prior to pupil change; therefore, it is
something which might justifiably be expected to affect
that change. Based on this view, much research has been
done in the past ten years on developing observation
schemes which will accurately measure certain aspects of
teacher behavior and of classroom interaction. 1In
developing such procedures, there is an emphasis on:

e objectivity, which can be determined by using
different observers at the same time

2




Criticisms

What to
Observe

e consistency, which can be checked by asking the
same observer to observe the same phenomenon at
different times (this requires recording the
phenomenon on audio or TV tape, or filming 1it)

e accuracy, which involves using different observers
at different times (with the same observable sets).

In any case, it is necessary to develop not only an
abi.!*y to measure, but a willingness to measure teacher
behavior as well., Unless those responsible for measuring
teacher behavior are actually willing to spend the time
necessary to measure accurately and reliably, the develop-
ment of procedures is futile,

Although observation techniques have been developed con-
siderably during the past years, they are still criti-
cized by many because:

e There is no general consensus of what good teaching
is

e The situation is artificial with an outside
observer

e Adequate observation is expensive.

However, each of these criticisms has been adequately met
with counterarguments, and observation of classroom
procedures is the best route to adequate diagnosis of

why certain procedures yield specific results in lccal
situations, Without adequate information regarding pro-
cess in the classroom, teachers may make changes when
they are not warranted or not make changes when they are
needed.

What should be observed in a classroom? It is generally
1greed that the following should be observed:

e teacher characteristics
e content being taught
e teaching strategies which are: (a) specific and

unique to the content, and (b) general, i.e., not
specific to the content bedmg taught.

11
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The content being taught and the teaching
strategies being used may be determined by
the behavior of the teacher; however, the
teacher characteristics must be inferred
from the behavior exhibited.

The last note is cocncerned with the distinction between
patterns of instruction being used by a teacher and the
teacher as a person. Notice that both depend on observa-
tion of the behavior of the teacher, but one must be
inferred while the other is observed directly.

In considering observation procedures, it should be
emphasized that intermediate criteria (such as teacher
behavior, which intervenes just prior to pupil learning)
are significant only as they are relevant to the ultimate
goal (generally some change in behavior, or eventual
behavior, of students). What is ultimately desirable
must always be determined on rational grounds, i.e., via
judgment of some individual or group.

Recruitment of Teachers

Recruitment of teachers includes all activities that are
used to encourage teachers to apply for positions. Many
people misuse the terms '"recruitment" and "selection'" by
considering them as synonyms; for example, when they say,
"There is no teacher selection problem now--there are
plenty of teachers available,'" what they resally mean is
that the aspect of recruitment (which is only one part of
selection) which requires that an adequate quantity of
applicants be available does not appear to be a problem.
Sometimes these people even overlook other problems of
recruiting, e.g., adequate guality of teachers and number
of teachers will special skills or background.

When a surplus of teachers exists, school systems empha-
size rigorous selection procedures. However, when there
is a slicrtage of candidates, school systems must develop
and maintain an effective recruitment program as a
prerequisite to good selection.

In order to attract an adequate number of well qualified
teachers, it is necessary to establish good public rela-
tions procedures throughout the selection process. Since




Guidelines

Cost
Analysis

applicants form definite impressions and may become
"recruiters" for the school system even though they

are not hired, there should always be an effort made

to show potential applicants that the district has some-
thing to offer now, in the near future, and in long-term
career goals. They should be made aware of the profes-
sional possibilities for growth and successful fulfill-
ment of gcals. In addition, throughout the selection
process, one should:

® show consideration for all applicants and avoid
any practice that i1.ight create 111 will

e not create false hopes
e develop ways of saying ''mo'" that are sincere and
yet as unobjectionable as possible

e show interest in professional development of
applicants and in their being placed in the
position which is most advantageous to them.

Specific guldelines which districts have found to be
helpful in recruiting teachers include:

@ Devise ways to help placement directors get
acquainted with the school system

® Provide personnel and curriculum materials to
'college and university classes as a means of
getting students acquainted with the school
system

e Develop ways to contact and communicate with
experienced teachers

e Use multiple media teaching procedures to
acquaint applicants with details of the system

e Explore unusual advertising means to attract
specialized personnel

Some recruitment procedures cost more than many school
districts want to spend on this aspect of selection;
however, industry generally spends considerably more
than schools on recruitment and considers it money well
spent because of reduction of turnover and higher
productivity. The cost of hiring the wrong candidates
can be higher in terms of supplementary training, wasted

13
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salary, adverse public relations, and lost productivity
than the cost of more extensive recruitment.

[ SUGGESTION

School districts should analyze the results of
their recruitment programs as well as the costs.
Increased initial costs may produce a more
effective recruitment program which establishes
better long-range results and reduces costs
through smaller turnover.

Collection of Information

The primary sources of information for the selection of
teachers include:

@ written documents, including letters of applica-
tion and inquiry, the rééumé, application forms,
recommendations, placement office materials, and
certificates

e interviews

e tests, including paper and pencil, and situatio~nal--
such as those which require performance assessment
in simulated situationms.

Although many of these sources have proved to be bene-
ficial to specific school districts and businesses,

local school districts should conduct research to justify
the use of any of these sources of information for
predictive purposes in the local situation.

The general sequence used in collection of information
regarding candidates varies considerably from district

to district and from business to business. This sequence
is affected by policy regarding the degree of central
office control of decision making. The functions of the
central office and the school building personnel are
different; for example, the central office personnel are
responsible for coordination of the procedures used
throughout the organization, If uniformity of procedures
is desired, they must initiate procedures to produce this
uniformity (however, this does not mean that they must
collect all information). Building personnel, such as
principals, are in a better position to relate to the

27




A Caution

Format of
Information

personal concerns of the applicants; consequently, they
are involved at different times in order to perform
functions related to their peculiar contributions.

If candidates are screened out of consideration before
all information has been collected on them, i.e., if

a "successive hurdles" strategy is used, selection
instruments which provide rough screening of applicants
should be used first and those which provide finer
discrimination among candidates should be used in later
stages of selection., Also, cost should be considered in
determining sequence of data collection. For example,
if an application form can be used inexpensively as a
rough screen, the applieant pool can be reduced before
using the more expensive technique of interviewing for a 9
finer discrimination among applicants.

NOTE

There is a need for more definitive information
on the costs of different data collection
devices and their contributions to diserimina-
tion among applicants.

When an item of information is used to eliminate an
applicant, one should be certain that the predicted
behaviors are actually necessary to the teacher's satis-
factory performance; further, the behaviors should be
necessary for initial work rather than behaviors which
can be attained after the position is taken. For
example, assume that extremely good organization is
considered necessary for success in a particular position,
and evidence from practice teaching indicates that a
given applicant is not very well organized, An error
might be made in immediately eliminating such an appli-
cant, since he might respond favorably to assistance
once he has been hired, This might be especially true
if his attitude and interest are good, but he has had
little prior assistance or training.

Since research indicates that the format in which informa-
tion is presented can improve decisions, school district
personnel should examine ways to improve presentation of
information to the person making decisions,

e Small schools may use a combination of a visible

card record file and a summary document which
have been compiled by hand.

15
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e Larger districts may use a computer to prepare
summary documents and status reports on
applicants.

® Medium~size districts may share computer
services in cooperation with other districts.

As information is being examined (regardless of the
source), personnel men in business and industry,
governmental agencies, and school districts consider the
following as negative information and the person who
exhibits them a poor risk:

® negative attitudes toward supervisor and
organization

® excessive illness or tardiness
® poor strength or energy

@ poor motivation as indicated by a need for a lot
of follow-up or a need to be pushed to do a job

e slow learning as indicated by a lot of mistakes,

trouble understanding instructions, impulsive
actions, or unwillingness to think independently.

Written documents. Letters of application (some of which

include a rééumé) are often received on an unsolicited
basis. A well-formulated procedure for handling such
letters 1s needed; the following are suggestions developed
from practices in schools and businesses:

e Acknowledge all letters, provide specific informa-
tion

e If no vacancy is available, inform the applicant

@ If you keep names on file even though there is no
vacancy, acquire the completed application blank
in order to make an initial screen

e If the applicant comes in personally, let him complete
an application blank, interview him briefly and let
him know what procedures will be followed.

Businesses and industries use the application form (and
the personal history record) to predict job success much
more than schools; in many cases it has proved to be a
beneficial aid.

00
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3 SUGGESTION

School districts should capitalize on the
potentially beneficial predictive information
contained in the application form,

In school personnel selection, application forms tend to
be lengthy and contain much information that is not used
for prediction purposes. Sometimes this length is due
to the fact that a general purpose form is used for

all applicants for all positions., Industrial organiza-
tions tend to devise forms for specific positions in
order to reduce the time spent by applicants in completing
the form and to make it more usable for prediction. The
implication of such procedures 1s that local districts
should investigate the possibility of devising different
forms for different types of positions, e.g., secondary
and elementary teachers, or team teachers and self-
contained, etc.

References Application forms and documents from placement offices
and Recommen~ generally have a place where references may be listed;
dations these references are usually asked for recommendations.

Likewise, immediate past employers are usually asked for
recommendations. Two methods are used for checking
references:

e written (most businesses and many school districts
have a checklist of items for which information is
to be provided)

e telephone or visit (many businessmen use a form to
record the information acquired). The benefits of
the telephone check are that it saves time, reduces
ambiguity because of the two-way conversation,
amplifies incomplete or unfavorable information,
and is often the easiest way to get to a supervisor
(especially where mail is shunted to a central
personnel office).
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Industry checks references before an applicant
is employed, generally obtaining information
from the immediate supervisor rather than the
personnel office and checking on:

e strong and weak points of applicant

® how he performed on prior jobs

o why he left prior position(s)

e work habits.

Problems Although recommendations by persons who know the
applicant well can be a good source of information,
there are problems which can reduce the benefit of
recommendations for predicting performance. Among
the problems are:

o non-discriminating descriptions

e validity varies according to source (especially
in terms of how well the individual is known)
and according to the quality of the description

e descriptions often include mainly conclusions
rather than information regarding performance
in specific situations.

Suggestions Since these problems with recommendations exist, most
businesses and schools have taken steps to remedy some
of the problems, Among the most useful suggestions are
the following:

o Inquire only about those qualifications that are
most important.

o Seek information from a variety of sources,

@ Clarify who is seeking the information and how
the information is to be used.

e Provide information to the reference regarding
the position to be filled.

18
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Purpose of
Interviews

Variation
in
Interviews

® Seek specific information regarding behavior and
results of behavior as well as the c¢xact nature
of the prior position,

® Seek information regarding the conditions under
which the respondent observed the applicant,

Interviews, Interviews have two purposes: to acquire

information from applicants and to provide information to
them; the type of information being sought and provided
determines the structure and cont2nt of the interview.
For example, if the supply of teachers is scarce, much
more time might be spent on '"selling'" the applicant on
the job than when the supply of teachers is greater.
Also, some time might be spent in each interview giving
the applicant information about the position and working
conditions, since it is beneficial to create goodwill
toward the school district even if the applicant is not
selected,

Because of differences of emphases on collecting informa-
tion and providing infurmation to applicants, considerable
variation exists in interviewing practices throughout the
country. These differences exist in:

® =structure, ranging from very flexible to highly
structured interviews with questions determined
prior to the interview

e number of interviews which each applicant must
have prior to hiring and the sequence of these
interviews

e use of group interviews (primarily used by
industry)

o variety of people who are involved in interviews,
ranging from students to citizens' groups, with
a general increase in the use of teachers and non-
professionals

o amount of training given to interviewers

o relation of written information to interview (some-
times ignored prior to interview, sometimes studied
carefully.)

e how interview information is analyzed (sometimes done
immediately by interviewer, sometimes later by
another person).

19
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Research does not provide definitive information
regarding all aspects of interviewing; however, it does
indicate that when the objectives of the interview are
vague and ill-defined and when no form is given to the
interview, there is 1little reliability or validity to
the conclusions reached,

SUGGESTION

When developing interview procedures, care
should be taken to define objectives care-
fully and to specify the type of structure
which will be used.

The stress interview provides a particular type of
structure and attempts to simulate tensions similar to
those on the job in order to observe the applicant's
tolerance for strain., Research does not show that the
stress interview is any more successful than any other
type. Since the stress could have an adverse effect or
the applicant and therefore affect recruitment, it is
suggested that any district which desires to try the
stress interview develop careful plans for implementing
the procedures, Further, research should be conducted to
determine the effect of the interviews on applicants who
are hired and rejected as well as the effect on selection
success,

Most interviewers combine directive questioning and non-
directive procedures which use broader, open-ended
questicns., Following are general guidelines used by many
organizations:

e Put the applicant at ease by asking scme specific
questions and getting him to talk.

e Never criticize or register disapproval; do not
give applicant indications of what you consider to
be a good response to a quastiorn.

o Ask some questions which require the applicant to
structure his own response and resist talking
during pauses to give him time to reflect.

e Keep the interview focused by restating questions
and be alert to areas that need additional probing.

e Allow sufficient time for each applicant to acquire
adequate information about the position,

re




® Provide information in written form the applicant
to read prior to the interview to save in‘'erview
time for questions,

Errors in Research shows that several types of errors can be made

Questioning in interviewing. One source of errors is the type of
questions used and the manner of questioning; some of the
more common errors of questioning include:

”_VeS” or ll110l|

e asking questions which can be answered
e unimaginative questions
o leading questions

e questions which reveal interviewer's attitudes

® questions which have bccu answered in written
documents

® questions which do not relate to the task at

hand.
Other In addition to errors of questioning, most other errors
Errors which adversely affect the interviewing process are

related to the judgment of the interviewer. For example,
research has shown that relatively minor items may
influence the interviewer unduly. Such items as a super-
ficial resemblance of the applicant to someone the inter-
viewer has known in the past, a reaction to nervousness
on the part of the applicant, a fear of weakness in the
applicant, a projection of interviewer characteristics
into the applicant, or empathizing with the applicant may
bias the interviewer, When this occurs, it implies that
the interviewer needs training and practice, and informa-
tion should be fed back into the system so that corrections
may be made.

Research In addition, there is a need for research information
Needs regarding the type of people who can make good judgments,
when these people tend to reach closure on these judgments,
and how others can be taught to make retter judgments.
Mauy people helieve that they can make good judgments
about other individuals in a very short time; but research
has not substantiated this for most interviewers.

21

ERIC o
B T A L i L s VR o




&

2

Selection
of Inter-
viewers

Training
Interviewers

E:)

Summary
Regarding
Interviews

22

SUGGESTION

Not all people are equally adept at intzrvieving.
When selecting interviewers, the following quali-
fications should be considered:

e alertness to cues

o ability to make fine distinctions, per-
cetve accurately

o ability to make <immediate and accurate
records

e willingness to use eriteria established
by the organization

e ability to suppress biases

™n addition to selecting interviewers carefully, atten-
{ ion should be paid to providing them with training and
practice, Smaller school districts frequently involve

principals in interviewing.

SUGGESTION

Regardless of the size of districts, when
prineipals are involved in interviewing,
school districts should consider following

the general practice of industry (and of

some school districts) of providing relatively
extensive training in itnterviewing procedures.

In summarizing informatior. regarding interviewing, it can
be said that no generalizations can be made as to the
"goodness'" of interviews because the interviewer 1s part
of the measur®ng instrument as he judges each candidate.
In fact, the validity cf interviews is frequently challen-
ged by research results which indicate that not all inter-
viewers are good., It appears that the validity of the
interview depends on the skill of the interviewer, the
situation, and the nature of the applicants. Training of
interviewers has been effective in preventing eirors and
increasing discrimination of interviewers, but additional
research on the effect of the interview, separate from




How Good .
Are Tests?

Factors to
Consider

that of the interviewer, should help to improve the
effectiveness of the procedure.

Q SUGGESTION

In developing local interviewing procedureas,
there is a need tu:

e develop ways to test interviewing skill

@ seclect those who seem to do intervieing
well

e develop means to train interviewers Lu
helping them to acquire information (a
measuring ac*), process information (Dby
analysis anc interpretation), and eval-
uate information (in terms of pre-
determined standards).

Tests. Paper and pencil tests are used much more by

businesses and industry than by schools, but industry
does not use as many tests with professional level
people as with other employees. It is generally agreed
that paper and pencil tests which are used for selection
purposes are neither good nor bad, but that they should
be selected in terms of what they will contribute to a
decision in a local situation. This means that one
should determine whether the test has a proved relation-
ship to specific job success, since otherwise hiring
high scorers may simply result in hiring those who are
good test performers.

Factors to consider in deciding whether to use paper and
pencil tests for selection purposes include:

o potential contribution to the selection decision
e impact on potential applicants
e impact on ewployee morale

e cost

23




C) SUGGESTION

One should always weigh the potential <improvement
of the prediction of success or failure against
the increased coet of testing.

Assessnent A relativel, recent development being used by business

Centers and industry to appraise a candidate's potential for
success is the assessment center approach. This procedure
combines simulation exerclses, observation of behavior in
small groups, writing, problem rolving, and paper and
pencil tests,

For example, the popular "in-basket'" test, which presents
the candidate with a typical day's problems, not only
probes his technical knowledge and his familiarity tith
company policy but also his ability to plan his work, to
deal with emergencies in the absence of his superior, and
to delegate or postpone solution of less important prob-
lems, In industry, assessment centers are often used to
test employees for ''management potential." The procedure
has met with some success in industry and has shown enough
promise to merit investigation for possible application
in education, especially by large school districts and
colleges of education.

Decision Strategies

Institu- The first idea which must be grasped by a person making
tional teacher selections is that he is involved in making insti-
Decisions tutional decisions; difficulties arise when this fact is

overlooked, Institutional decisions employ a common
value system for a set of decisions and an attempt is
made to use the same criteria over a sustained period of
time.

) CAUTION

When decision makers allow the value system

of the applicant to sway their judgment
regarding organizational needs, their decisions
are likely to be inconsistent and not as bene-
fieial to the organization.




Sequential
Hurdles
Strategy

Involving
People

For example, if a given applicant does not fit the job
particularly well but has a great need for a job and is
willing to take risks with regard to his own sucress,
there may be a tendency to hire the individual out of
sympathy for his need. However, unless the extra motiva-
tion (which might be indicated by the need of the appli-
cant) compensates for other shortcomings which are
evident, the decision t» hire this person might not be

in the best interest of *“he organilzation.

Most strategies for selecting teachers allow decisions to
be made at several points during the selection process,
including any of the following:

e preliminary interview

e application form

® tests

e idnterview(s)

o check of references

e written records of background

® discussion with principal

® physical examination

e certification
Although decisions may be made at any of these points,
usually the decision is either not to hire the applicant
or to continue seeking additional information. In effect,
the strategy is a ''sequcatial hurdles" approach, with the
decision to hire the individual being made only after all
information has been collected.
It seems relativel; obvious that a number of people might
be involved in making decisions regarding applicants at
the various steps indicated above. The initial screening
may be done by one person or one group, while the final
judgment might be made by another. Likewise, the decision
of fitness for hiring may be made by one individual, while
the decision about placement may be made by another,
Selection of teachers is a major personnel function; how

it is done affects relationships with staff, students,
and parents. The function of selection of teachers is
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too important to not be systematically planned and well
executed; therefore, one person in each school district
should have the responsibility for organizing, coordina-
ting, and directing the selection process. In larger
districts, this is likely to be a full time position for
an assistant superinteuadent or personnel director, where-
as in smaller districts one person might have this as one
of his several assiguments.

e The important point is that poor selection
procedures should not be allowed to develop
because of a lack of specification of who
should be responsible for the function.

Since the selection process is not a single-phase opera-
tion (it consists of much more than simply making a choice),
one of the major responsibilities of the person in charge
of selection is to determine who should be involved in

what phases of the selection process and what should be

the sequence of activities.

When a person is hired for a specific position, no
separate strategies for placement are necessary; but when
teachers are hired into a "pool," special placement
strategies are neczessary. Such strategies in use in
public schools include:

e central office makes the placement decision

@ central office makes the placement decision on
approval or recommendation of the principal

® a committee makes the placement decision

e the applicant has the opportunity to make a
choice and be arproved by the principal.

The decision of who is the most suitable of a number of
applicants is a different decision from the one to make a
job offer. The first decision involves predicting how

each of a group of applicants will perform in a given
position; the second involves predictions regarding whether
applicants will apply and whether certain other applicants
will accept the job if it is offered. The following points
should be considered in making job offer decisions:

o Are better applicants likely to apply within
the time period when an offer should be made?




e If other applicants do apply, what is the likeli-
hood that this position will be attractive to
them?

e Should multiple offers be made?
e Who will decide when to make an offer?

Errors by In making decisions about the selection of teachers, a

People number of errors may be made related to the interpreta-
tion of data. Some of these errors are due to the people
involved, while others can be traced to faulty organiza-
tional procedures. Those which are most likely to be made
by people include:

o errors of rating such as lenilency, halo effect,
contrast, and central tendency

e errors of logic

e cerrors of rationality, including faulty rating,
confounding, overgeneralization, and premature
closure.

Some of these errors may be reduced by training, but much
research needs to be done to determine how to reduce human
error in decision making. Other errors by people may be
reduced by selecting people who make fewer of these types
of errors.

trocedural Poor organizational procedures can contribute to errors in:

Errors
e human relations, such as careless treatment of

candidates

e decision making strategies which overly depend on
expert opinion, which misjudge job requirements,
or which overlook the need to select people com-
patible with personnel within the organization

e policy, such as that which makes stop-gap appoint-
ments

e communication, because of inade-ua.e means to process
applications and documents.

27
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c> CONCLUSION

On the basis of the research conducted to dcte,
the following conclusions appear to be justified:

e Training and experience of the decision
maker influences his interpretation of
information.

o Ability to interpret data is not related
to sex.

e More accurate judgments are made by those
who do not become emotionally iwmvolved or
who are soctally detached.

o Use of multiple raters tends to improve
predictions.

o The selection decision is improved by
using a single page summary document
and by providing instructions on how to
process information.

Controls of the Selection Process

To control the teacher selection process, it is necessary
to analyze sources of error and initiate procedures to
eliminate errors. In most cases, errors result from
improper goals, inadequate procedures, and/or improper
implementation of procedures. Since errors may occur

at any stage in the selection process, a periodic exami-~
nation should be made to determine if the process is
functioning well at each of the following stages:

e determination of teacher need
o determination of teacher attributes desired
® recruitment
@ collection and processing of data
e making predictions
e developing strategies for choices
e final selection

28 e placement.
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In addition to checking errors, one should also examine
outstanding successes in an attempt to determine what
procedure was used, how the predictions were made, and
who was involved. Successful selections may yield as
many clues to proper functioning of the selection process
as errors.

To investigate possible alterations in the implementation
of the total selection process, one should examine the
collection and processing of data by looking at:

e case of administration of information collection

e ease of scoring of tests or of rating of observa-
tions in interviews or written documents

e case of interpretation and epplication
e reasonable rost
@ proper construction of records, instruments.,

Measurement specialists caution that there is no such
thing as general validitv for any measure, since its
usefulness has to be proven for every situation in which
it is to be used. Research indicates that correlations
among two or more variables tend to change from time to
time because of the fact that both working conditions
and personnel in schools change.

CONCLUSTION

The implication of research findings and
advice from measurenent specialists is that
any measure of success of a selection process
18 likely to be only temporary. Ihis means
that the value of the procedure should be
checked periodically.

Finally, it should be emphasized that the ultimate value
of a district's selection prccess depends on how well it
predicts the success of teachers in meeting a given school
district's needs. For this reason:

e Objective investigations must be conducted at the
tocal level to determine the effectiveness of the
selection process.

(8]
(Ko}

T S EEEEEEEEEE————..S, S




el

30

Local districts cannot depend entirely on research
conducted outside the district to evaluate their
selection procedures (since general research gives
clues to what might be tried, but can not tell what
is actually effective in a given situation).




E> ABSTRACT: EVALUATION OF TEACHERS

The reasons for establishing comprehensive and systematic
teacher evaluaticon procedures are to improve learning con-
ditions for children and to facilitate administrative deci-
stons. Evaluation procedures are most effective when they
are cooperatively planned by teachers and administrators
who receive u..”.stance from specialists, consultants,
parents, and students. ALl personnel involved should
understand 1 he purposes of evaluation, the nature of the
procedures, and the roles of the various people involved.

The purposes °f teacher cvaluation includz:

e to improve instruction

to reward superior performance

to supply information for modifying assignments

to protect both the individual and the school syster
to validate ihe selection process

to provide a basis for career planning of “he teacher
e to facilitate self-evaluation.

C 0 % Q0

Evaluators should be well trained to assist in the follow-
ing stages of the evaluation process:

goal setting conferences

observation and information collection
post~observation conferences, communication
decistion making

o assessment of the evaluation process.

Problems are encountered in teacher evaluation when there 7s
an emphasis on fault-finding rather than helping teachers;
when prejudice, bias, and poor judgment are used in collecting
and analyzing information and when communication is not open
and honest. The most effective evaluation plan is ore vh-ch
contributes to higher teacher morale and improves learning
conditions for boys and girls. Questions discussed in the
following pages include:

e Vhat are the implications of multiple purposes for
evaluating teachers?

o l/ho should be involved in planning for evaluation?

e Who should determine teacher behaviors desired
and learner outcomes desired?

e I/ho should be involved in evaluating teachers and
in what vay?

e How should evaluators be trained?

e lhat problems should be avoided?

e ['hat decisions should be made on the basis of

_ evaluation?

: e Jlow can the evaluation process be analyzed for

~ improvement?

31
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Goal-Setting Conferences

It is assumed that the teacher evaluation process consists
of the following stages:

e goal-setting conferences

e observation and information collection

® post-observation conferences, communication

e decision making

e assessment of the evaluation proccss
What is necessary to establish effective goal-setting
conferences with teachers? 1t seems reasonable to con-
sider the following in preparing for meaningful confer-
ences:

o what evaluation is ar-! wha® it is not

e how the total evaluation program should be pTanned

e what purposes for evaluation are

e what problems are likely in teacher evaluation

e how evidence for determining when deisrable out-

comes occur can be established.

What is Evaluation?

All teachers are evaluated. Regardless of how formal the
system for evaluation is, what evidence is coliected or
analyzed, how often formal reports are written, teachers
are evaluated and they are evaluated rather often. They
are evaluated by students, parents, other teachers, admin-
istrators and supervisors, and the public. The question
is not whether teachers should be evaluated, since this
cannot be avoided; rather the question is how systematic
the evaluation should be in order to be most effective.

This is the question facing administrators and teachers:
how can aut evaluation system be designed in order to he
effective? Effectiveness must be in terms of certain
purposes desired for the school district: and the design

of the evaluation syster should include some way to collect
and process information, a wav to communicate with peon’'e
concerned, and ways to make decisions and assess how we’l
the evalrvution system works.
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Yet, evaluation is a nebulous problem. It is difficult

tuo grasp in its entirety, a little different from school

to schcol and from district to daistrict, Because of this,
some peuvple approach the problem with the attitude

Charlie Brown expressed in a Peanuts cartoon. The uialogue
was as follows: T

Lucy: How are you doing in school these days,
Charlie Brown?

Charlie Brown: Oh, fairly well, I guess...I'm

-

having most of my trouble in arithmetic.

Lucy: I should think yoa'd like arithmetic.
It's a very precise subject.

Charlie Brovua: That's just the trouble. I'm
at my best in something where . he answers
are mostly a matter of opinion,

Precision Many pecple cinsider the evaluation of teachers to be just
that: mostly a matter of opinion. The problem underlying
this viewpoint is tue question of precision--how precise
a pr.ncipal desires evaluation to he, how precise the
superintendent and school board desire evaluation to be,
and how precise teachers desire evaluation to be. What
are some of the implications of varying degrees of pre-
cision?

An Example For example, suppose you wanted to measure the length or
the circmference of a small object. Three different tools
might be used: a piece of string, a ruler, or a micrometer.

The string has obvious advantages and disadvantages: it
is cheap, plentiful, easily available, expendable, and
easy to use or exXplain to an untrained person. On the
other hand, it tends to wear out and stretch with age and
use, it lacks accuracy bocause of iss relative elasticity,
an¢ difrferant people tend to s-retch it to differing
lengths when they use it for measuring.

The ruler has definite advantages over the string: it does
not stretch (increasing what is called the reliability of
the meacurement) and it tends to last lorger thaw che
string. however, rules are not so available as string,

and untrained people make mistakes with them.

The micrometer is much more expensive than either of the
other tools, is less accessiblz, and is difficult for

33
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some people to use. Yet, it hae an accuracy that is
necessary for some jobs—-an accuracy that cannot be
obtained with the other tools--and in the hands of a
‘rained operator it is seldom misused.

The analogy to measurement in the evaluation process
appears clear. Some measurement devices have character-
istics similar to the string;others, while more accurate,
have some of the disadvantages of the ruler; while still
others have the specialized uses of the micrometer.
Therefore, measurement devices and procedures are chosen
according to how precise one desired to be, and what types
of resources are available; consiierable precision can be
obtained if it is desired.

Definition Note the distinction hetween measurement and evaluation.
"Measurement'" is many times used synonymously with
"assessment" and is related to the quantified or quasi-
quantified description of events, behavior, or outcomes.
However, evaluation (in tiie context of evaluating teachers)
has to do with judgments relating te the '"goodness' of
teacher behavior and/or results of that behavior in light
of agreed-upon objectives. These objectives usually are
approved (either tacitly or explicitly) by a particular
school system and commuunity, giving the objectives a type
of social validity for that community.

Evalu~tre There is a difference between assessing or evaluating the
Program or program of a school o1 a school system and evaluating the

Individuals? individuals who contribute to that system. The former
attempts to look at the output of the total system; the
procedures used to accomplish those outcomes, and the way
those procedures were implemented., The latter examines
the contribution to the syster in terms of individual
output, procedures, and implementation. This report is
concerned with the evaluation of teachers rather than
evaluation of systems of teaching =vithin school systems.

The advantage to examining the effectiveress of teachers

is that one can make better inferences about system
performance from corbinations of subsystem performance than
he can make about subsystem performance from the total
system performance. For example, if one knows something
about each individual teacher's performance in a building,
he can infer something about the total performante of the
school. However, knowiedge of the total produdtivity of
the school would provide little basis for inferring how a
given teacher behaves.

34
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What 1is
Involved

Accurate measurement can occur without evaluation. How-
ever, it is impossible for evaluation to be good without
adequate measurement. In addition, the data collected
via the measurement process must be adequately analyzed
and interpreted if good evaluation is to occur. There-
fore, good evaluation is preceded by:

® a determination of what is important (criteria)

e measurement

e analysis

e interpretation-
Judgments made prior to these activities are likely to be
unsound. (Note that it is assumed that the making of
judgments regarding teachers is inevitable,) The real

issues are concerned with whether the criteria are
aEEroEriate and the data are sound.

CAUTION

In evaluating teachers, the emphasis 1s on
making judgments in relation to objectives,
not on Judging the personal worth of people.
(viewpoint: research staff)

Formal evaluations should be analytic rather than compar-
ative, establishing whether the teacher reaches various
standards but avoiding attempts to compare the teacher
with other teachers. The emphasis should be on helping
individuals improve their contributions to the learning
of school children rather than on taking punitive or
controlling actions, making odious comparisons, or using
questionable motivation techniques,

Planning for Teacher Evaluation

Suppose you had the responsibility for planning a teacher
evaluation program for a school or a school district.
Where would you begin? Whom would you invclve? What

"decisions would need to be made? How rapicly would you

try to implement the procedure?
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One of the first steps to be taken in planning a teacher
evaluation program is to determine what is considered
important in teaching--in the situation for which the
evaluation program is being considered. This determina-
tion of what is important in teaching allows onec to:

establish what is expected of teachers (as far
as behavior and outcomes of behavior are concerned)

determine ways to measure what is happening

design ways to compare what occurs with what is
desired.

However, who will be involved in deciding what is impor-
tant in teaching? Certainly, one should involve teachers
in this decision and in the total design of evaluation
procedures.® The involvement of teachers in planning
evaluation procedures is based on the premises that:

a better plan will develop

there will be more teacher commitment to the
procedures

teachers will know what they are to do

teachers will know what will be evaluated.

These premises are more than assumption or mere hopes.
School districts which have involved teachers in planning
have found that output and procedural goals for individual
teachers are better understood and attained when they are
cooperatively developed and written in precise terms than
when they are unilaterally dete: ined or written in very
general language. Also, there is more commitment t- goals
and procedures when goals are specific and attainabie

and when people who are to accomplish the goals are involved
in estavlishing them.

In addition to teachers, administrators should be involved
in planning the teacher evaluation procedures. In fact,
some propose that the design of an evaluation procedure
should begin with an evaluation of how well principals and
supervisors evaluate teachers. The insights gained from
this experience would form a firm basis for cooperation in
developing a plan for teacher evaluation.

*A more deteiled discussion of involvement of other people
begins on page 48.
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Time
Sequence

The reason for beginning with the administrative-
supervisory staff is that the procedures for evaluation

of professional personnel are the same, regardless of

the level or position of the personnel. This does not
imply that criteria will be the same, but that the methods
of establishing criteria, data collection and analysis,
and decision making will be similar enough that the
experience can be transferred from the administ.ative
level to the teacher level.

In planning the total teacher evaluation, consideration
should be given to when certain activities should occur.
Some experience can be gained with the administrator
evaluation plan, but the time when certain phases of

the process will occur will be different. For example,
the goal-setting stage or the final decision stages may
occur in similar sequence to administrator evaluation
but at somewhat different times of the y~ar than with
teachers. Other than legal constraints regarding contin-
uation of contract, there appears to be no reason why
considerable variation could not occur from distrizt to
district or from school to school.

In addition to the sequence of events in the evaluation
process, a choice must be made regarding whether the plan-
ning will occur on a piecemeal or comprehensive basis.
That is, will certain aspects of the evaluation process

be considered independently of other parts and decisions
made to change a given part; or will the entire teacher
evaluation procedure be examined and nothing changed or

implemented until plans are complete for the entire process?

The following comments seem appropriate to this problem
area:

o The comprehensive approach is more likely to yield
a well-integrated plan which satisfies the goals
desired; however, it requires a mature staff and
a spirit of cooperation and optimism regarding the
approach.

e The piecemeal approach risks early implementation
of procedures which may not be compatible with
desirable activities at a later point; however,
it is often argued that any steps leading to
professional growth of teachers will improve learning
conditions for children.
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) CONCLUSION

} Planning teacher evaluation procedures consists
| of determining: (a) objectives, (b) people who
will be involved, (c) activities that should
oceur, and (d) time sequence of events. The
way decisions are made regarding this planning
predetermine much of the effectiveness of the
eventual procedures as well as the satisfaction
with these procedures.

Purposes of Teacher Evaluation

Identify One of the first steps in establishing or »evising a
All program of teacher evaluation is the determination of
Purposes purposes of the program. If the program is to be success-

ful, it is necessary that these purposes be identified,
discussed, and agreed upon by all who are involved in

the process. It is important that all potential purposes
be discussed openly and thoroughly; certain purposes
should not be ignored just because there are critical
issues involved in them or because their accomplishment
may precipitate conflict.

For example, one purpose for a program of teacher evalua-
tion might be to provide a basis for sound administrative
decisions regarding re—employment. Some people think that
the accomplishment of this purpose creates an atmosphere
which decreases cooperative relationships between admin-
istrators; they prefer to ignore this purpose and hope
that the problems inherent in re-employment will not
arise. However, since even in small districts these prob-
lems do arise, all purposes should be discussed openly and
clarified in writing so that teachers and administrators
may understand the bases for the evaluation program.

¢ NOTE

Morale cannot be high <f staff members are
fearful or hostile. Since unknowns contribute
to fear, evaluation programs which have witten
statements of purpose that are clear, precise,
and complete are more likely to produce a sound
bastis for open communication and cooperative
relationships than programs designed around
ambigu~ 18 or wmiritten purposes.
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Purposes of teacher evaluation vary somewhat from district
to district and include many of the following:

e to improve teaching (including out-of-classroom
activities as well as classroom instruction;
this purpose is not limited to teacher behavior
but implies any actions taken to improve teaching
systems, the teaching environment, or teacher
vehavior)

e to supply information for modification of assign-
ments (including placement in another position,
reduction of load, promotion to a leadership
position, or termination of employment)

® to protect individuals or the school system
(including both the protection of teachers
against a capricious new administrator and the
protection of the school district and children
against a harmful teacher)

e to reward superior performance

o to validate the selection process

e to provide a basis for career planning and indi-
vidual growth and development of the teacher
(including professional degrees and inservice

training programs).

All of these purposes might be expressed by saying: The
purpose of teacher evaluation is to safeguard and improve

the quality of instruction received by students. Implied

in this statement is the view that evaluation of teachers
will facilitate both teacher and administrator decisions
(the teacher's decisions regarding how to perform as a
teacher and what will improve that performance, and the
administrators' decisions regarding what actions he might
take to aid students and teachers.)

The nature of the listing of purposes, or even of th-=
presence or absence of a formal evaluation plan, should
not alter the individual responsibility that teachers
share with other professional practitioners for continuous
self-improvement, However, if the school district has a
well-organized program of formal evaluation with clearly
specified purposes, it should be of assistance to the
teacher in his voluntary program of continued self-
assessment and improvement,
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From a research standpoint, the purposes of evaluation of
teacher effectiveness have changed somewhat in recent
years. For a long time, the purpose was to show that
certain types of teachers provide certain patterns of
teaching. In order to do this, it was necessary to
observe the teacher a large number of times to determine

what his stable patterns of teaching were.

More recently, the emphasis has shifted in the direction
of attempting to determine why teachers vary their
behavior from one teaching episode to the next and whether
or not thi: variation is itself associated with particular
educational outcomes. The concern here is for variation
of teaching behavior between visits and the consequences
of this variation.

For practitioners, the implication of this shift in
emphasis is significant. The practitioner is interested
in what works, and he realizes that some stable patterns
of teacher behavior do not produce results in certain
circumstances. He needs to know what produces l~=arning in
particular situations and how teachers can be encouraged
to choose those behaviors which have a high probability of
success.,

The teacher evaluation program should not ignore other
aspects of the school program. The function of evaluation
is to facilitate the accomplishment of the goals of the
organization; therefore, the purposes of evaluation should
be established following a complete review of the goals of
the school district. When this has been done, the purposes
of evaluation are more likely to be compatible with and
contribute to the school district goals.

For example, to reward superior performance can be a legi-
timate purpose ot evaluation, but it should be clearly
related to the goals of th_. organization if it is to be
included in the purposes of evaluation. If it is clear
that rewarding superior performance provides incentive

and motivation for creative teacher behavior which causes
children to learn better, then to reward superior per-
formance seems a reasonable purpose for evaluation.

However, some may desire to initiate a reward system for
the purpose of controlling the behavior of teachers
(without regard for the effect on accomplishment of educa-
tional goals) and this may lead to a misuse of the evalua-
tion function.

i
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@ CONCLUSION
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The purposes of teacher evaluation programs
should grow out of clearly stated goals of
the school system and should contribute to
the accomplishment of these goals.

Possible Problems in<gggcher Evaluation

Possible Adverse effects are indications of problems which exist

Adverse and their examination may indicate the source of a problem.

Lifects Some of the possible adverse effects of teacher evaluation
include:

® human relations tensions when poor performance is
rerceived by the evaluator

@ reduction of creativity if evatuation system is
too rigid

¢ reduction of assistanca provided by supervisor or
principal

e poor validation of selection process.

Human Evaluators need to be aware of the fact that diagnosis of
Relations the teaching act is primarily cognitive, i.e., diagnosis
Tensions primarily involves knowledge. However, interpretation of

this knowledge by the person being evaluated is not
necessarily cognitive at all, since it may be interpreted
on an emotional level. When evaluation procedures
include placing people in categories, e.g., ''good'" or
"average," an emotional response is quite likely to be
precipitated on the part of some teachers. Regardless of
the evaluation program, evaluators should be prepared for
emotional responses and should provide psychological
support for the teachers being evaluated.

Reduction of Creative teachers can function in a variety of situations.
Creativity However, teachers do tend to be affected by the form of
evaluation used. If the evaluation criteria require
¢ strict adherence to predetermined procedures and materials,
the constraints are likely to reduce the motivation for
divergence and creativity.

Reduction of When the principal or supervisor has both the responsi-
Assistance bility of helping the teacher improve and the job of being
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accountable to the school system for results, he some-
times has the tendency to emphasize accountabllity to

the extent that 1t adversely affects his ability to help
the teacher. At other times, hLis ability to assist the
teacher is reduced simply becruse he has the responsibility
of accountability. Some consider this reduction to be a
result of a natural distrust which teachers have of the
use to be made of information obtained through the eval-
uation process. llowever, it may be due more to lack of
knowledge of how evaluation is used and must be used by
personnel who are charged with responsibilities to help
teachers, viz., the evaluation information forms a basis
for the counsel and assistance provided. Without it the
assistance would be shallow and meaningless. The issue
is not whether those who supervise and provide assistance
should evaluate teachers; rather, it is how information
obtained through the evaluation process should be used.

A number of reasons cxist for poor validation of selection
procedures. However, foremost among them is the fact that
very few school districts have reliable measures of teacher
performance. Suppose, for example, that a priacipal is
concerned with the fact that teachers will not accept him
as a person who can help them if he emphasizes accounta-
bility to the system and attempts to measure their behavior
and performance accurately. What is he likely to do and

how will this affect the validation of selection procedures?

Under these circumstances, a principal is likely to eval-
uate all teachers more favorably than he should, indica-
ting more uniformity than exists. In effect, his evaluation
reflects a rather general "halo effect'" and the measures
approach a constant. When this occurs, no predictor can

be found that will predict teacher effectiveness for that
situation. Since all teachers appear to look alike once
they are evaluateu on the job, any predictor variable will
predict as effectively (or more precisely, as ineffectively)
as any other.*

The same consequences result if an evaluator allows his
measurements to migrate toward a central tendency. Like-
wise, if the measurements provided by an evaluator are in

*An er.planation of what happens in the correlation computa-
tion when one of the variables approaciizs a constant is
provided in Appendix 1.1.
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in fact not related to the behavior of the teacher or the
results of this behavior, then the correlation with any
predictor variable is likely to be zero. 1In affect, any
evaluations which approach some constant value or whtch
approach some random assignment are likely to be worth-
less for validation of selection procedures.

Some Many of the problems underlying the adverse effect mentioned
Problems above are directly traceable to poor measurement procedures.
Problems of measurement include the following:

e prejudice, bias, or poor judgment
e inconsistency of reaction to behavior

e subjective ratings and classifications (or classi-
fication schemes which require high inferences to
be mude)

o influence of the personality of the teacher outside
the classroom on measurement of behavior in the
classroom

e attempt to measure too many elements of classroom
situations (especially at the beginning of a program)

e tendency to continue a prior viewpoint of a person's
performance

@ consistent overvaluation or undervaluation.

The last problem, viz., overvaluation or undervaluation,
deserves additional consideration. Overvaluation scuaetimes
is caused by a desire to avoid antagonisms with teachers,
an effort to make the supervisor look good, or a sympathetic
response to a certain individual's problems (e.g., age, or
problems outside the school situation. The desire to avoid
antagonisms is a strong motivator for some principals and
supervisors, especially those who see themselves as place-
bound, desiring to live harmonicusly with teachers over a
long period of time, and being fearful that accurate
reporting of measurements will damage the harmonious
relationship.

A However, the practice of indicating to a teacher that he is
performing well when in fact he is not (i.e., of continually
overvaluating his performance) can be as much a disadvantage
to him as it is to the organization. The reason for this

i is that the teacher then has a limited basis for improve-
ment in comparison with what he would have if full informa-
tion were provided. Of course, the school organization and
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the c¢hildren do not benefit either, since the performance
does not improve as much as it might.

Sometimes it is difficult to determine whether poor
resuls:, are due to poor performance on the part of the
teacher or to situational constraints that prevent bettor
teacher performance. When there is any doubt on this
question, it is essential that the conditions under which
the teacher works receive direct attention in making an
evaluation ¢f the teacher's effectiveness. Sometimes the
environment (including supplies and materials as well as
the psychological enviromment) is such that learning is
inhibited, and a review of those situational factors that
might be expected to influence the effectiveness of the
teacher will help to prevent poor judgments regarding the
teacher.

Another problem of teacher evaluation which should be
considered when making plans for goal-setting conferences
with teachers is the feasibility of evaluating all teachers
annually. Many school districts do not have an adequate
administrative and supervisory staff to do an adequate job
of evaluation. In analyzing this problem in local school
districts, there should be an attempt to relate the problem
to purposes for which the evaluation program is designed.
However, if one of these purposes is to assist teachers in
improving their instruction, it becomes very difficult to
justify a program which does not include continuous evalua-
tion of evevy teacher.

Consider an analogy to a baseball team. It is inconceiv-
able that any major league team would discontinue observing
the production and actions of a given player after he had
been on the team for three or five years. This raises

the question of why batting coaches still watch hitters.

It seems reasonable to conclude that thev watch batters to
determine whether they are still hitting the ball, under
what conditions they are hitting the ball, and whether
there appear to be any flaws which hinder improved hitting.

It also raises the question of the number of coaches needed,
assuming that coaching (rather than umpiring) is desired.
When YMickey Mantle joined the coaching staff of the New
York Yankees in September of 1970, he became the fifth




coach In addition to the field manager to work with 25
professional ball players. How many coaches are needed
for an athletic team of x players, i.e., what 1is the
person/coach ratio?*

NOTE

If part of the function of the evaluator is
to provide assistance for teachers (i.e.,
to be a coach rather than an umpire), then
consideration should be given to the number
of evaluators needed to do an adequate job
and efforts should be made to work toward
acquisition of these evaluators.

Desirable Outcomes and Evidence of Them

What are the outcomes that should be sought in a goal
setting conference? Certainly the two major items which
should be considered are: what behaviors are important

and what should result as a consequence of these behaviors.
Most school districts expect different results from differ-
ent teachers, since grade levels and subject matter
differences anticipate differing expectations. Yet,

most school districts use the same evaluation procedures
and behavioral expectations (at least as judged by

uniform evaluation forms and observation guides) for all
teachers.

NOTE

It seems reasonable for a school system to
expect certain desirable behaviors from all
teachers in the system. However, it is also
desirable to have different sets of expecta-
tions for the evaluation of different groups
of teachers, the expectations varying accor-
ding to the tasks set for each group.

*People in policy making positions might raise this ques-
tion in comparing the student/coach ration on the high
school athletic teams with the teacher/supervisor ratio
on the high school staff.




For example, consider three factors which might be uscd

to describe teacher behavior.® One might be called an
fmpathy factor and would describe behavior ranging from
"warm, understanding, and friendly" to "aloof, egocentric,

and restricted.'" A second factor might.be Buoyancy and
would describe behavior ranging from "stimulating,
imaginative, surgent" to "dull and routine." A third

factor might be Nrganization, describing behavior ranging
from '"responsible, businesslike, and systematic" to
"evading, unnlanned, and slipshod."

The three factors are illustrated in Figure 1.1, Points
A, B, and C in the three-dimensional space reprecsent
behaviors of three teachers. Teacher A exhibits low
Empathy, Buoyancy midway between high and low, and high
Organization; Teacher B exhibits Empathy and Organization
midway between high and lcw, and high Buoyancy; Teacher ¢
exhibits low Empathy, Buoyancy, and Organization.

]
[
]
!
. !
high N
[
{ B
EMPATHY 1
I
/ A
'PQ--- ohm wmp jomp ow higzh
’
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low 'JC ,
Ld
“ low
low high
BUOYANCY

Figure 1.1. A Representation of Three Factors
of Teacher Behavior.

#*The discussion in this section draws from the work cf
Ryans (1960).
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The question which might be asked of Teachers A and B is
whether these behaviors could be equally successful in
the same situation. Likewise, would different situa-
tions indicate that one of the two teachers would be more
successful than the other? Some teachers can shift from
position A to position B, while others are less adaptable
in thelr behavior. Some teachers appear to be at point C
and have difficulty in changing their behavior.

Desirable Although the “eacher behaviors which are beneficial for
Teacher one group of _nildren might not produce the same results
Behaviors with another, there are some teacher behaviors which

have precipitated desirable pupil outcomes in a variety
of situations. Students seem to profit from a teacher
who?

e accepts and uses ideas and opinions of pupils

¢ is flexible and adjusts behavior and strategies
to situations and students

e views teaching as a complex task which requires
goal setting, individual student assessment, and
decision making in terms of immediate and long-
range problems

e provides students with a framework within which
to interpret information.

In discussing teacher behavior, it is desirable to empha-
size descriptive terms prior to attaching any value to
these descriptions. Likewise, it is wise to avoid terms
that are emotion laden, such as "democratic" or '"progres-
sive."

In addition tc discussing performance (in terms of behavior
and/or output) in the goal-setting conference, at least

one other item should be considered: rhe potential of

the teacher for additional tasks. Since this is directly
related to the purpose of providing career counseling for
teachers, 1t should be included in the discussion of goals
to be sought.

Observing Teachers and Collecting Information
The tools and techniques that one uses to collect informa-

tion for evaluating teachers must be related to purposes.
Since multiple purposes usually exist, one question which
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arises is whether the system for collecting data ade-
quately serves all of the purposes. For example, will
the techniques and procedures used to accomplish the
purpose of improvement of instruction serve all other
purposes?

r_";> SUGGESTTON

Focus on developing a system of information
collection which satisfies what 1s considerer!
to be the major purpose of teacher evaluation.
hen examine tne system developed to determine
11" adiustments are needed to serve all other

purposes.

In making plans to collect information for the evaluation
of teachers, the following questions should be considered:

e Where will the information be acquired?
e What will the information look like?
® How will a sample of total information be acquired?

Who will collect the information?

e How much training will be required to collect it?

Sources of Information

Three basic sources of information are available for analv-
sis and interpretation prior to evaluating teachers:

® in-classroom behavior of the teacher, as perceived
by students, the teacher being evaluated, other
teachers, administrators or supervisors, para-
professionals such as teacher aides.

e out-of-classroom teacher behavior, as perceived
by students, the teacher, other teachers, admin-
istrators or supervisors, teacher aides, and
other paraprofessionals such as cooks and cus-
todians.

e student accomplishment, as measured by teacher-
made tests, standardized tests (achievement,
- attitude, or skill performance), student

I
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self-report devices, observations of student
behavior (by teacher, outside observer, parent),
student products or projects.

Nature of Information

Choices Since teacher evaluation is dependent upon measurement
to be in gathering information, care should be taken to develop
Made procedures and train people so that appropriate instru-

ments are chosen and used effectively.

;} CAUTION

Instruments should not be chosen solely on
the basis of the evaluator's fomiliarity
with the instrument, its availability, or
the fact that other districts are using it.
Consideration should include:

e relevance to goals

o acceptability by those who are involved
o accessibility of information

o time needed to acquire information

e cost.
Need to In order to evaluate teachers effectively, the informa-
Reduce Data tion which is available must be reduced from its raw form

to a form which may be analyzed and interpreted. For
example, "raw" data regarding the teacher behavior might
be either the behavior itself or an audio or television
tape recording of classroom activities. When "reduced"
it might take the form of a matrix of figures of comments
by an observer. Raw information regarding student accom-—
plishment might be the answer sheets of an achievement
test, while the reduced data might be a letter grade or
rank in class.

Q NOTE

e

The procedure used for reducing data from
its raw form influences the final inter-
pretation of the information collected.
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Regardless of whether one is concerned with teachoer
behavior or results of this behavior (e.g., student
accomplishment), when the raw data is reduced it gen-
erally takes one of the following forms:

e rank order

@ forced distribution
e absolute categories
e verbal descriptors.

Rank ordering is simply the ranking of individuals in a
group according to some item or characteristic. A forced
distribution requires that a certain percentage of the
item being considered be placed in each descriptive
category. For example, one might require that individuals
be placed in five categories according to the following
ratios: 10%, 20%, 40%, 20%, 10%. Absolute category
systems describe individuzl behaviors or total behavior
in a classroom by placing incidents or time periods into
discrete descriptive categories. For example, Flanders'
Interaction Analysis system is designed to categorize
vergal interaction. Verbal descriptors are used by
observers to express what has been perceived. They may
be in sentence or phrase form and depend on the behavior
exhibited and the facility of the observer to describe
the behavior in accurate terms.

Reducing the raw data implies that some type of measurement
is occurring, and measurement itself implies a category or
numerical system that is precise. But having a category
svstem or a numerical system does not imply that the

systen is precise, since the use of the svstem determines
the precision,

For example, if a person were asked to count the number of
shots taken in a basketball game and record approximately
where they were taken and who made them, he might be able
to do this with extreme accuracy. However, if the same
person were asked to determine how many times a hockey
player was out of position during a game, the result

might be quite inaccurate. He might record a number that
looks very precise but that may deceive.
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A wrong number is wrong even [ it look:
very precise. As much care should be taken
in designing the implementation and use of
a measurement system as in the design of
the system itself.

| _ _

Systematic Observation of classroom behavior. Recent developments

Observation in classroom observation techniques has increased sig-

Procedures nificantly the number and type of observation guides
available. Simon and Boyer (1970) describe 79 different
observation schedules available for use; many have been
used for research only, but are quite easily adapted for
evaluation purposes. Some measure very special aspects
of classroom behavior (e.g., verbal interactions), where-
as other instruments are broader in scope.

There have been two major applications of classroom inter-
action analysis procedures:

o to help an individual develop and control his
teaching behavior

@ to discover how to explain the chain of events
which occur in the classroom.

It seems obvious that either of these applications could
be of use in evaluating teachers.

Although there are many observation guides available and
although many of them could be useful in evaluating

teachers, their use is not as widespread as less precise
measures. The reasons for this lack of use appear to be:

e information has not been broadly disseminate-l

o very few opportunities have been provided for
learning the skills necessary to use the
techniques.

There are some notable exceptions to the limited use of
systematic observation procedures. For example, the use
of Flanders' Interaction Analysis system has increased
dramatically in the Northwest because of workshops con-
ducted by the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory
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to disseminate information and develop skills in the usc
of the system,  Teachers and administrators find they are
able to discuss teaching in a more precise language after
learning the interaction analysis system.

Analytical Rating scales and checklists* are used much more commonly
and General for measuring classroom behavior than are systematic
Observation observation procedures. The major advantage of rating
Procedures scales and checklists is that they allow the observer

to consider clues from a variety of sources before making
a judgment. llowever, this same characteristic can also
be a disadvantage, since a delay in recording information
can cause errors.

Two additional problems of rating scales or checklists
should be mentioned:

e When too many ratings are clustered at a particular
point, the inference is that raters are overly
lenient, tovo harsh, or are unwilling to be
decisive and objective.

@ It is easier to identify the very poor or the
very good than it is to differentiate in the middle
range of a rating scale. Therefore, decisions
concerning middle range ratings are more difficult
to justify.

|:> SUGGESTTON

f — ]
If ithei are used in evaluating teachers,

the accuracy of rating scales or check-
lists may be improved by:

o clearly defining the focus of the evaluation

developing specific, low-inference 7ters

e using a common record form

e providing adequate training for observers

*Probably the best single source for describing the types
of analytical and general observation procedures being used
in public schools is Evaluating Teaching Performance (1969).
(See Bibliography.) -
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Measuring Out-of-Classroom Behavior. To the extent that
the activities of the teacher in roles other than class-
room instruction are considered to be importent as .1 part
of the assigned or expected responsibilities, documentary
evidence should be assembled regarding these activitics.

As with classroom behaviors, the expectations of the school
organization should be discussed with the teacher and he
should have an opportunity to set goals that arc compatibie
with his own interests and ability to contribute.

C) NOTE

Since out-of-classroom activities are sometimes
sources of conflict (or at least subject ic
differences of interpretation) between teachers
and the community, new teachers should be
oriented to local customs and expectations.

In measuring out-of-classroom behavior of teachers,
advantages and disadvantages exist., The advantages seem
to be:

e information to be obtained is amnle, often
pertinent to the job expectations

¢ information is relatively easy to obtain.

The disadvantages appear to be:
e reliability-of information is difficult te check
o sampling information is difficult and limited

e information obtained is difficult to score or
interpret,

|:> SUGGESTION

should be kept and discussed regularly with
teachers in order to check the reliability
and meaning of the information

q
Written records of out-of-classroom behavior j
_J

rieasuring Student Accomplishment. Measures of pupil out-
comes include how pupils think, perform, and feel.
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vl ition ! measures inctude:

o knowledge and ability mecasures (what a person
knows) |

e skill performance measures (what a person can
do)

o attitudinal measures (what a person feels or
desires)

@ interest meAsures.

Schools are established to facilitate pupil learning;
therefore, the ultimate criterion for teacher success is
the amount of learning that occurs in pupils for whem he
is responsible. Thus, one of the advantages of measuring
pupil growth is that it is a direct measure of outcomes
that are desired. llowever, there are a number of dis-

advantages.,

For one thing, there is immediate growth and therc is
long—term growth. The behavior of a teacher may not con-
tributce much to the immediate learning of a pupil but may
have a long-range effect on attitudes and behavior. Or
conversely, short-term gains may be lost in the long run,
or short-term academic gains may be obtained at the
expense of long-term negative attitudes which prevent
later learning.

Another disadvantage is the difficulty of adequatelv con- ‘
trolling the situation so that growth can be attributed to
the behavior of a given teacher rather than to a wide
range of uncontrolled conditions which impinge on learn-
ing. Because of this problem, consideration should be
piven to the effect of a succession of teachers on a
pupil's achievement. This should not be done in lieu of
examining the student achievement obtained as a result of
individual teachers but should be in addition to this
analysis.

Histerically, student accomplishment has heen avoided as
a means for evaluating teachers, primarily because of
the difficulties involved. IHowever, recent ecmphases on
accountability of teachers for productivity have caused
renewed interest in setting specific student accomplish-
ment goals and attempting to attain them. If the trend
continues, it is quite likely to have a significant
impact on how teachers are evaluated.




Self-Evaluation. Teacher self-evaluation may be concerned
with either classroom behavior, out-of-classroom bechavior,
or student accomplishment. It differs from other evalua-
tion of teacher effectiveness in that:

® There is no need for involving an exicrnal
observer in the measurement process.

e Behavioral criteria are determined by the
teacher rather than by some external source.

The advantage of self-evaluation seems clear: the

teacher has the opportunity for improvement w.thout ex-

ternal threat. The primary disadwvantage is that the

standards used for evaluation may not relate readily to /
outside criteria or needs of the school district. i

Before implementing a teacher self-evaluation progran,
a school district should:

e provide teachers with training to hcip them
specify their own goals in measurement terms

e provide teachers with a framework (e.g., an
observational system) for analyzing and inter-
preting their own behavior

e provide teachers with technical competence
needed for operating thw various new media
used for recording their own behavior.

£ NOTE

Self evaluation reduces the threat of out- v
side intervention and, therefore, has potential B
for increasing motivation and creativity. How- oy
ever, 1t may not serve all purposes of evalu- )
ation, since external standards may be ignored
and administrative decisions may not be factl-
itated.

Sampling Information

How Often How often should a principal observe a given teacher? A !;
to Observe quick and obvious response is 'More than most principals -y
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ohserve teachers,'* but this gives very little assistance
te one seeking guidelines. A more bheneficial responsce

to this question depends on a number of factors, including
the purposes for the observation and the resources
available. To satisfy most purposes, each teacher should
be observed in the classroom environment several times
annually at different times of the day or in varvinu

tvpes of instruction. Such observations can be a mixturc
of observation procedures and may be made by appointment
or not.

Consider the following as a means for determining the
amount of classroom observation to bc done by a princi-
pal:

o Specify the amount of time per week which should
be spent in teacher evaluation procedures.

e Indicate how long each observation should be and
whether the observation should be followed by a
teacher conference and written record.

o Determine the approximate number of teachers who
can be observed per week, on the average.

o Uctermine how many times each teacher should he
observed annunally.

Let us use an example to see what would happen if the
ahove procedure were followed. Suppose that we create a

hypothetical situation in which:

e The principal should spend 5-8 hours per week in
teacher evaluation procedures.

e Length of classroom observation is approximatelv
30 minutes.

e Ubservation will always be followed by a teacher
conference.

o Written records will be kept of observations and
conferences.

e There are 60 teachers in the school.

*In an NEA survey (1969), 80% of the responding schools
indicated that they evaluate probationary teachers more
often than tenure teachers; yet, 85% of the probationary
teachers werce evaluated no more than twice annuallv.




For this example, the principal would be able to observe
approximately five teachers weekly, on the average; this
would allow him to make a systematic observation of each
teacher approximately every 12 weeks or only three times

annually.

Is this sufficient for accomplishing the purposes estab-
lished for teacher evaluation in this district? Tf not,
then steps should be taken to either:

e establish more reasonable goals for the evalua-
tion program, or

e modify the procedures established (e.g., spend
more time in observation weekly), or

e acquire more resources for doing the task.

If more assistance is needed, then the principal and the
personnel in the central office should agree on who and

what the nature of the assistance should be. For example,

should the vice principal, department heads, consultants,
and central office personnel be involved? 1If so, should
their role in the total evaluation process be different

from that of the principal?

[ NOTE

Some teacher evaluation programs are designed
for failure because not enough personnel are
provided to do the job adequately. Persovnel
inadequacies should be relatively easy to
identify, and a number of alternatives may
exist for remedying the problem.

Who collects information? To evaluate teachers, informa-
tion should be acquired regarding classroom behavior,

out-of-classroom behavior, and student performance. Who
collects this information depends on the plan which is

implemented, and the following people should be considered

when developing a plan:
® principals

e vice principals
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o department heads

e subject matter specialists (consultants, super-
vieors)

e c¢encral consultants

e personncel specialists or dircectors
o poeers (other teachers)

e students

@ parcents

It scems reasonable to expect that different people would
collect different tvpes of information. For example, one
wvould expect that a principal of a large high school would
collect different types of information from that of the
department head or the subject matter specialist. Becausec
of the difficulty of having expert knowledge in all of

the subject matter specialties of the various teachers,
the principal is more likely to provide meaningful feed-
back to teachers in the areas of classroom atmosphere,
general learning principles, and verbal and nonverbal
interaction.

The subject matter specialist or Jdepartment head, on the
other hand, could collect information concerning the
appropriateness of the content and activities related to
the content. The feedback that he is able to provide to
teachers regarding content and activities that are appro-
priate for the given subject specialty should be of benc-
fit to teachers. The judgments made about these aspects
of teaching are part of the specialty of the consultant
or supervisor, who should be made to feel a part of the
process of teacher evaluation as much as other pecople

who collect and analyze information regarding :the teacher.

Difficulties arise with regard to use of information
collected by subject matter speciaiﬁgfg. Some secem to
fear being labeled a '"tattler" or to feel that the task
of collecting information for evaluation purposes is
outside their role. A clear specification of the role of
the subject matter specialist and of the use of the
information he collects should help to remove some of
thene difficulties. This specification is the job of

the administrator, who has a responsibility to set objec-
tives that help to harmonize the activities of people
with the geoals ol the organization.
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Prerequi-
sites to
Good Obser-
vation

Limits to
Observation

Training required for ohbhservation and information collec-
tion. Tralning teachers and supervisors in the use of

an information collection system will assist in providing
a common language for analyzing and discussing the
teaching-learning process, for examining the contribution
that out~of~classroom activities make to the school
program, and for determining student accomplishments.

Most information is collected by means of observation,
and good observation has certain prerequisites:

® Some purpose needs to be identified. A person
does not just observe, he observes for some-
thing. He does not just look but he looks for
something specific.

®# The more specifically one identifies what he
is looking for, and the more systematically
he plans for observation, the more likely it
is that he will know something following the
observation.

e What is seen needs to be systematically recorded
and organized in relation to purposes,

e What is observed needs to be subject to checks
and controls, in order that some determination
can be made of the validity, reliability, and
precision of the observation.

Observation is direct. It is not an indirect predictor
of behavior as a test is, but rather tells something
directly about the behavior of teachers. As a result

of this directness, it has some limits. For example,
some events cannot be predicted and, therefore, are
difficult to observe. A teacher who has a very sensitive
ability to handle delicate human relations problems in
the classroom may not be able to demonstrate this for

an observer bernause of the difficulty of predicting when
an appropriate situation will occur. Likewise, the dura-
tion of events is a very practical limitation to observa-
tion of classroom events. It sometimes is hard for an
observer to see the continuity and sequences of events
that make some teachers extremely effective.

Once the prerequisites to good observation have been
provided, what about the act of observing? The observer's

mental set during observation is quite important. Other-
wise, he cannot interpret gestures, expressions, etc.
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This means that he must know something about the context
within which he is observing, and implies that he should:

e discuss the situation which he will observe
with the teacher prior to observing

e confer with the teacher following the obhserva-
tion to check his own understanding of the
context

e develup his own understanding of the impact of
contexts on both students and teachers.

An observer's introspection and experience can be both a
hindrance and a help. It can cause him to overlook and
misinterpret as well as to be very shrewd in perceiving
subtle differences.

SUCGESTIVN

Observers o) teacher bhehavior and classroorm
interaction should develop means for checking
their oom reliability; this usually means
comparing observations with another observer
and the teacher being observed.

Because an observer is usually responsible for knowing
something about the situational context, the interaction
among people, and individual behavior, he should attempt
to increase reliability of observation by:

o adequately defining what is to be ohserved
e examining his own background and experience
to determine whether it might be distorting

his perception

e establishing categories which assist in
recording behavior

@ comparing observations with others to help
establish and maintain reliability.

Summary: Collection of Information

Collection of information implies the use of a measure-
ment procedure. Because of this, one might reascnably
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ralse the question of how to develop the characteristics
of a good measurement device for collecting information
to evaluate teachers.

The three major characteristics of a good measurement

device are validity, usability, and reliability. To

acquire validity, it is necessary to decide what is
important in a given situation. To develop a usable plan
for collecting information, it is necessary to make it as
simple and streamlined as possible. To develop reliability,
it. is necessary to train those who are inwolved in collec-
tion of information. Likewise, training is required to
obtain validity and usability.

Some guidelines for development of information collection
procedures for use in evaluating teachers include:

o School board policy should identify all purposes
of evaluation, specify general procedures to be
used in evaluation of personnel, and identify
what types of data the school board desires in
order to provide information to the public and
to set policy.

® All new teachers should be oriented to the total
procedures used, as well as the forms and reports
that will be used.

e Vice principals and department chairmen should be
involved in evaluation procedures, and all persons
involved should be acquainted with their role.

e Student reactions to teacher behavior and to
classroom activities should be encouraged on an
anonymous basis at the option of the teacher.

@ If peer evaluation is used, training in making
honest and helpful comments should be provided.

Post-Observation Conferences, Communication

In the same manner that clear and precise communication

is essential to establishment of acceptable purposes for
teacher evaluation, excellent communication between

teachers and evaluators is essential in the post-observation
conferences and formal reports. Every classroom observation
should be followed by a discussion between the teacher

and the cooperating evaluator(s), and this discussion
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shoutd take place as soon after the observation as
possible.  There should be open communication regarding
what will be reported to the central office, and written
copies of any report should be given to the teacher.

Since one of the functions of the total evaluation process
is to make decisions possible, one of the first consider-
ations an ecvaluator must face is when he will make the
decisions that are based on observations. He has threec
choices; he can make the decisions:

o before the post-observation conference, allowing
him to use the conf:rence for informing the
teacher of the decision or

@ during the conference, allowing the teacher to
be a part of the decision process or

¢ following the conference, using the conference
as an opportunity to collect additional information
that might be pertinent to the decision.

Some practitioners favor one or the other of these times
for all decisions, but others tend to make a choice in
terms of the purpose to be accomplished by the particular
conference or decision. For example, if a certain decision
needs to be made regarding classroom procedures and the
evaluator is providing information to be of assistance to
the teacher, the decision might be made during the con-
ference. 1llowever, if a decision is to be reached regarding
retention of the teacher, the evaluator may delay the
decision until following the conference in order to use

the information obtained from the conference (or possibly
from other sources) to make the final decision.

Research on the use of post-observation conferences indi-
cates that the following statements are warranted:

@ Criticism has a negative effect on employees; it
tends to build defensiveness.

@ Praise has very little effect on future productivityv.

e IMutual goal-setting for the future improves
performance.

® Assistance and coaching effects better results
when it is done daily rather than once yearly.

~I
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e Teachers accept decisions more readily if the focus
is on improving performance and the situation.

® The number of improvements that can be accomplished
at any one time is limited; therefore, one should
choose a few and focus on them. (This probably
implies the need to develop a specific strategy
for assisting teachers.)

Developing a To develop a workable plan for post-observation conferences,
Plan for the following suggestions should be considered:
Conferences
e Provide a written guide to aid principals and super-
visors in conducting post-observation conferences.

e Provide demonstrations and conduct practice sessions.

e Discuss how the following topics and activities
can be included in the post-observation conference:

—--purpose of the interview

-—description of favorable information (feedback
should be honest rather than effusive praise)

--discussion of weak aspects of performance
(constructive criticism must be given in
friendly, cooperative spirit)

. ——asking for reactions

--responding, discussing (help the teacher to
know how well he is doing and what is expected)

--considering appropriate action with teacher

--determining what additional information is needed,
when it will be sought

--planning the next steps

——concluding the interview

Sources of The primary problem with the follow~up conference is that
Conflict it can evolve into a conflict situation which creates a
f gip between administrator and classroom teacher. This is
. especially true if:
63
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e there is no pre-ohscervation conference to establish
goals and study the context

e there 1s no agreement on roles and responsibilitics

e there has been no assistance given to the teacher
in planning his work

e there is no assistance given in the post-observation
conference (only discouragement)

e there is no opportunity for feedback regarding how
well the administrator is doing his job.

If an administrator or supervisor is concerned with the
possibility that a conflict situation might arise and
desires to take steps that might reduce the gap betwecn
himself and a classroom teacher, then he should:

o establish open, authentic communication with teachers

e seek agreement between the goals of the school svs-
tem und the individual aspirations of teachers

e be willing to be evaluated by teachers on those
aspects of his job which affect the teachers.

Especially pertinent to the open cormmunication between
administrators and teachers is the necessity to maintain
open files of formal written evaluations. When teachers
know what is written regarding their performance and
what is reported to the board of education, anxietyv and
rumor are reduced.®

Assessment of the Teacher FEvaluation Process

Because evaluation of teachers is an evolving process,
the policy adopted by any local board of education should
include plans for the periodic review of the evaluation
program. Since the plan for evaluation should be compre-
hensive enough to examine the entire evaluation program,
the means for gathering information about the effectiveness
of the evaluation process should be planned at the same
time the evaluation procedures are planned.

#A short analysis of authentic and phony communication,
as it may relate to open files, is provided in Appendix
1.2.
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Analysis of An analysis of the difficulties in the total evaluation

Problems process includes the necessity to examine the realism of
the goals of the process, the effectiveness of the teach-
ing procedures, and the adequacy of implementing the
procedures decided upon. In examining all of these
aspects of the evaluation process, one should seek answers
to the following questions:

e Is the instruction improving?

® Are teachers receiving assistance?

® Are students learning?

® Are teachers with problems improving?

@ Are consistently ineffective teachers being
selected out?

@ Do teachers understand what is expected of
them?

o Is adequate information being provided to be
able to improve the selection process?

e Is the board of education provided adequate R
information for making personnel and policy

decisions?
Use of Exit Some of these questions may be answered by obtaining
Interviews answers from teachers or administrators, students, or

parents, Others may be answered by interviewing those
teachers who either resign or are releessed. Businesses
and industry use the exit interview very effectively to
acquire information regarding:

¢ why individuals leave the organization

o employee's perceptions of problems in super-
vision and evaluation

e employee's perceptions of problems in selection
and placement procedures.

, Integrated One aspect of the evaluation procedure which should be
Personnel assessed is how well it is functioning with respect to
i Program other personnel tasks such as selection, supervision, and

inservice training. If a problem exists, one procedure
which may help to integrate all of these functions 1is to
involve principals and supervisors in all of the personnel

65
| Q

ERIC 78

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

| n



functions menticned, viz.,, sclection, evatuation, super-

vision, and inscrvice training programs.
I'raining Other problems of teacher evaluation may not be solved
Pvaluators easily, and additional training may be needed. FEven the

best principals and supervisors may need to be trained
to avoid allowing their personal biases and prejudices to
affect the accuracy of observations. They may need to be
trained in using observation procedures which use defini-
tions of behaviors to be observed and standards to be
applied to each hehavior.
Public school systems treat the training of evaluators
much more casually than industry does, in spite of evi-
dence that training is likely to increase:

o validity of decisions

@ reliability or consistency of decisions

e discrimination of measurement

o feelings of certainty regarding decis-.ons.
Procedures which are used by many businesses and industry
and some school districts for improving the performance
of evaluators include:

e elective inservice courses

e university courses

@ group meetings devoted to evaluation

e general explanations given at regular administra-
tive meetings

@ wurwshop or clinic lasting from one to thre= days
(including assistance from outside consultant,
practice, discussions, use of multimedia presenta-
tions)

o written documents or manuals

o individual consultation

The assessment of the teacher evaluation process should

involve adequate planning for ways of gathering informa-
tion, asking questions that are pertinent to the purposes
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of the program, use of exit interviews as well as direct
observation, and use of training procedures to assist in
eliminating errors.

Starting a Comprehensive Personnel Program

This chapter has presented some views of current practice
and research results regarding the selection and evalua-
tion of teachers. Many of the comments have been infer-
ences obtained from either research or practice, and
there has been an attempt to write the ideas so that they
would be applicable to practitioners.

The approach for the evaluation of teachers assumed the
need to develop evaluators who are accurcte observers of
behaviors that teachers, supervisors, and administrators
consider important. The implications of such an approach
are:

e Principals and supervisor: must develop their own
skills of observation.

® Tc=achers must help in the determination of the
type of behavior that is important to observe.
(Principals nud teachers must all reach some
agreement on these¢ behaviors and they must be
defined in such a way th-“ (luis agreement can
be reactad.)

e Both teachers and principals can anticipate that
their own views night change. (But a healthy
optimism should allow a person to perceive this
as a change 1ror the better--one is not too old
to learn rew thinges

@ The post-observation conference between teacher
and principal or supervisor puts both the teacher
and the principal in a vulnerable position. The
teacher is vulnerable because his most important
skill is being observed; the »rincipal is vulner-
able because his skill of observation and ability
to help is being judged as either accurate or
inaccurate, valuable or not beneficial. Therefore,
it is extremely important that each approa~h this
discussion from a mature view, with goals cleasly
in mind and quite aware of the fact that goals
might change.
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The plan for implementing such an approach includes wavs
to develop skills in observing, analyzing, interpreting,
and evaluating information,; further, the skills should be
used in that order. Once the first three are used
correctly, the last one should be much easier to develop.

The following are reminders which should be heeded to
initiate such a program:

¢ Observation aids need to be developed for local
situations, i.e., for what is considered to bhe
important in given school district. These should
not be thought of as evaluation sheets which
criticize harmfully.

e All items of interest may not be observable at
one time; therefore it may be necessary to observe
the classroom many times.

¢ The goal is to describe behavior accurately, not
to compare behavior against a given reference group
or in good-bad terms.

o The ultimate goal is to promote honest interaction
between the teacher and the principal, between the
principal and the central office personnel so that
all can learn to be more effective,.

Many aspec*: of the approach to evaluation described

are also per inent to the selection process, since they
are interrelated in many ways. However, another relation-
ship bears mentioning: research indicates that a teacher
with an unfavorable attitude benefits less than one who
views evaluation positivelv., The implication of this
research is that one should select teachers who have an
attitude that will allow them to benefit from evaluation.

To start an integrated personnel program which attempts to
capitaliize on the interrelationships among selection,
evaluation, supervision, and inservice training programs,
many factors should be considered. To work well, the
program mu- be suited to the particular organization,
superviso and principals must be trained, and everyone
must be .are of the problems which might occur and how
they can be avoided. Suggestions include:

e Start on a limited scale (perhaps with the admin-
istrative staff).

o DMake outside consultants accessible to principals
and supervisors.
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o Do not be misled by numerical systems, since
numbers themselves do not increase validity.

e Interpret ratings and observations accurately.

e Observe an adequate number of times, discuss
observations often.

e Plan the total system with teachers, special~
ists, administrators.

LT
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Chapter 2

PROCEDURES

The general purpose of this study was to facilitate the
improvement of school personnel practices by providing
research and development information regarding selection
and evaluction of teachers to be used by practicing
administrators, teachers, and board of education members.
To accomplish this purpose, it was necessary to acquire
information, estimate its pertinence, and synthesize

the information in a written report. Therefore, the
procedures used included three phases: (a) information
acquisition, (b) information analysis and interpretation,
and (c¢) information synthesis and reporting.

Information Acquisition

The duration of the project was nine months (December 15,
1969 to September 15, 1970) and the information acquisi-
tion phase covered the first 7 1/2 months. Tt consisted
of the following steps:

Identification and location of written research and
development information:

e search of library documents, journals, indexes,
abstracts, reviews, encyclopedias, and books

e computerized search of USOE research through a
Region IX facility; screening of printout and
acquisition of pertinent items

o computerized search of documents stored in ERIC
through the Clearinghouse of Educational Admin-
istration at the University of Oregon; screening
of printout and acquisition of pertinent items.

o printout from DATRIX, screening and acquisition
of pertinent items

e correspondence with all ERIC centers and acqui-
sition of suggested items

e correspondence with research personnel known to
be involved in related current investigations

. . s | D I R




Practices: Investigation of current practices of public schools:
Schools
e development, testing, and mailing of question-
naires* to 26 of the 40 largest school districts
“ in the U, S. and three suburbs of each of these 1
' large districts, where it was thought most
innovative practices would be found. The districts
" were chosen in such a manner that all geographic
' regions of the U, S. were represented. A listing
of the districts is provided in Appendix 2.4,

® acquisition and analysis of questionnaires* and
written documents from the 32 districts who
responded, ;

e interviews® with personnel in 30 of the districts
(representing 13 states) that responded to the

questionnaire.
Practices: Investigation of current practices of businesses and
Business and industries, and governmental agencies:
Government
e development, testing, and mailing of questionnaires
to 95 medium-to-large businesses and industries.
The companies were chosen from a listing in Fortune
(see Bibliography), representing various types of
industries; the initial listing was expanded on
advice from the Advisory Committee and professors
of business administration at the University of
Washington, A listing of the businesses and
industries is provided in Appendix 2.5,
e mailing of a similar questionnaire to 19 governmental
agencies, listed in Appendix 2.6,
® acquisition and analysis of questionnaires and
written documents from the 61 companies and govern-
mental agencies who responded.
o interviews with personnel in 18 businesses and 5
governmental agencies in 10 states.
Information Analysis and Interpretation
f
1 The information analysis and interpretation overlapped
; the information acquisition stage, extending from approx-
imately January 15 to August 1, 1970, It consisted of the
following steps:
*Copies of the questionnaires and structured interview
forms used are provided in Appendices 2.1, 2.2, 2.3.
Q
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Analvsis of written research and development information:

A procedure was devised for classifving and
assigning items to the research staff.

As sources were read, ideas were abstracted,
recorded and filed by author,

Information was discussed by the research staff
and a system was devised for organizing and
relating ideas.,

Analysis of questionnaire information to determine where
exceptional practices were located and where interviews
should be conducted.

Procedures were designed and checked with the
Advisory Committee to note exceptional practices
and make decisions regarding where interviews
should be conducted.

Organizations which deviated significantly from
the average and the type of activity in which they
deviated were identified from summarized cata.

The location of exceptional respondents was plotted
on a map to determine where clusters of exceptional
organizations existed.

On the basis of number and type of exceptional practices,
and location of the organizatior, decisions were made
regarding which organizations to visit; an interview
schedule was then established and appointments made.

Analysis of interview information and written information
from organizations.

Notes were dictated by the interviewer immediately
following interviews.

Notes were edited by the interviewer(s). (Note:
most interviews were conducted by two interviewers.)

Interview notes and written infcrmation provided by
organizations were read and discussed by the research
staff; unusual procedures and results were identified
and comparisons among organizations were made.

QO
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Preliminary
Draft

Final
Draft

Summary

Information Synthesis and Reporting

This stage of the project overlapped with both of the
prior stages, extending from approximately April 15 to
August 31. It consisted of the following steps:

Development of a system for organizing related ideas.
e Single ideas were identified from initial sources.

e The relationship of the single ideas to each other
and to the initial organizational outline was

discussed.

o The organizational outline was revised and the
single ideas classified according to the new
outline.

Production and editing of a preliminary draft of the
report.

o Sections of the outline were assigned to members
of the research staff.

¢ Initial drafts were written by individual members,
discussed and edited by the total staff, and
rewritten; final editing was done by the principal
investigator.,

e The preliminary draft was critiqued by the Advisory
Committee, two graduate classes in educational
administration at the University of Washington,
and practitioners in educational administration.

Production of the final draft of the report.

8 Critiques of the preliminary draft were analyzed by
the research staff.

® Decisions were made for modification of the content,
organization and format of the report.

e New assignments for writing were made.

e Material was rewritten, edited, and reproduced.
The procedures used in this project allowed considerable
subjectivity regarding what should be included in the

final report, i.e., what should be included because it
is pertinent to the intended audience. However, as
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information was acquired and analyzed, an effort was
made to include different points of view, to report
research results and current practices in an impartial
manner, and to organize ideas so they would be mean-
ingful to practitioners. There was also a conscious
attempt to let the ideas themselves influence how they
should be organized. Finally, the ideas included in
this report have been edited and critiqued by many

people in an attempt to increase the objectivity of
the final results,
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Chapter 3

THE SELECTION OF TEACHERS

Many people consider the teacher selection process as a
single~stage operation consisting of making a choice

during an interview. However, the process includes several
separate but interrelated activities.

Tasks in the  Tasks necessary for completing the selection process
Selection include:
Process
e Determine the total number of teachers needed
and make a complete position analysis for each
vacancy.

® Establish standards for teacher performance appro-
priate to the situation being considered.

® Recruit applicants for the positions.

e Describe the applicants accurately on a variety
of factors after acquiring various types of infor-
mation from different sources.

® Predict behavior of each applicant in the situation
for which he is applying.

e Compare predicted behavior of each applicant with
the desired standards of teacher performance in
order to make judgments regarding the degree to
which each standard would be satisfied.

o Make choices among applicants.

e Establish controls for the total process by
analyzing sources of error.

The selection of teachers involves a variety of
tasks; these tasks may be performed by a single
person or independently by several people. Where
several pecple are involved, each should under—
stand the total process and his contribution to
i1t. (viewpoint: research staff)
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Obviously, one person need not do all of the tasks. For
example, the position analysis need not be made by the same
person who conducts a recruiting campaign. Where several
people are involved it appears equally obvious that coordi-
nation and identification of roles are necessary to make
good decisions and to reduce conflict among individuals.

The tasks in the selection process are designed for persons
to collect information which may be used to predict on-the-
job behaviors of applicants and to relate these behaviors to
the operation of the organization. These tasks are necessary
to ascertain the relative merit of each applicant for a
specific assignment, but the tasks themselves do not describe
the teacher selection process adequately.

A more adequate description of the selection process includes
the following items:

e The person selecting teachers makes an institu-
tional, rather than an individual, decision.

o A quota is followed rather precisely.

e Information gathered to describe applicants repre-
sents a variety of dimensions.

e Usually the decision to select or reject is made
at any one of various points in the sequence of
information gathering, i.e., sequential tests or
sequential hurdles are used.

o In all teacher selection decisions, one of the
acceptable choices is "reject."

e Each teacher applicant is given a single
assignment.

This description emphasizes the aspect of deciding which
applicants are most suitable for a position. However, it
does not consider what the quota should be or how many (if
any) of the applicants should be hired at a particular
time. These problems must be incorporated in the total
process, but they involve processing of different data.
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The Development of Criteria for Teacher Selection

One of the first tasks necessary in implementing the
teacher selection process is to determine what teacher
behaviors or results—-of-behavior should be used for

making decisions about which applicant will be hired or
rejected. However, before these job criteria or standards
are determined, a schoot district must identify the

number of teachers needed to successfully meet 1ts goals.
Consequently, this section will focus on two major topics
regarding the teacher selection process: personnel need
determination and criteria determination.

Persounel Need Determination

Need determination is a process through which an organiza-
tion identifies the personnel, materials, and facilities
needed to accomplish the goals and purposes of the organ-
ization. Determination of school personnel needs must
include consideration of the number as well as the type

of individuals needed. This is done to match personnel
with the unique aspects of each position so that goals

can be accomplished and satisfaction on the part of the
individual hired can be attained.

Presently, many school districts employ some arbitrary
pupll-teacher ratio or some extrapolation from prior
activities to identify the number and type of new teachers
needed.

In industry, on the other hand, personnel needs are deter-
mined on the basis of a detailed annual plan of operation
that is updated quarterly or semi-annually. This plan of
operation generally involves the establishment of broad
goals at high levels in the organization, which are trans-
lated into specific objectives at the level which requires
materials and manpower.* Therefore, needs are determined
by agreement on objectives and means for obtaining these
objectives; once agreement is reached, individual units
can be flexible in accomplishing these goals.

In school districts where such agreement and flexibility
exists, individual schools or departments within the
school may have the opportunity to invest in teacher aides

*These procedures are often described as "management by
objectives' and are directly related to Planning, Pro-
gramming, Budgeting Systems (PPBS) which are becoming
more widespread in education.
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or sccretarial assistance in a way that they consider
to be most c¢fficlent and effective for them.

|:> SUGGESTION

A New Needs
Determina-
tion Approach
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Determination of school personnel needs

chould be Dbased on an annual plan of operation
(rather than on some arbitrari puptl-teacher
retio or extrapolation from prior activities);
developing such a plan requires:

e recxamination of goals

o reexamination of means for accompliching
agoals,

(practice: industry)

In addition to determining personnel requirements accord-
ing to number and types of positions, many districts now
take into account the need for teachers who are members
of certain minority groups, e.g., Chicano, Indian, Black.
Generally, the basic plan for such needs is made in the
central office and transmitted to principals.

A new technique which may be applicable to determining
teacher personnel needs has been developed by Clement
Brown (1968) for determining continuing education needs

of physicians. The technique is different in that:

(a) a diagnosis of needs is made prior to "educational
therapy," and (b) the continuing medical education program
is directly related to the needs of patients. More speci-
fically, the method has three major parts: patient needs,
medical resources, and physician accomplishments. In
terms of what can be done for patients, envision two
partially overlapping circles, one circle designated
"patient needs" (PN), the other 'medical resources," (MR)
(See Figure 3.1.)

PN = patient necds

MR medical resources

il

Figure 3.1. Patient Needs and Medical
Resources Overlap.
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Adaptation
ro Education

The overlapping area represents realistically those
patient needs that can be met realistically by the
current medical resources that are available, or the
medical resources which are facilitating patient needs.
Next, envision a third circle, labeled "physician
accomplishments'" (PA), which partially overlaps the
other two circles. (See Figure 3.2.)

“ PN
%%ilii MR

PA

Patient Needs

]

Medical Resources

]

]

Phys’.cal Accomplishments

Figure 3.2, Interaction of Patient Needs, Medical
Resources, and Physician Accomplishments.

The overlap >f the three circles, or tue shaded area in
Figure 3.2, represents what actually is bcing done. The
part of the patient needs-medical resources overlap that
is not overlapped by physician accomplishment (labeled
Area 1 in Figure 3.2) indicates the objectives which
Brown sees for continuing medical education. That is,
rather than spending time dealing with continuing medi-
cal education programs which stand little chance of
helping those patients who, for example, have non-
preventable disabling diseases, Brown's needs-determina-
tion model points out the necessity to identify those
disabling diseases that can be prevented but which
physicians are not handling adequately. In short, the
technique is a rational approach which allows for setting
continuing education priorities.

In adapting this model to determining school personnel
needs, envision student needs in place of patient needs,
educational resources in place of medical resources, and
school or staff accomplishmen® in place of physician
accomplishment, (See Figuze 3,3.)
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SN = Student Needs
FER = Educational Resources
§ SA = School Accomplishments

Figure 3.3, Interaction of Student Needs, Fducational
Resources, and School Accomplishments.

The overlap of the three circles (i.e., the shaded area
in Figure 3.3) indicates what the school or staff is
currently doing to meet students' needs. The part of

the student needs--educational resources overlap that is
not overlapped by school or staff accomplishment (labeled
Areca 1) suggests those student needs for which resources
are available and which realistically can be accomplished
by the school or staff if proper attention is given.

To implement this technique the following procedures
should be followed:*

o Have teachers and principals identifv the needs
of their students.

o Have teachers and principals identify those needs
that education has the resources and ability to
meet,

o Have teachers and principals identify those student
needs that are being satisfied by the personnel
currently available.

o Based on the resicual, identify areas in which
current personnel can be given additional train-
ing, and establish a search for new personnel to
fill voids current staff cannot £fill.

This last step is designed to help fill the vacant space
of the student needs-educational resources overlap.

*Thece procedures are adapted from a paper delivered by
Drown at the Conference Workshop on Regional Medical
Programs, Washington, D. C., 1968.
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In short, this procedure provides the personnel worker
with some assistance to rationally determine personnel,

as well as materials, facilities, and inservice training
needs. It also helps identify those student needs which
the school should be meeting given the current educational
resources, but which are not being met because of lack of
application of those resources by the school or staff.

£ SUGGESTION
Determination of school personnel needs may be
|
r

based on an analysis of students' needs, edu-
cational resources, and school or staff
accomplishments, (viewpoint: PRrown, 1968)

Overhiring

What happens when overhiring has occurred? How does this
situation affect the selection process? When overhiring
has occurred, industry has approached the problem differ-
ently from most school districts. Since industrial needs
fluctuate rapidly at times, some industries have attempted
to control the need for hiring by initiating training
sessions for employees during slack periods rather than
reducing the work force and then spending money for re-
acquisition.

|:> SUGGESTION

When overhiring occurs, school districts should
consider using available personnel in alterna-
tive ways (rathizr than simply modifying the
pupil-teacher ratio) in order to increase the
long-range effectiveness of the system.
(practice: industry)

At least two possibilities are reasonable in most situa-
tions of this type:

e Special training sessions can be established for
people who are having difficulty or who need to
acquire special skills.

\ e Certain persons on the staff can be released to
accomplish special needs such as research.
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Although decision problems would be created in
determining who sihould be involved in the
special activities, this procedure is poten-
tially more beneficial than simply modifying
the pupil-teacher ratio.

::> NOTE

Accurate estimates of personnel needs some-
times are influenced by the consequences of
previous misestimates, (practice: schools)

Where principals are responsible for estimating needs for
personnel in a building, and when they are not likely to
be required to transfer teachers to another building if
an overestimate occurs, they tend to be liberal in their
cstimates of enrollment (and consequent teacher needs).
Conversely, conservative estimates tend to occur when
transfers are required.

Criteria DNDetermination

Once the decision has been made to hire new personnel, it
is necessary to determine criteria to be used in selecting
new teachers. To accomplish this task, the following must
be done:

@ The nature of the criteria to be used must be
understood.

e The important aspects of the pos.tion(s) to be
filled must be analyzed.

@ The best means for deciding on which criteria
will be used for specific teaching positions
must be determined.

Doing these three things effectively increases the proba-
bility of choosing the best teacher for each job.

Nature of criteria. What is a criterion or what are
criteria? A criterion is defined as a standard, rule, or
principle, which is used to judge the value or utility of
something. That is, it serves as a standard against
which comparisons may be made, e.g., a criterion of a
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Criterion
Problems

good major league baseball pitcher may be that he wins
at least twenty games a season,

In teacher selection, a criterion is considered to be
those behaviors or results-of-behavior which the
personnel worker is trying to predict., The personnel
worker attempts to determine certain attributes or
performances of prospective teacher candidates which will
assist him in selecting those individuals who can success-
fully perform on-the-job tasks, Consequently, in the
selection process, the personnel man initially specifies
standards of successiul teaching for a gilven situation;
he then identifies, through study and experience, those
variables which will help him predict which candidates
will meet the criteria of a ''good" teacher for this
specific situation.

Historically, the teacher selection process has been
geared to predict only a single criterion. Inherent in
such an approach has been the assumption that there
exists a single ultimate standard expressed by some
general overall factor which represents what a ''good"
teacher is. Although the use of an ultimate criterion
would be advantageous, the fact is that such an outlook
is a distortion of reality since the nature of the task
to be performed has many complex facets and Is constantly
changing because of new inputs,

The fallacy of the single criterion lies in
its assumption that everything that is to
be predicted is related to everything else
to be predicted--that there is a general
factor in all criteria accounting for
virtually all of the important variance

in behavior at work and its various con-
sequences of wvalue. (Guion, 1961:145)

It has been known for some time that criteria change

from time to time and from one situation to another, and
that there are many aspects contributing to job success
(Guion, 1961; England and Patterson, 1960; Ghiselli,
1956; and others). For example, Forehand and Gilmer
(1964) found that criteria of job performance change, not
only as a result of the growth and development of a
particular job position, but also because of the vigorous
functioning of the organization over a period of time,

A case in point is the research by Bass (1962), which
showed that after three years, meritorious performance of
good salesmen was morr contingent on esteem and popularity

than on ability., An -xample of the effect of organizational
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factors on teacher behavior is the study conducted bv
Wilk and Edson (1963) in which they looked at student
teacher responses to multi--sized groups. They found
that classroom placement varilables had a significant
influence on student teacher performance,

Recognition of the complex and changing nature of
criteria concerning teacher selection has been evident
for some time, Exemplars of this recognition are quite
evident in the literature regarding teacher effective-
ness, e.g., see N, L, Gage's chapter, "Paradigms for
Research on Teaching," in his Handbook of Research on
Teaching (1963) or the Flanders article, "Teacher Effec-
tiveness,'" in the Encyclopedia of Educational Research
(1969).

) NOTE

In developing criteria for teacher selection,
consideration must be given to the complex
tnteraction of teacher behavior, learnev beha-
vior, and envirommental factors in the teaching-
learning process. In addition, it must be
recognized that with the passage of time these
individual and situational variables change.

Understanding that the nature of criteria for teacher
selection are complex and dynamic, how does one go about
identifving and deciding what the actual criteria should
be? It is the purpose of the next two sections to deal
with this question.

Job dimension specification. The first step in identi-
fying criteria for teacher selection is development of

a position analysis from which to infer the criteria
important for job proficiency. The purpose of the posi-
tion analysis is to gather and analyze data about the
nature and conditions of a position so the personnel
worker can:

o identify what is important for selection and
evaluation purposes

e determine how to measure what is important

e communicate to the prospective new teacher
the major and minor aspects of the position
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Scope of
Position
Analysis

o provide guidance for setting up inservice training
programs

e 1infer what information might be collected that
would help predict the success of the applicant
on the job.

The scope of position analysis, in industry, generally
includes both an analysis of the job (e.g., the job
title, the procedures of work, the physical ccnditions

of work, the relation of the job to other jobs, and the
conditions of employment) and an analysis of the employee
(e.g., physical characteristics, psychological character-
istics, and demographic data).

The scope of position analysis, in education, is somewhat
similar to industry and government; however, as Gilbert,
et al. (1966) indicate, following their survey of 320
large school districts in the United States, only five
percent used a specific job description form, and there
was a trend which suggests that s the size of the school
district increased, the specificity of information in the
job descriptions decreased,

All too often, position analyses are superficial and
global. A common tendency is to stereotype desirable
qualities in a teacher; however, lists of general qualities
are of little value to criterion development. What is
needed is an accurate description of the job, and, as
Thorndike (1949) suggests, "...an examination of worker
characteristics in relation to the job."

It is important that position analyses be made and updated
frequently for each teaching position (Ellsbree, 1959;
Mahoney, et al., 1963). The major reason for this results
from the nature of criteria, which is affected by the
unique aspects of each teaching situation and the complex
and dynamic relationship of the existing environmental
factors to the behavior of teachers.

In conducting an analysis of a position, the basic question
that is trying to be answered is, "What must the indivi-
dual do and what characteristics must he possess to be a
success?'" Basically, this is the same question instruc-
tional designers ask in the development of curriculum and
course objectives, i.e., "What must the learner do to
successfully attain the instructional objectives, and

what prerequisite knowledges or skills must he possess?"
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Whether the object of focus is selection or instruction,
the answer to the question, "What is important..."
provides the essential criteria for success.

Palmer (1970), in studying the effect of using a completed
position analysis outline {PAO) on selection decisions

in a simulated teacher selection situation concluded that
the PAO had an effect on the behavior predicted and
ranking of certain applicants. This result indicates the
potential for using a PAO in the teacher selection
process. The fact that the completed PAO provided sub-
jects with a more explicit criteria upon which to hase
selection decisions was consistent with the notion that
different applicants may be viewed differently as "a
result of explicit criteria" (Palmer: 1970, 47).

The following position analysis outline is the one developed
by Palmer in his research:

I. General Nature of the Position
A. Broad goals of the system
B. Organizational structure of the system
C. General expectations of the teacher
1. In the classroom
2. In relationships with members of the
organization
3. In relationships with external groups
or individuals
II. Staticz and Dynamic Features of the Position
A, What is likely to be more important at

the beginning of the assignment?
B. What is likely to change?

C. What is likely to influence this change?
D. How will this position be affected by
other people?
L. How accepting is the community?
F. What is the nature of the students?
III. Teacher Behaviors
A. Required
1. In the classroom
2. In relationships with members of the
organization
3. In relationships with external groups

or individuals

B. Desired
IV. Teacher Characteristics Sought
A, Aptitudes
¢ B. Skills
4 C. Social requirements
! D. Interests
E. Physical
L
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£ SUGGESTION

Because of the complex and dynamic nature of
each teaching position, an accurate and detailed 1
position analysis, developec for each position,
aids in making decisions in the selection of
teachers. (research: Palmer, 1970)

Final Deciding on criteria. Once the position analysis has been
Criteria made, the next step in criteria determination is to use
Decisions the information to help decide on what the criteria or

standards will be to indicate job success.

What should be considered in choosing criteria? It is
recognized that criteria used in teacher selection
include both teacher behaviors and/or result-of-teacher
behavior. When one is identifying the criteria to be
employed for teacher selection, the following ideas
should be considered:

e A limited number of Dbehaviors should be identified:
this increases the reliability of measurement by
staying within the capacity of observers.

e Behaviors should be reliably measurable, opera-
tionally defined, and focused on specifics.

e Behaviors should differentiate among individuals
and ought not to overlap.

@ Behaviors should be related to the purposes of the
situation in which they are expected to be exhibited.
Behaviors that are considered important must be
established in each community--in light of an
accepted value system.

® Behaviors should include verbal interactions as
well as non-verbal communications, in the class-
room as well as out-of-classroom action. The
manner in which activities are organized, choiee
and content, types and sequences of activities

f and strategies used in teaching are all means of

producing certain effects on learners, and are

reasonable items to include for observation.

oo
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D) CAUTTON

Because teacher behaviors to ke predicted are
complex, dynamic, and specific to a situation,
long-lasting predictions are not likely to
occur, Because of this, the usefulness of
certain applicant characteristics to predict
on-the-job success should be reviewed
frequently.* (viewpoint: Guron, 1961;

and others)

Conditions change under which individuals teach, and
this affects the behavior that they exhibit and the
outcomes they produce. For example, the type of super-
vision in a given building might change drastically with
a change of principals; consequently, more or less
assistance with certain activities might be expected.
Also, behaviors considered inportant might change as

the student population changes. The changes in these
two factors, conditions of work and nature of thes student
population, are instances of the changing or dynamic
nature of the teacher hehaviors being predicted and
account for some of the difficulty of obtaining long-
lasting predictions. Therefore, it is necessary to
reexamine the established criteria for each teaching
position periodically.

Criteria How should criteria be defined? To insure the quality of

Definitions selection decisions, the criteria must be defined by
specifying clearly the behaviors or outcomes to be
measured and the level of performance necessary for
success.,

) NOTE

Clearly defined criteria not only serve as
standards against which comparisons are made,
but also guard against misinterpretation.
(viewpoint: research staff)

*A more technical discussion of this criterion validity
problem is presented in Appendix 3.1.
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Who Decides?

NS VA WA

Who decides on the criteria to be employed and the
assigning of the weight to each of the criteria? Gen-
erally, the final decision 1s based on a value judgment
of some individual or group. As a result, the worth

of the value judgment, and the selected criterion, is
dependent on the expertise of the decision maker(s) and
the information available for determining the criteria.

NOTE

Decisions on criteria a~e improved when
based on Jjudgment pooled following empiri-
cal validation. (research: DeNelsky, 1969)

If an individual's intuitive judgment, expertise notwith-
standing, 1s the only recourse for determining criteria,
the decisions being made are '"built on the weakest of
foundations " (Guion, 1961). However, there are indica-
tions that if individuals pool their judgments, the
gelection of the criteria will be improved. DeNelsky
(1969) found that the pooled judgment of several judges,
using a modified version of Stephenson's O-sort technique,
vielded greater predictive accuracy that the judgments of
individual psychologists.

Various statistical weighting techniques are suggested by
Ghiselli and Brown (1955) as one means to solve the
problem of experts subjectively choosing and weighting
criteria. However, as Albright, et al. (1963:37) point
out, "until a comprehensive theory of job performance is
formulated [the pooled judgment of experts] is probably
as good a method for the practitioner as any.'

Involvement of teachers in the development of criteria,
and specifically the indication of behaviors desirable
for a given position, generally occurs in collaboration
with principals. It appears that principals often have
the responsibility of precisely defining the job descrip-
tion and they share this responsibility with teachers.

@ CONCLUSION

Involving teachers in the development of
eriteria may serve two purposes: the posi-
tion may be defined more accurately, and
the morale of the professional staff may

be increased. (practice: schools)

89

i
-]
I




In addition to principals and teachers, the following
personnel are sometimes involved in development of
criteria: wvice-principal; department chairman; central
office personnel, including superintendents or their
representatives; personnel directors; and curriculum
supervisors., Who makes the final decision regarding
criteria determination indicates where the district

has placed responsibility for development of philosophies
and means of operation.

When the central office controls the final determination
of criteria, uniform selection criteria are likely; but
where building principals make decisions regarding
criteria, there is likely to he considerable diversity in
characteristics being sought.

:> CONCLUSION

Where the decision i1s made regarding deter-
mination of criteria ts likely to influence
the diversity of criteria being sought.
(rosition: research staff)

-

Summary In summary, decisions regarding criteria selection should
Regarding be made with the following ideas in mind:
Criteria

e The behaviors desired or the result of the behaviors
(i.e., the criteria) should be capable of being
measured reliably.

@ The criteria should be relevant to the specific
situation, that is, they should have acceptable
validity,

@ Criteria should be updated frequently because each
local situation is complex and changes rapidly.

o Criteria should be acceptable to teachers as well

as to administrators and other members of the
community,

noZrioment

Fach school district, once having established general
, needs and developed more specific job descriptions within
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the framework of those needs, cannot actually begln
selection process without a pool of candidates from
which to choose. Because selection implies choice,

the

recruitment or the search for enough capable personnel

is crucial to the selectlon task.

In addition to the development of an applicant pool

recrultment is crucial to selection because it is the

basis of the quality of candidates as w=ll as the
quantitx.

NOTE

Recruitment must attract both a high quality
and ar. adequate quantity of applicants if <t
is to enhance the selection riocess. (view-
point: research staff)

Generally, the intensity of recruitment is related
availability of potential candidates from tte teach
market,

NOTE

to the
er

When a surplus of teachers exists, school
systems use rigorous selection procedures;
however, when there is a shortage of candi-
dates, school systems must develop and
maintain an effective recruitment program
as a prerequisite to selection. (practice:
schools)

It is axiomatic that no selection program can be effective

unless the number of candidates is substantially gr

eater

than the number of positions (Fear: 1958), i.e., a system-
atic selection program cannot compensate for an inadequate
number of candidates. A recruitment prorram must provide

an applicant pool that is adequate in nur’der and di

verse

in characteristics. When the applicant pool is too small,

the problems are obvious; and most administratcrs t

Ty to

nzke positions more attractive or to contact more potential
applicants. When the applicant pool is at least adequate
. Often

a careful examination of the recruitment process does not

or very large, there is a tendency to be complacent

olcur.
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[3> CAUTION

Although an applicant pool may be large,

evidence snould continue to be collected

to determine whether modified recruitment
procedures might produce more diverse and
more highly qualified applicants. (prac-
tice: indusiry)

The large applicant pool may not always contain candi-
dates to fit special needs nor does it guarantee enough
high quality candidates.,

Recause recruitment is continous, fast moving and competi-
tive, recruitment programs tend to require considerably
more money and a disproportionate amount of administra-
tive time (Maloney: 1961), partly due to the fact that
some administrators like to maintain personal control of
this phase of selection. However, the absolute cost of
recruitment should not be considered separate from the
results, and there is a continuous need for school dis-
tricts to monitor recruitment procedures, to measure

“heir effectiveness, and to make appropriate modifications.

NOTE

The cost of hiring the wrowng candidate
can be higher in terms of suppliementary
training, wasted salary, adverse public
relations, and lost productivity than
the cost of more ertensive recruitment
would have been. (practice: industry)

Many businesses will expend vast amounts of money and
effort each year on personnel recruitment in order to
increase productivity and reduce the cost of finding and
orienting replacements (Hinrich: 1960). School districts
may wish to adopt this business practice.




£ SUGGESTION

School districts should analyze their recruit-
ment programs in terms of cost versus results.
Such an analysis may increase initial costs,
but more effective recruitment programs should
produce better long--range results. (practice:
industry)

A recent study of recruitment practices in some randomly
selected districts in a midwestern state found that the
average cost per teacher hired amounted to $146 (Fitz-
gerald: 1970). A remarkable and especially interesting
comparison occurs when this is compared to the financial
effort put forth in busine s and industry, $1822 per
profess’onal hired.

Fitzgerald also found 2 lack of written policy and budget-
ing for recruitment in the districts studied. The pro-~
ject found that often the recruitment program is locked
upon as only a scheduling of interviews on a travel
itinerary (with occasional advertising). It would seem
that if recruitment is important enough for the kind of
expenditures noted by bhusiness and industry; that if
schools do not look upon recruitment as important enough
for policy and budgeting; and that if school officials

are not seeing recruitment as part of the larger selec-
tion process, school officials should begin to seriously
examine their recruitment efforts and begin local research.

Recruitment serves more than the immediate function of
strengthening an applicant pool. Although forecasts are
not clear as to the duration of any current teacher sur-
plus, there seems to be a trend for teacher-training
institutions to be more selective in accepting trainees.

Because it may become necessary for school districts to
attract those fewer but better trained teachers being
produced, recruitment will remain essential to the selec-
tion process. If a large surplus remains, recruitment
will still serve its function of attracting high quality
candidates.
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C:) SUGGESTION

Diverse recruiting practices should be
developed for both long-term and short-
term needs. (practice: industry, schools)

To accomplish long-term and short-term needs in recruit-
ing nersonnel, the following suggested procedures are
being used by iIndustries, government agencies, and
school districts.

e Develop a close relationship with colleges and
universities, in order to let colleges know
what positions are available and what types
of people are needed, and to influence the
curriculum being offered to future employees.
The procedure for developing close relation-
ships varies, but includes:

a. sending the same recruiters to the same
campuses annually so they become acquainted
with campus personnel}

b. sending recent graduates back to the alma
mater to talk to seniors and tell campus
personnel how well they like their position,
and

c. providing each campus with a cumulative
listing of graduates who have been hired
by the organization.

e Sponsor a two-day tour and visit of the district
for placement directors.

¢ Use minority employees to visit colleges to help
identify prospective candidates in minority groups.

e Participate in 'career day" programs on campuses.

e Provide supervisors, teachers, or principals to
talk to classes or groups of students on campuses.

e Send curriculum materials to colleges and univer-
sities for use in curriculum classes. (In industry,
this takes the form of sending products to campus
for examination.)
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® Encourage employees to ask friends and acquaintances
to apply for employment; in some cases, incentive
bonuses are given to employees if a referral is
employed.

e Establish a temporary recruitment center in a
given geograpnic center. Advertise in advance
to attract inquiries, and send teams to interview
those who make requests. This 1s a procedure
used to attract experienced teachers.

e Use a 10-15 minute slide~tape presentation before
the interview to acquaint the applicant with the
district and give him a more realistic view of the
community (or prepare a brochure on the district,
including not only salary schedules and promotion
golicies, composition of student population, etc.,
but also information on living expenses.)

o Advertise in Afro-American newspapers to attract
minority group teachers.

The lack of research on recruitment practices indicates
that effects of particular strategies are taken for
granted.

SUGGESTION

Local school districts should invest in
research to identify effective recruitment
procedures. (proctice: industry)

Collection of Dita cn Applicants

The selection process and its sequence are based on the
collection of data on applicants. Without a systematic
means for collecting and analyzing information, the
differences between candidates are less apparent and
precise. Without data the selection decision becomes one
of chance.

The selection decision has multiple sources for the infor-
mation uneeded. The following list comprises the main
sources of candidate data:
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. . . . 4 /
e letters of application and inquiry, and resume

@ the application form and personal history
questionnaire

e recommendations

e college placement and commercial agency materials
e certificates and licensvs

e interview(s)

o paper and pencil tests

e actual performance assessment

s /
Letters of Application and Inquiry, and the Resume

Although little research information has been found on
these sources of information in relation to selection
decisions, they are usually unsolicited and the first
contact (other than possible recruitment interviews)
frc . a potential applicant. However, the information
they supply may be differentiating to some degree. For
instance, it could be hypothesized that the spelling
and clarity of these initial sources ~f information may
indicate some candidate quality (or lack of it).

::> CAUTION

Any decisions rmade at this point should only
be made on the bhasis of reiection of the
obviously incompetent. (practice: schools,
industry)

) NOTE

Businesses have indicated that there may be
some value in evaluating the applicant’s
letter in terms of the information he s
seeking and what information the applicant
has about the employing organization which
1 may have prompted the inquiry. (practice:
. industry)
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The résumé is included in this first group of infor-
mation sources because it is usually unsolicited and
accompanies the letter of inquiry.

£ CAUTION

The résumé may not always be a reliable
source of information because of the
variety of acceptable yormats and because
1ts purpose is to make the potgntial can-
didate look attractive. The resumé may
have been written by a professional agency
rather than tihe candidate. (practice:
industry)

The lack of specific information on these sources of
data should also indicate the need for school districts
to conduct research.

G SUGGESTION

School districts should engage in research

to justify the continued use of letters of
application, inquiries, and résumés as infor-
mation for mcking selection decisions. (view-
point: researzh staff)

Application Form and Personal History Information

One of the common personnel practices in industry on
which considerable research has been conducted is use
»f the application form, or its companion, the personal
history questionnaire (Dunnette, 1959; Heilig, 1963;
Edgerton, et al.,1957)

CONCLUSION

School districts do not capitalize - n the
potentially beneficial predictive informa-
tion contained in the application form and
personal history questionnaire. (practice:
industry)

The use of the application form as a source of informa-
tion to predict a candidate's success is based on studies
which usually use current employees as subjects. Gen-
erally these studies correlate information from the
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application blank (often called demographic data: such
as age, marital status, number of dependents, years of
experience, etc.) with some measure of success (super-
visor ratings, salary, etc.).

These correlations become the basis for predictive
validity estimates. Those items on the blank which
correlated significantly with "success'" items are then
used to predict the success of new applicants.

Heilig (1963) completed a correlation study between
application form data and teacl g success. The criterion
was the department chairman's judgment of "success." le
found that the age when hired, teaching professional
society membership, publication, and former militarv
rank were the most frequently uccurring predictors of
success in individual departments, Specific character-
istics for individual departments or divisions of the
employment group did vary and ''characteristics accepted
as predictors of teaching effectiveness did not apply in
some departments."

> SUGGESTION

{

Since application form data do not predict
success equally well for all positions,
local school districts should develop ard
validate their own forms. (viewpoint:
researcit staff)

In contrast to the weighted application form, the 'personal
history'" correlates various background topics with cri-
teri which deal with human relations effectiveness and
creativityv (Edgerton, Feinberg and Thomson: 1957). The
predictions made in these studies are concurrent validity
estimates; they can cover such items as preferences,
attitudes and interpretation of experience rather than
being limited to factual items so characteristic of the
studies of weighted forms.

Typical of some of the studies conducted in industry is
one done by Smith et al. (@93) who found that the per-
sonal history technique was valuable and that it yielded
noncurrent validity estimates of .61 and .52 for overall
performance ratings.

Recommendations

Most studies indicate that letters of recommendation are
either worthless generalizations or have not kept up with
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the changes in skill of the applicant. Stone and Kendall
suggest that a request for references should cover speci-
fic questions such as dates of employment, salary,

whether former employer would rehire, basis of judgment,
etc,, and should seek an appraisal of performance. Most
if not all letters of recommendation carried by the appli-
cant are worthless in obtaining an accurate and unbiased
appraisal of his personal character or worth to an
employer (Stone and Kendall: 1956).

With regard to written materials, the U. S. Civil Service
Commission (1961) cautions the employer to be sure that:

@ elements in his inquiry form correspond to the
more important qualifications of the positicn;

@ he has obtained information from as many persons
as possible who have observed the applicant in a
variety of situations during, as a minimum, the
past five years;

9 he includes a letter, signed by the responsible
executive, with the form, emphasizing the impor-
tance of the evaluation process, presenting a
description of the job to be filled, asking for
full coonperation, and stressing that the form is
confidential and will be used only to evaluate
the candidate; and

e he gives greater credence to forms where the
narrative indicates that the rater has full
information, has seen the applicant in a variety
of situations, and has used high standards in
his evaluaticn,

Studies about letters of recommendation do indicate that
they contain some worth if they contain discriminating
adjectives.

) YOTE

Letters of recomrmendation from previous
employers which describe specific mental
ability and precise job success are much
more discrimnating than those which
merely damn with faint praise. (research:
Peres and Garecia: 1962)
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Peres and Garcia (1962) found that words such as
"cooperation" and "urbanity' were poor discriminators

in terms of job success. In their study of 625 reference
letters, factor analysis identified five factors:

(a) cooperation-consideration, (b) mental agility,

(c) urbanity, (d) vigor, and (e) dependability-reliability.
In another study, Bozarth (1956) found that descriptive
comments in the reference letter had little relationship
with scoves on the Miller Analogies Test and the Watson-
Glaser test of critical thinking.

) NOTE

The problems with using letters of recom-
mendation in the selection process seem
to be:

e Vvalidity varies greatily accordirg
to the quality of the letters.

o Most letters do not diseriminate
suf'fieiently omong applicants.

(practice: schools, industry)

This suggests that organizations should begin to train
those responsible for the reading and writing of letters
of recommendation and begin some local validation of

those letters by matching them against the criteria of
success previously mentioned. In this way, both consis-
tency of quality in and power of prediction from reference
letters should be increased.

Placement Agency Data

For predictive studies not unlike those developed with
application forms, information from the candidate's place-
ment agency materials may be worth exploration. Although
information from the candidate’s placement agency may
include information redundant to the application forms,

it can be used as a check against the application data.
Placement agencies also furnish transcripts, student teach-
ing evaluations, and references and recommendations from

Y college personnel and/or former employers.

Research evidence regarding the valid use of agency infor-
mation is seriously lacking, and because of the diverse
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nature of the agencies and the information they supply,
the consistent predictive power of that information is
questionable.

|:> SUGGESTION

Scehool districts should seek a common under-
standing with placement agencies regarding
the need for development of consistently
eliable information on candidates. (view-
point: research staff)

Certification

It is usually the candidate's responsibility to present
evidence that state and local legal requirements have
been met and certification or licensing has taken place.
Teaching certificates are nearly always prerequisites to
being hired; therefore they serve to screen out those
applicants who do not legally qualify for consideration.

Interviews
Purposes of No part of the selection process is more widely used than
Interview the personal interview; most people feel that the inter-

view contributes something to the selection process that
cannot be gained in any other way (Fear, 1943). Perhaps
this feeling is the result of the personal contact that
provides a two-way exchange of information or the oppor-
tunity to give information as well as get it (Moyer,
1948; Horst, 1962; Wagner, 1949). Certainly the person
interviewed is left with an impression, correct or not, of
the entire organization (Moyer, 1948; Hansen, 19€0).

L)) NOTE

Interviews are designed to acquire information
about applicants and to provide information to
them; the type of information beir sought and
f provided decides the structure ana content for
. the interview. (practice: schools, industry)

For example, where the purpose of the interview is to
determine if the individual's aspirations are aligned with
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a vacancy in the districty certaln questions and areas

of discussion are suggested. Also, the interviewer can
ascertain that the applicant fully understands the work
involved, thereby decreasing later turnover from job
dissatisfaction. The amount of time spent in presenting
information about the school district depends on the
scarcity of applicants and the nature of information
provided in other formats. Some distri~ts and businesses
use written brochures or slide-tape presentations to
supplement the interview. A

When designing the total interview procedure, many differ-
ent factors should be considered, among them the following:

@ number of interviewers to be simultaneously involved
in an interview

e which people to involve as interviewers

e number of interviews to be conducted per candidate
¢ number of interviewees to be obsarved at one time
e nature of the interview

e relation of written information available about
the candidate to the interview

£ NOTE

The most outstanding characteristic about
interview proctices throughout the country
1s their variety. (practice: schools,
industry)

The structure of interviews varies from virtually no
structure at all, with great flexibility available to

the interviewer, to highly structured interviews where
questions to be asked are decided beforehand. One per-
sonnel director reported that he allows each interviewer
to design the interview to fit his own personality.
Several industries make use of on-site visits which allow
the applicant, as well as his potential supervisor, to
become well acquainted with the future working conditions.
In some places semi-patterned interviews are conducted to
minimize overlap of questions by different interviewers.
In that way the applicant 1s not compelled to answer the
same set of questions in a series of interviews.
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Some idea of the variety #n the number of persons who may
interview a single applicant, as well as the different
patterns of interview sequence; is presented in Filgure
3.4, The first bex 1n each seguence indicates tb.: source
of iritial contact, In some cases this mayv be simply an
unsolicited letter it may be a letter solicited by pub-
licity sent to itue college, or it may be a regularly
scheduled interview on campus.

Teachers sometimes help to determine how the applicant
will work in a team situation, Also, they may help
"sell" an applicant on a ,osition or provide information
to assist him in making a decision.

Usually, at least one interview is arranged with a person
high in the organization, another with the principal cr
the academic supervisor, and sometimes a veer is utilized
in order to give the applicant a complete picture of the
organization. Sometimes principals nr consultants are
asked to make composite ratings on applicants subsequent
to ratirgs on specific qualities. Where this happens,
rhe pzrsonnel department usually analyzes the data and
makes a final decision, When the final decision is not
made by the personnel department, the principal is often
asked to indicate a preference among applicants,

Industry makes use of similar sequences; the head of the
personnel department makes 3imilar decisicns to those of
the superintendent of schools, and the department super-
visor plays an analogous role to that of the principal.

In addition, many industries are concerned that applicants
have done some "homework' on the industryv, demonstrating
their interest by acquiring considerable information

about the company before making application for work
there,

Another source of variety in interview practices is the
amount of training givern to interviewers. One school
district ceported a full two-day workshopr is devoted to
training, More gemnerally, scinols anc industries tend to
devote zn hour or two at the most; some we:e as casual as
"an informal discussion in the car on the way t. the
college to interview." The use of training manuals for
interviewres was foun¢ in a few cases. Occasiowally, if
untrained intevrviewers were used, a trained or experienced
interviewer accompanied them,
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sequence A

Scquence B

Sequence C
*

Sequence D

fecruitment Unsolicited Recruitment ..
I rv i . Solicited
nterview and Interview L
on Campus Solicited on Campus etters
Personnel Ing ] ) d .
Department nfo?matlon Superlvten en Info?matlon
Intervicws Acquired Interviews Acquired
- .,.-_..;-M.._-_.__T
Infermation Principal Assignment Eersonnelt
. . epa.
Acquired Interviews Made P LLTen
Interviews
y « !
o Personnel L
Principal Bepart . Principal
Tnterviews epar Wen Interviews
Interviews
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Use of
Single
Criteria

Group
Interviews

L) NOTE

Many school districts and industries still
erroneously use the interview as a way to
uncover the single criterion which they
believe predicts teacher or employee
effectiveness. (practice: schools,
industry)

For example, some districts expressed the desire for
teachers who cared more about children than subject
matter, or who were enthusiastic (believing that enthusi-
asm overcomes most difficulties) or who were of a specific
race. There seemed to be, in many instances, little
recognition of the need for multiple predictors, as

well as predictors specific to each situation and group

of students.

Industries tend to make more use of group interviews (e.g.,
where more than one interviewee is observed as a discussion
is held on a given topic) than do school districts, but
neither schools nor industries use them extensivelv. The
"serial" interviews shown on Tigure 3.4 are quite commonly
used in the schools.

As an example of a group interview, the Leaderless Group
Discussion technique is used to select persons exhibiting
leadership ability. Six to eight examinees are asked to
discuss an assigned topic for a specific length of time.
Raters, who do not take part in the discussion, observe
their performance.

Bellows and Estep (1956); Bass (1954); and Willing (1962)
cite several advantages of the group interview:

® All applicants are seen simultaneousl - “y all of
the people responsible for the selectiun decision.

e Multiple observations of the same behavior tend to
increase reliability.

® Less time is used by each observer.
® People who find interviewing difficult because of

poor face-to-face human relations skills may
able to observe and rate in this manner.
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Structured
Versus
nhstructured
Interviecws

Need for
Specific
OChjectives

Some investipators believe that nondirective or unstruc-
tured interviews result in hetter evidence that more
direct questioning (Richardson,et al., 1965; Chruden and
Sherman, 1961). When the applicant is allowed to talk
about whatever seems important to him, it is believed he
will provide the essential information, even though cach
applicant provides different information (Mover, 1948).

Other investigators state that only through the structured
interview, which facilitates collection of comparabhle
information among applicants, can reliable and obhjective
decisions be made (Ulrich and Trumbo, 1965; England and
Patterson, 1260; Crissy, 1952; Maccobby and Maccobby,

1954). 1In practice, most interviewers use varying degrees

of structure during different parts of an interview.

The importance of specific objectives in the interview is
frequently stressed.

L) CONCLUSION

Stress
Interviews

106

"hen the objective 1s vague and tll-defined,
and no particular form has been given to the
intervien, .. the reliability cax be shown to
be very poor and 1t follows that the validity,
too, would be very poor." (research: Younge.,
105€:26)

Another variety of interview discussed in the literature
on interviewing is the stress interview., UVhen the job
for which the applicant is being interviewed involves
stress of some kinil, the interviewer may attempt to simu-
late the tensions of the position in order to observe the
applicant's emotional stabilit: and frustration tolerance
under strain. While current government practices °nd
literature on school interviewing indicate that stress
interviews are heing used, research does not yet prove
their success--beyond the satisfaction expressed by people
who have tried it (Rellows and Estep, 1957; School

‘Management, 1964).
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CAUTION

Some interviewers believe that in only a

few minutes, five to ten at the most, an
opinion can be formed to screen out
obviously unqualified candidates, (research:
Fear, 1958) However, research has not sub-
stantiated the reliability of such an opinion
for a wide variety of interviewers involved
in selecting teachers.

In fact, the early part of the interview is when manv
interviewers commit themselves to a decision regarding

the applicant. This commitment may be made either con-
sciously or unconsciously. Bolster and Springbett (1961)
found this same early commitment, although it was followed
by tendencies to shift decisions according to these
principles:

e The amount of interview commitment at the time
of a decision shift and the weight of the
challenging information both affect the
amount of change made in decisions.

o It is easier to shift a rating in the direction
of a rejection decision that in the direction
of acceptance.

e People have different amounts of sensitivity
to negative evidence.

e An item of information received toward the end
of the interview carries more weight than it

would if received earlier in the interview.

CONCLUSION

Tnerefore, when information is received, as
well as its content, affects how it is per-
cetved. (research: Bolster and Springbett,
1961, and others)

If written information about an applicant is read orior

to the interview, it is done to help structure the inter-
view and to probe areas that should provide maximum
information. Reading the information during the inter-
view is justified on the basis of inability to acquire the
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information ahead of time and a desire to see it prior
to leaving the individual. When interviews arec con-
ducted prior to reading written information, the ration-
ale is usually that it prevents the interviewer from
establishing biases.

|:> NOTE

No generalizations ean be made regarding th=
qoodnese of interviews, This is due to the
lact that the interviewer is a part of the
measuring instrument as he Jjudges each can-
didate; hence there is no common measuring
instrument to be studied, nor can general-
tzations be made regarding the precision

of the instrument. (viewpoint: CSpringhett,

| 1058)
|

Functions To further complicate matters, the interviewer performs
| of Inter- three separate information processes: gathering, pro-
| viewer cessing, and evaluating information. These processes

are, to some extent, independent. Some insist
, (Springbett, 1958) that the same person need not ao them
| all, and that they do not necessarily have to be done
during the interview. The interview itself may serve
only to gather information from which another person
makes the decisions involving svnthesis and evaluation.

In addition to gathering, processing, and evaluating
information, an interviewer may be called upon to predict
what the applicant will do in the future. The two tasks
of observation and prediction mav have little relation

to each other; some interviewers mav be able to do one
effectively and not the other (Giedt, 1955).

Sources of Additional sources of interviewer errors are given in the
Error literature.®* Many of them result from attending to cues
that are of little consequence.

*See the discussion on "Factors Influencing the Interpre-
tation of Data' on pps. 120-5 for a mors general discussion
of errors in the selection process.
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£ CAUTION

Administrators should be aware of the fact
that relatively minor items may influence
the interviewer unduly. (research: Mandell,
1961b)

Such items as the chance of a superficial resemblance of
the applicant to someone the interviewer has known in

the past, the interviewer's reaction to nervousness on
the part of the applicant, and the interviewer's fear of
weakness in the applicant are sources of error related to
the interviewer's attitude and expectations of the
respondent (Mandell, 1961b).

Often interviewer decisions are most nearly predictable
from the interviewer's action than from the actions of
the applicant (Ulrich and Trumbo, 1965). This is the
case when an interviewer projects characteristics of his
own onto the applicant. For example, the interviewer may
see the applicant as an unusually critical person when,
in fact, it is his own attitude that is overly critical.
In addition Sydiaha (1962) found that the tendency to
empathize with some interviewees interfered with the
objectivity of interview decisions.

Six common errors in the use of questions in the inter-
view are identified by Magee (1962):

" @ stating questions so they can be answered by
"yes" or '"mo," which elicits so little informa-
tion from the applicant that hidden strengths
and weaknesses are not revealed

¢ unimaginative questions for which the astute
applicant already has ready-made answers

e leading questions which suggest proper answers

e questions and comments which are non-neutral and
reveal the interviewer's attitude

e questions not related to the task at hand

@ questions that are already answered on the
application form or résumé.
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:> NOTT

The personal interview can help diseriminatc
between applicants as well as inerease
confidence in the selection decision (rescarc!:
Bolton, 1968)

Increased Recent research (Bolton, 1968) has indicated that the
Discrimi- interview=2r has a greater feeling of certaintv about his
nation and decisions when he has both the opportunity to see and to
Confidence hear t.e applicant. Audio-interview information increases

the interviewer's ability to discriminate between appli-
cants, Thus the personal interview, since it combines
visual and audio information, contributes to the selection
process bv !ncreasing the success and confidence with
which people select from among a group of applicants.

Summary, In summary, the validityv of the interview for decision

Interviews maling is frequently challenged in the literature. There
is no evidence that all interviewers can function equally
well with all types of respondents, and there is a need
to determine the value of the interview separate and
apart from the personality of the interviewrr.

¢ SUGGESTION

Additional research should be dove to analuze
the contributions of tne interview, per se,
without the uce of aneillary data such as
avplication forms, colleae records, and grade
roitit averages. (vieuwpoint: research staf*)

Conclusion The following conclusions and recommendations should he
and Recom- kept in mind:
mendations

e The interview may be valid or not according to
the skill of the interviewer, the situation,
and the nature of the interviewees. The
assumption that the interviewer, regardless
of who he is or whom he is interviewing, is
consistently able to gather, weight, and
evaluate information accurately has not been
proved.

o Interviewers involved in the selection of
teachers should receive training in the
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Purposes of
Tests

intetview process, since training has been
demonstrated effective in preventing common
interviewer errors and in improving the
ability to discriminate among applicants.

e More research followed by rapid and thorough
dissemination of its findings needs to take
place., Exactly what part does the interview
play in the selection decision? What are
the precise effects of different training
programs for interviewers? How many inter-
views are necessary for the best decision
by both the interviewee and the school
district? How should information gathered
during interviews be recorded? Who makes a
good interviewer? Research on these questions,
and on many more like them needs to be done.

e¢ Which interviewers are the most succcessful?
One large gap in the practicee of many school
districts and industries is the faillure to
follow the future careers of applicants, both
those selected and those rejected, to discover
the quality of the devisions that were made.
People who tend to make good interview decisions
should be recognized, and the fact that not
evervone does should be a matter of concern
and action for personnel directors. Continuous,
local research of this nature should be a part
of every selection program.

Paper and Pencil Tests

Psychological and educational tests are used in the
selection of personnel because it is generally accepted
that they supply information which gives additiomal and
valuable assistance in making decisions about people.
Many businesses use psychological tests in their data
collection process. Busines:s and industry are aware of
the limitations and effect which testing programs have
on their organizations, but the merit of the extensive usec
of tests for selection purposes in businesses cannot be
denied because of their many successes (Ward, 1960).
However, the contribution these tests make to the selec-
tion process for school districts is unclear.
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|:> NOTE

Althongi: ropchological tests car cirpls
predictive Thiformation not otheviue
availlable Jrom other data colloetZon
{mstyuments, the nformation from toste

i8 not w:iversally predictive. Therelore,
tests must bz locally validated. (research:
synthesis)

Research in industrial psychologv can indicate which tests
predict specific kinds of success; where this is done, the
use of tests can simplify the selection of emplovees. '
However, school administrators may rejecct paper and pencil
tests on the ground that human kehavior is too complex to
be handled bv other than implicit, intuitive means

(Stone and Kendall, 1956). Although this reluctance to
use tests mav be attributed to a number of factors (e.g.,
cost, lack of trained personnel, fear of dehumanization),
and although tests mav not be absolute and perfect pre-
dictors, it is clear that they do have the capacity to im-
prove batting averages in selectior (French, J., 1956) and
thus should be examined for their utility in specific
school situations.

For example, if = school district requires that teachers
have a specific level of intelligence and/or a special
aptitude, testing mav be the only wav to get objective
and quantifiable information. 'The reason local validation
is necessary is because some of the standardized tests
have not been effective as predictors in certain condi-
tions. For example, a study with student teachers indi-
cated that only selected scales of the Minnesota Multi-
phasic Personalitv TInventory appeared to be effective as
screening devices at the preservice level, while tests of
academic achievement and intelligence (the School and
College Ability Test, the Purdue Intelligence Test, and
Sequence Tests of Educational Progress) did not prove

to be predictive as selection devices (Mascho, 1966).

) NOTE

What test users in an employment office are trying
to reedict with tests s the potential jol success
of the applicant, not his intellinence, mechorical
| ahiliiy or his personalitu. (viewroint: Albright,
Glanpor and Smith, 1963:18)

1f a decision maker believes that there is a need to con-
sistently apply standardized procedures to all applicants
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in order to assure that the best selection will be made,

then he cannot disregard the value of tests. Tests, in

themselves, are neither good nor bad and should be se-

lected in terms of the approprilateness for a given situ-
\‘ ation.

cb CAUTION

Paper and pencil tesls must have a proven rela-
tionship to jobh success, otherwise hiring hiah
seorers only amounts to hiring those who are aood
test performers. (research: synthesis--Cron-
bach and Gleser, 1965; Guion, 1965; Albriaht,
Glennon and Smith, 1368

What Tests One useful way to look at what tests measure can be seen

Measure in Figure 3.5. This '"model" of the measurement of human
characteristics is somewhat generalized but useful in
seeing the continuum of characteristics to be measured
and the kinds of precision one can expect from psvcholo-
gical, physical, and educational tests.

Appreciation of the worth of competently used tests and
understanding the need for local validity are not the only
factors which influence the decision to use tests for
selection and placement.

Q NOTE

Factors which must be corsidered in the decision
to use psychological tceis for selection pur-
poses include:

e ultimate worth in predicting applicant
sucecess

e cost
o impact on potential aprlicants
e current emplonee riorale

(viewpoint: research staf;")

A testing program is not inexpensive. Development of
materials, training of personnel and informing the staff
are costly. Employee-emplover relationships and public
relations can be adversely affected if the purpose and
procedures of the testing program are not clear to staff
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Personality

Traits
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height

weight

visual acuity
hearing

dexterity

math ability

verbal intelligence
clerical skills
mechanical aptitude
mechanical interest
scientific interest
economic interests
cultural interests
sociability
dominance
cooperativeness

tolerance

emotional stability

Figure 3.5,
(Albright, Glennon, Smith, 1963:

127

More
Measurement
Precision

Less
Measurement
Precision

Measurement of Human Characteristics.

n. 41)




and communityv. The question of their vatue, validity not-
withstanding, must be dealt with, i.e., one meat alwavs
answer the question of whether the improved prediction of
success or faillure is worth the cost. 1

Other Uses Tests for prediction purposus, of course, are not limjited

of Tests to their use in selection and placement alone. They may
be used in supervision to discover the worth of in-service
experiences, i.e., to determine what in-service training
to give to whom; they also may be used to establish crite-
ria for success and resulting position description. In
the latter case, they may be used to verify the standards
of success that a school district desires. (For example,
if a school district desires intelligent teachers, tests
could discover if intelligence really does relate to good
teaching.) There is a definite need for school districts
to consider these uses of tests in local rescarch efforts.

Resources School districts considering a testing program for selection
on Tests purposes would find two resources quite valuable:

Albright, Lewis E., J. R. Glennon, and Wallace .J.
Smith. The Use of Psychological Tests in Industry.
Howard Allen, Tnc., 1963.

Cronbach, Lee J., and Goldine C. Gleser Psycholog-
ical Tests and Personnel Decisions, University of
Illinois Press, Urbana, 1965. Second Edition.

Assessment Centers

What are A relatively recent development in gathering selection

They? information is the use of artual performance assessment.
Tn business and industry, this has taken a variety of
forms, from centralized assessment centers to decentral-
ized on-the-job performance assessment. Centralized
assessment centers are usually conference areas with one-
way observation windows where the candidates do the
required exercises, whereas decentralized on-the-jobh
performance assessment usually occurs in selected regional
or branch offices. Because of the expense of operation,
assessment centers are primarily used for selection of
managers from employees. However, they can be used for
initial selection into an organization, and they offer
promise for use in teacher training institutions and
large cchool districts.
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::> NOTE

e assessrient center approach, comlining J
rsychological tests, simulction exercisec,
ardd observation of group behavior is a
relavively reeent developrent in the
appraisal of a candidate's potential for
success and is gainirg acceptarce.
(practice: industry)

At the assessment center, the candidates may participate
in:

e a comprehensive interview

e several paper and pencil tests of mental ability
and knowledge

e job simulation via an '"in-basket" exercise
o leaderless group discussions

Each candidate's performance is analyzed by trained
personnel and summarized in a detailed written report
which gives an estimate of his potential for specific
positions. Some companies have used a decentralized
approach where the actual employment station becomes
the center of assessment. Results of studies consis-
tently show that assessment center evaluations are good 4
predictors of success (Campbell and Bray, 1967).

Although school districts have nct yet used the kind of
performance appraisal embodied in the assessment center
approach, these methods are being discussed. Likewise,
other approaches to performance assessment via teacher
internship, micro teaching, and recently combined efforts
of training institutions with local districts and pro-
fessional associations are occurring ard show promise of
benefit. The emphasis of these activities has been on
teacher training rather than on selection, but they do
contain components which relate strongly to the selection

process,
Results and Several studies by Midwestern and New England companies
Benefits (Campbell and Bray, 1967) identified assessment ratings
f and criterion measures which contributed to the selection
A process; 91% of the men selected under the assessment

center approach were promoted. Other studies have indica-
ted that the difference the assessment center makes in
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selection policy is related to its acceptance by the
management of the organization. Supervisors must be
encouraged to attend, and even participate as staff, in
the assessment centers. This opportunity to evaluate
the diagnostic information the center makes available
permits greater involvement in the selection process
and develops evaluation skills in those who participate
as staff A follow-up on persons assessed in centers
can dete.wine the value of the process, and can determine
whether modifying the process and/or training those who
function within it is necessary.

Processing Candidate Information

Data collection provides a basis for selecting or reject-
ing candidates. Therefore, the information that is
collected must be processed so that it actually does
serve that purpose. Several options are available for
the processing of information; all are related to the
degree of sophistication and precision of the total
process.

CONCLUSION

Where data collection becomes more precise
and objective, and when the information is 4
used in quantitative and composite form for
prediction, the processing of that informa-
tion becomes more complex. (viewpoint:
research staff)

|

The most cummon technique for processing information on
a candidate involves the creation of a file folder,
containing his documents and miscellaneous selection
information. The file may be reviewed by the personnel
officer and/or principal, and may be assigned a reject,
hold, or hire rating.

When districts can determine which information best pre-
dicts success by performing local validation studies,
information processing becomes more complex. Data must
somehow be condensed and coded, so that candidates can
be ranked when the point of final selection approaches;
the processing of the information and the resulting
format play a significant role in that final decision.




Approaches
for Smaller
Districts

Rationale
for Sequence

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Research indicates that the format in which information is
presented enhances selection decisions, particularly

when data is condensed on a single summary document

rather than left as a mass of data in a file folder
(Bolton, 1969). When school districts move toward morc
sophisticated and precise selection procedures, using
large amounts of data to validate the selection process

as well as to make actual selection decisions, the need
for computer service to handle this information hecomes
more apparent.

Computers have considerable potential use in the record-
ing, processing, and retrieval of candidate data in the
selection process. However, because of cost, cooperative
intradistrict planning and purchase of computer time may
be the only way smaller districts can have computer
service available,.

It may also be that computer service is not necessary for
the smaller district and their selection efforts, if
sufficient attention is paid to efficient processing of
paperwork. For example, visible record files which show
at a glance the number of applicants for specific jobs,
the comparison of candidates, and what action needs to

be taken to make the selection process more efficient
(Bolton, 1962). The information processing system can
also be used to develop a graphic record which shows when
most applicants inquire, send in the application, and are
interviewed (Bolton, 1963). This can guide the timing in
making actual selections.

Sequence of Data Collection

Determining the sequential use of data collection instru-
ments is based on strategy of decision making and the
contribution each “instrument" makes to the selection
process.

B SUGGESTION

Those instruments which provide a rough
screening of applicants should be used with
the larger applicant pool; those that
differentiate more precisely between final
candidates can be used during the last
stages of selection. (position: rezenrch
staff)




Prerequisite
to Sequence

Bases for
Sequence

It is possible that school districts may interview an
applicant before his application is reviewed or may
delay paper and pencll tests until all other data are
collected. However, the basis for establishing these
sequences would be unclear unless information on the
local validity of these procedures is available.

For example, a school system may find that a locally
tested and proven application form does the best rough
screening and that the best predictor for differentia-
tion between highly qualified candidates is the perfor-
mance assessment approach. TIf this is the case, then a
data collection sequence may be established which
reflects this information.

Of course, if combinations of instruments do both rough
and precise differentiation and can be administered
rather easily, the sequence decision may be less one of
deciding on sequential use of individual instruments than
one of acquiring the proper combinations of data collec-
tion devices to use. When local districts develop
validated (proven) predictors and seek that information
on new candidates, the establishment of a functional
sequence can become clearer to them.

To summarize, the decisions about sequence of data collec-
tion are based upon these factors:

o the validity of each instrument (application form,
interviews, etc.) used to collect information to

predict success

e the degree (gross to precise) of candidate differen-
tiation each instrument provides

e the specific information each Instrument contributes

e the particular selection purpcses instruments serve,
(e.g., an instrument which supplies data used for
early elimination of applicants may be used in a
different position in the sequence than information i
about strengths and weaknesses to be considered in ’
later supervision).

Candidates may, of course, exhibit differences which mayv
be ascertained better by a flexible sequence. The sequence
of data collection will have direct bearing upon the
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selection decision's goodness or validity. DMore cssen-
tinl, however, is the notion that sequence provides the
framewerk for management of the intormation used to
make these decisions.

Making Decisions

Factors Influencing the Interpretation of Data

In the research literature concerning the selection of
teachers, few clues are given which suggest how data
which describes teachers is to be interpreted. However,
information is available concerning what influences the
interpretation of data used in making the selection
decision. Discussions regarding these influences can be
categorized as follows:

o general influences and considerations

e factors which enhance one's ability to interpret
data correctly

e factors which diminish one's ability to interpret
data correctly.

General An administrator needs to be aware of those factors or con-
Influences ditions which will have an impact on his ability to inter-
pret data used in the selection decision or in his choice
of desired teacher behaviors. Such an awareness is the
beginning point for an examination of those factors and
conditions (Guetzkow and Forehand, 1961). For example,
Bolton's study (1968) demonstrated that in the teacher
selection process, the format of information provided to
a decision maker affects his ability to discriminate,
rate consistently, feel certain about his decision, and
efficiently use time required to make the selection
decision.
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Some Factors
Enhancing
Interpreta-
tions

£ SUGGESTION

The selection decision is improved by:

(a) using a single page summary document,
rather than multiple documents descriptive
of an applicant; (b) providing instructions
to the decision maker regarding how to
process information; and (e) using interview
information in audiovisual form rather than
audio form only or providing no interview
information. (research: Bolton, 1968)

School personnel should resist the tendency to confront
selection decision makers with too much information

and reduce data to that which 1is needed and usable.

£ SUGGESTION

Substantial effort should be made to deter-
mine what information is needed locally in
the selection process; a substantial
reduction may be made in the amount of
information with which decision makers are
confronted. (research: Hickey, 1970)

The training and experience of the person making selection
decisions appears to influence the way he interprets
information. For example, Halpern (1955) concludes that

individuals can recognize most readily those behaviors

and characteristics in others that are similar or equiva-
lent to the characteristics and behaviors which they
themselves possess. Therefore, a potent influence on the
interpretation of data is the background and training of

the person doing the interpretation.

Some of the more interesting questions regarding inter-

pretation of data relate to a supposed difference between
men and women in their ability to interpret data or make

judgments according to data being considered. 1In this

regard, there appears to be no sex difference in the
ability to interpret data; however, some reports show that

women have a slightly superior ability to judge (Taft,
1955). Explanations for this slight difference between

sexes are incomplete, and one seems safe to conclude that
any differences in interpretation and judgment which might

exist are inconsequential.
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While we may assume that a difference in sex will not
enhance the ability to interpret data, Taft (1955) has
shown that individuals who possess the ability to remain
socially detached make more accurate judgments than those
who are not so detached.

Many administrators are beginning to realize that their
selection decisions are altered by a host of influences
on their ability to interpret data correctly; however,
few are recognizing steps which they can take to enhance
their chances of making more valid selection decisions.
As an example of a step which might be taken, one could
insure that evaluations are based on the judgments of
multiple raters rather than single raters since resecarch
has shown that when multiple raters are used in making
evaluations, the informatic.. generally will be a hetter
indication of teaching behavior than if single-rater
evaluations have been used.

|;:> CONCLUSTION

Multiple raters enhance predictions of
teaching success over single raters.
(research: Lawler, 19€7)

Advice regarding factors which will improve the selection
decisionabound in the literature even though this advice
often does not seem to be based on specific research
findings. However, two points appear useful. The Iirst
point suggests that the selection decision is improved
with an increase in the number of available candidates.

% CORCLUSION

—

The wider the degree of choice in the selec-
tion decision, the better the chance that
the selection deecision will be valid.
(viewpoint: Lopez, 1965)

The second point is concerned with the importance of
professional training and experience as the basis for
making sound selection decisions.
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Factors
Causing
Errors

Errors by
Persons

=

NOTE

Professional knowledge has proved to be

one of the more successful predictors of
teaching performance. (research: Flanders,
1969)

In addition to the above statements affecting interpre-
tation of data, it appcars that some people "interpret"
data primarily by looking for factors that eliminate
applicants. However, as Stone and Kendall (1956) point
out, an identification of the absence of <disqualifying
factors in an applicant is not equivaleut to predicting
his success. It seems that one would be wise to consider
the often-made statement: It is extremely easy--and
coscly--to let one's desire for new information influence
a decision about the appropriateness of that information.

Considerable attention is given in the literature to
categorization of influences which may cause errors in
the interpretation of data used in the selection decision.
These errors may be grouped under the following two
general headings: (a) errors committed by persons in the
selection process, and (b) errors committed by organj~za-

tions or institutions in the selection process.

Persons involved in the selection process may be suscep-

tible to one or more of the following errors; consequently,
a conscious effort should be made to minimize their
occurrence,

o leniency --bias which allows one to reduce
the importance of negative
characteristics exhibited byv
a candidate

e halo effect --bias in favor of an individual
candidate resulting from an
overemphasis placed on specific
desired characteristics

e central tendency --the tendency of individuals to
average judgments

o logical --ambiguous interpretation of
similar characteristics, e.g.,
integrity and truthfulness
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@ contrast --the tendency to rate a candi-
date low in an arca in which
the rater considers himself
strong

o overgeneralization --assuming that the same kind of
behavior will be exhibited in
all types of people ar all
times

o faultv weighting --tendency of professionals to
inappropriately weight some
factors used in making pre-
dictions

s

e confounding —--simultaneous consideration of
more than one characteristic

e premature closure --distortion of subsequent infor-
mation because of early con-
clusions

Organizations involved functionally in the selection

process should develop procedures which will help minimize
the foliowing common organizational errors:

@ careless treatment of candidates

e hyperdependence on expert opinions
¢ misjudging job requirements

o making stop-gap appointments

e stereotyping prospective candidates

e disregarding the "organizational" personality

e overlooking personal compatibility with personnel
within the organization

There is little research available which indicates how
data descriptive of teachers should be interpreted.
However, the analysis of factors which enhance interpre-
tation and factors which cause errors suggest specific
actions which offer promise for reducing problems of data
interpretation. These actions are:

e limit the number of behaviors that are to be
assessed in the selection process

o
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e develop specific definitions of desired character-
istics

e specify behaviors desired and situations wherein
those behaviors are appropriate (for example,
consider the requirements of an urban classroom
filled with alienated students as onposed to a
suburban classroom filled mainly with students
motivated for school activities)

o focus on specifics rather than gene:al impressions;
where possible avoid inferences

® assess observations immediately, rather than delay
assessment

e assess behaviors indepcndently (for example, teacher
behaviors, pupil responses, and pupil-teacher

iuteractions)

@ suppress rating and observer biases based on an
awareness of those biases

e replicate observations and assessments.

Types of Decisions

When individuals involved in the teacher selection deci-
sion confuse individual decisions with institutional
ones, difficulties arise. Cronbach and Gleser (1965)
suggest that selection personnel must be aware that they
are making institutional, not individual, decisions.
Institutional decisions use a common value system for a
large number of comparable decisions in an attempt to
maximize organizational gains "in the long run."

However, an individual decision may be confronted only
once; consequently, a person's value system at that time
is used to make the decision. Since the individual may
never have the opportunity to maximize gains over a large
number of comparable decisions, his decisions are more
subject to changes in his value system.

Cronbach and Gleser (1965) identify three vital elements
essential to institutional decision making:

e a clear statement of desired outcomes provided by
spokesmen for society
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Clinical
Decisions

o a clear statement of empirical predictor-treatment-~
outcome relations provided bv research

e a rational combination of these two into an optimal
decision rule,

Regardless of the institutional or individual classifi-~
cation of decisions made in the selection process, it
seems imperative in the interest of sound personnel
practices that selection decisions be made according to
organizational requirements and not the personal prefer-
ences of those involved in the process.

Strategies

When making the final selection decision, a person tends
to use one of two different strateiges.

e Subjective. At one extreme are those authorities
who recommend what is essentially an intuitive
judgment, called '"clinical" by Meehl (1954:3).

e Objective. Others insist that only an objective
process using the quantification of verifiable
information can render valid decisions. The
objective method is sometimes referred to as
"actuarial" or "statistical" decision making.

In general, opinions still differ about which of these

two strategies produces the sounder judgment. Authori-
ties do agree that an essential task of the decision maker
is to predict the future performance of the applicant.

How this prediction can most reliably be made is the
iscue. Scott (1964:93), discussing managerial selection
decisions, asks

...whether or not a selection decision maker
utilizing clinical methods will be able to
predict managerial performance more accurately
than one who approaches the task with tests and
other psychometric data that have been corre-
lated with measures of managerial performance.

"Clinical" decision making refers to the use of processes
resembling those of the psychologist (who regards each
person as a unique individual with a set of traits,
abilities, motives, and values so entirely different from
all others that he can not be adequately described by a




set of standardized tests and procedures) (Scott, 1964).
The use of intuition that cannot be supported by statis-
tical evidence is considered necessary because the
uniqueness of each individual dces not allow for previous
development of measures suited to his particular pattern
or structure of behavior (Scott, 1964), The interviewer's
understanding and empathy may play a larger role in this
kind of decision than does objective evidence (Sydiaha,
1962).

What does determine the validity of subjective methods?
Other than counting the number of "hits or misses" after
the fact, there exists no means to mn:asure success.
Mandell (1964:27) states: "We cannot discuss the validity
of subjective methods in general; their wvalidity is as
high or as low as the competence of the evaluator.'
Obviously, considerable training and experience are
necessary before one is competent to make this kind of
selection decision (Hammond, Hursch, and Todd, 1964).

Actuarial On the other hand, objective or actuarial methods are
Decisions supported by those who believe that, complicated though

behavior patterns are, behavioral dimensions do exist

in common in individuals and provide a sounder and more
explicit basis for selection than intuitive decisions do
(McMurray, 1947; Scott, 1964). Particularly where the
job environment is relatively standardized and there are
large numbers of repetitive decisions to be made, ‘
attempts to develop objective instruments and methods
should be considered (Mahoney and England, 1965).

|;> CONCLUSION

Most current advocates of decision-making
strategies see the necessity for a combi-
nation of cliniecal and actuarial methods.
(position: Meehl, 1954; Scott, 1964;
Bellows and Estep, 1957; 0SS, 1948)

A Matter Several authors (Bellows and Estep, 1957; Sydiaha, 1962)

of Degree who recognize the advantages and disadvantages of both
methods recommend a combination of the two to arrive at
the best selection decision. The choice of strategy
for processing decisions then becomes a matter of degree
and less a matter of either clinical or actuarial
selection decisions. As much as possible, item analysis
and validation of information should be used, with reliance
on properly trained clinical "intuition" when and where it
is necessary.

127

140




Other

Strategy

Issues

Eliminators

Versus

Selectors

128

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

N

In considering strategies for making selection decisions,
issues and concerns other than the actuarial-clinical
controversy are significant. Of particular importancc
are such items as:

e the use of eliminator or selector variables

6 the use of a probationary period as an extension
of the selection process

o which variables compensate for one another

e who is to be involved in various stages of the
process

e the sequence of activities
o placement procedures

e the method and timing for making offers of employment.

|;> NOTL

As one examines the variables being uced ac
nredictors, he should choose those to be used
to eliminate certain applicants; those whickh
wi Ll be used as selectors: and those to be
used both as eliminators and selectors.

For example, one might decide that prior experience with
youth activities would make an applicant more suitable,
but that lack of such experience would not eliminate an
applicant; that habitual absenteeism in prior work
exnerience would be sufficient to eliminate an applicant;
and that scholarship might, depending on its quality,
cause an applicant to be selected or eliminated.

e The eliminators function as huirdles which must
be passed.

@ The selectors are those variables which irdicate
what desirable behaviors will be exhibited.

Where eliminators are used, one should be certain that the
predicted behaviors (for example, '"morality compatible
with the district," or '"lack of absenteeism") are actually
necessary to the teacher's satisfactory performance.




Use of
Probationary
Period

In addition, one should be relatively certain
that the behaviors are necessary for acceptable
itnitial work and are not likely to be attained
after the position is taken. This latter

point is especially crucial when the number
selected per the number who apply <s high,
because otherwise acceptable applicants who
could acquire needed skills on the job may be
eliminated. (viewpoint: research staff)

For example, a certain position may require a given level
of organized activity in the classroom. If evidence from
practice teaching is used, a given applicant's credentials
may disqualify him by indicating that activities during
practice teaching were not very well organized. An error
might be made in immediately eliminating such an appli-
cant. Further inquiry may indicate that this applicant's
attitude toward organized activity is excellent, but that
his skills in planning, allocating and sequencing are
weak. If he has had very little assistance with these
skills, he may respond favorably to a helpful principal
and colleagues who serve as good models. Note that the
behavior required was not changed; but that a decision
was made that the behavior was not necessary prior to
selection for the position.

NOTE

When the selection period is considered to
extend into the period of employment in the
form of a probationary period, decision
strategies are not likely to focus on vari-
ables which eliminate applicants; rather,
the focus is more likely to be on variables
whteh function as selectors. (practice:
schools, industry)

Where the possibility for release of a teacher is low, as
is the case where a probationary period does not exist,

the decision makers are less likely to risk hiring
individuals who have some evidence of negative information.
Therefore, the decision maker tends to use a strategy
which emphasizes information likely to eliminate an
applicant than to attend primarily to selector variables.
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Prior to making selection decisions, one should ascertain
whether predictor variables interact so as to compensate
for one another. Tor cxample, does intelligence compen-—
sate for hard work or diligence, or vice versa; would
experience substitute for education? Where compensation
occurs, individuals assessed on a number of dimensions
may differ quantitativelv on several dimensions and

still have an overall prediction of similar value to the
organilzation.

The type of personnel involved in the decision process
and the sequence of activities varies considerably from

district to district and among industrial organizations.

NOTE

—
The sequence of activities for information
collection and deciston making is affected

by which phases o the selection processes

are centralized. (practice: schools)

The two sequences which follow are examples of divergent
practices representing different emphases on central
control of information collection and assignment of
authority for making choices.
Sequence #1: Strong Principal Involvement

a. central office conducts recruitment

b. central office conducts screening interview

c. central office processes written records

d. principals examine written records, information
regarding initial interview

e. principal is responsible for contacting appli-
cants in whom he is interested

f. principal interviews

g. central office interviews if the principal's
interview is favorable

li. other principals who have vacancies of interest
to the applicant interview the applicant
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i, principal(s) make recommendation that offer(s)
be made

1. central office makes offer(s)

k. 1individual decides which offer, if any, he
will accept

Sequence #2: Strong Centralization
a. central office conducts recruitment
b. central office processes written records
c. central office conducts interview

d. central office summarizes information from
written records and interview

e. written information and summary are routed
to all principals who have potential vacancies

f. principals make recommendations regarding
selection

g. central office makes final decision

The functions of central office and building personnel are
different. Central office personnel are responsible for
coordinating the total system; consequently, when uniforme-
ity is desired, they must initiate procedures that will
produce it. However, building personnel such as principals
are in a much better position to explain the individual
problems and diversity among their subunits and to relate
to the personal concerns of the applicants.

£ NOTE

When a person ig hired for a specific position,
no separate strategy for placement is necessary;
but when teachers are hired into a "pool,"
spectal placement strategies are necessary.
(practice: schools)

3 Placement At least four strategies are currently used to make assign-
Procedures ments from a pool of teachers.
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o Central office makes the placement decision,

o Contral office makes the placement decision on
the approval of the principal,

e A committee makes the placement decision.
e The applicant has the opportunity to make a

choice and be approved by a principal who
has a vacancy.

r_> CAUTION

All procedures regarding making Job offers
involve the risk of losing an applicant.
Locally-conducted research is needed to
determine which procedures are likely to
be detrimental to the organization.
(practice: schools, industry)

The following points should be considered before a job
offer is made:

o Are better applicants likely to apply within
the time period when an offer should be made?

o Should multiple offers be made?
¢ Who will decide when to make an offer?

Procedures in use include: (a) making an offer at the

time of the interview; (b) indicating to the applicant

when the decision is likely to be made (and then establish-
ing appropriate controls so the decision can be made
within that time); (c) indicating the degree of interest
that the district has in the applicant and then leaving

the responsibility for checking back to the applicant;

and (d) asking the applicant when he must make a decision
and adhering to that date.

Cutting Scores

Scores which are derived from the various data collection
instruments (the application, interview, etc.) can be used
in several ways. They can be used as individual hurdles;
that is, as each data collection device is used, a cutting
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score is set and a decision made to accept or reject.
More commonly, a total composite for each candidate,
based on all data collected, is used to establish a
single cutoff score,

A multiple cutoff method can be used as an indicator of
success, where all scores are treated as continuous vari-
ables and a "profile" developed for each candidate. This
method has several advantages. It does not assume that
strength in one ability compensates for inadequacy in
another important ability; and it retains the scores of
separate tests in the record and permits more effective
selection when dealing with marginal candidates because
it is not an undifferentiated composite, but more or less
a profile.

Assessment of the Selection Process

The Validation Process

The outcomes of selection decisions must be subject to
evaluation if the selection process is to be improved.
Thus, if the selection decision is to be self-correcting,
an evaluation system must be established which will
determine whether a given district's basis for selecting
its teachers has been effective in selecting the kinds of
teachers needed in a given situation.

&> NOTE

The ultimate validity of the selection process
rests in how efficient it is in forecasting a
teacher's success in meeting a given school
district's needs. (viewpoint: Crissy, 1962;
French, W., 1966; Gawe, 1968; Thorndike, 1949)

Validation, in order to be useful, requires that objective
investigations be conducted at the local level. The

nature of the evidence gathered from these investigations
is dependent upon the '"type'" of validity required. Many
types of validity can be defined. Those commonly discussed
in the literature are:

B IR adiataine

e predictive --the extent to which a relation-
ship exists between measures of
desired behaviors and future

! behaviors which are exhibited
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e concurrent -~the degree to which test scores
are associated with measurcs of
desired teacher hehaviors,
assuming thesc measures and
test scores are available con-
currently

e content ~~the degree to which a test
includes a representative
sample of all the tasks that
could have been included

¢ construct --a judgment that a test does in
fact measure a specified
attribute to the extent that
it can be used in the prediction
of behavior.

Regardless of the '"type'" of validity desired, it should
be kept in mind that there is no such thing as general
validity for any test since its usefulness as a selection
instrument has to be proved for every job in every situa-
tion in which it is used. Further, even when accurate
forecasts are made, decision makers must recognize that
working conditions and people change, and consequently,
the obtained validity is likely to be only temporary. .
This makes it necessary to periodically check the o\
validity. (Lawler, 1967; Bellows and Estep, 1954) '

£ CONCLUSION

The selection process is dependent upon
evaluative feedback resulting from local 3
investioations which are designed to .
validate the process; such validation g
should be checked periodically because
of" ehanging conditions. (research and
viewpoint: Bellows and Estep, 1854; g
Hinrichs, 19€0; Redefer, 1962; Nunnally, A
1967; Lawlier, 1967) -

Measures of LEffectiveness

The value of any measuring device can bhe enhanced by:

(a) statements regarding the importance of any inferences
that can be made, (b) operational definitions of proce-
dures to be used in taking measurements, and (c) an indi-
cation of the relationship of scores to such measures

-
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of effectiveness as validity and reliability. (Ebel,
1961)

When little or no relationship is found between a measure
which i1s used to predict teacher behaviors and those
behaviors which the measure is supposed to predict, it
is difficult to determine whether this is due to the
fact that the measures are poorly chosen or because the
desired behaviors are unpredictable due to unreliability
of their measurement (Thorndike, 1949)., This is par-
ticularly significant in selection research since many
measures of desired behaviors are based on judgments of
people's behavior. This is critical since it har been
found in many instances that there is a significant low
consistency in the ability of people to judge others.

Obviously, measures of effectiveness used in the selection
process which are low in both validity and reliability

are not beneficial for selection purposes. However,

this does not imply that measures which have high coeffi-
cients of wvalidity and reliability will be usable, since
for example, such measures may be very difficult to use.

L) NOTE

Important factors relating to the usability
of measures inclule:

e ecase of administration

e case of scoring

® case of interpretation and application
e reasonable cost

e proper construction

(viewpoint: Cronbach and Gleser, 1965)

Analysis of Sources of Potential Errors

Hyman (1954) contents that the ability to formally recog-
nize errors marks an advanced stage of any science. If
we accept this contention, then it becomes imperative that
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an analvtical scheme for catching errors be incorporated
into the selection process. [t is especially important

that this analysis of error of prediction be present in

all stages of the selection process, since only through

such error analysis can control and effectiveness of the
selection process be assured.

c> SUGGESTTON

Need
Determination

Criteria
Determination

Recruitment
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It 1g of vital importance in the selection
of teachers to conduct a continual analiysis
of error in the followivng stages of the
selection process:

e needs assessment
o criteria determination
»  recrultment
¢ collection and processing
of data
o mal-ng predictions
o developing strateg”es
o [inal selection
o plocement

To accorplish tiis effectivelu, an
efficient record keeping system is
necessary. (viewpoini: research staff)

Summary

The first step in the selection process is the determi-
nation of needs for teachers, both in quantity and kind.
Needs should be determined in relation to the overall goals
of the organization, the resources available to the dis-
trict, the previous staff accomplishment, and previous mis-
estimates.

No single criterion exists to predict the ''good'" teacher.
Instead, criteria are changing, multiple, and situation-
ally determined. A position analysis is recommended and
should include information about the job requirements and
the employee characteristics. Examination of position
analyses should be repeated frequently. Teachers, vice-
principals, department heads, central office personnel
should all be involved in the development of criteria.

The purpose of recruitment is to provide an applicant pool
that is adequate in both quantity and quality, with suffi-
ciently diverse characteristics to fill all needs. The
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cost of recruitment must be considered in relation to its
results. Recrulting procedures should be more diversified
than they generally are now and should be studied to deter-
mine their effectiveness.,

Caution should be used in the utilization of letters,
inquiries, and reSume€s for selection decisions. Corre-~
lational studies can be made locally to determine which
information on application forms best predicts future
success as measured in the district. Letters of recom-
mendation are often biased and inaccurate unless they
contain precise janformation.

Interviews are used to collect information from the
applicant as well as give information to him about the
position. 1Interview practices vary widely in the amount
of structure of the interview, the sequence of persons
interviewing each applicant, and the amount of training
given tc interviewers, Industries tend to make more use
of group interviews. Stress interviews are being used in
some places. The gooiness of the interview as a technique
is determined by the skill of each interviewer, who is, in
effect, a part of the "measuring instrument." Interview-
ers make errors in being influenced by relatively minor
items, committing themselves too early in the process,
empachizing vith the applicant, projecting their own
characteristics onto the interviewee, and asking inappro-
prizctc ques'.ions. The personal interview has the value

in increasing the discrimination between applicants and
the confidence felt about the selection decision.

The value of written psychological and educational tests
has been established, but needs to be locally validated.
Business and irdustry tend to use tests more than schocls.
Tests need te nave proven relationships to job success,
not just to the traits measured by the test. A good
testing program increases the cost of selection decisions.

Assessment centers represent one of the more recent develop-
ments in selection processes that is gaining acceptance,

to date largely in indus*ry. Studies show that assessment
centers are good predictors of success on the iob.

The processing of the data collected becomes more complex
as districts acquire more sophisticated information and
use a composite form for the prediction of success. Data
must be condensed and coded so candidates can be ranked

for the final decision. A single summary document is
recommended. Computers may be needed in larger districts
to handle the increased paperwork of improved data collec-
tion procedures. Only those instruments designed for rough
screening should be used with the larger applicant pool.
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Opinions differ about the need for subjective versus
objective selection decisions in the hiring of teachers.
In reality, a combination of methods 1s usually necessary,
and may even be desirable. In addition, it is important
to decide which variables used as predictors of success
will completely eliminate a candidate and which will be
used as selectors. The use of probationary periods after
employment allows more emphasis on selectors than elimi-
nators.

Some variables, such as hard work, may compensate for the
lack of other qualities and should be considered. 1If
applicants are hired into an applicant pool instead of

for a specific position, placement strategies must also
be developed. The best time for making an offer of
employment varies and also needs to be determined locally.

The interpretation of data is improved by using a single
page summary document and training decision makers about
how to process information. Trrors frequently made in the
interpretation process can be categorized as: leniency,
halo eflect, central tendency, logical, contrast, over-
generalization, faulty weights, confounding, and premature
closure. Individuals making selection decisions need to
realize they are making institutional decisions rather
than individual ones,

Improvement of selection processes depends upon the evalu-
ation »f processes used in relation to the success of the
teachers selected,

-
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Chapter 4

THE EVALUATION OF TEACHERS

Organizations may have as their primary thrust a motive
for productivity (or profit) or a motive for survival.

e Those organizations based on a profit motive have a
high state of morale when productivity is high and
when an informal atmosphere decreases distinctions
of authority. Under such circumstances, individuals
in the organization may welcome evaluation of their
behavior and their output even though these evalua-
tions are made by people in positions of authority.

¢ But where the primary thrust of the organization is
survival, any aspect of the evaluation process may
be suspect and its benefits questioned, regardless
of who is involved.

Some might use the above argument to conclude that emphasis
on survival (or lack of a high profit motive) is the basis
for teachers' resistance to evaluation; and such may be the
case. However, there is some evidence (Rose, 1963) that
teachers welcome evaluation if:

e the major focus is on improving rather than fault
finding;

e the information produced is meaningful to the teacher;

¢ the principal takes the necessary time to collect
information that is adequate and to discuss it with
the teacher.

This research implies that there is a need to have agreement
on purpose and procedures, and this can occur only when
purposes and procedures are specific. Also communications
must be honest as well as skillful, and disagreements must
be handled in the open rather than avoided.

L) NOTE

Changes in teacher or supervisor might be pre-
cipitated as a result of evaluation, and both
the evaluator and the teacher are vulnerable
when changes are possible. (position: research

staff)




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

n

Resistance
by Other
Forces

140

Considerable resistance to discriminatory evaluation of
teachers exists in spite of the advantage of such evaluation.

£ CONCLUSION

Removal of resistance to evaluation depends on
clear organizational goals, resources adequate
for training evaluators and providing adequate
time for them to perform the tasks required,
and clarity of the relationship of the organi-
zational goals and the task of the evaluator.
(practice: industry, schools)

Changes in goals and procedures of evaluation are resisted
by various forces, and teachers' organizations are one of

the strong forces opposed to discriminating evaluations or
evaluations which expand beyond the single prupose of im-

provement of instruction.

Although the research by Rose provides some indication of
the nature of the resistance by teachers, what is the basis
for the resistance by persons dong the evaluation? Inter-
views with persons involved indicate a number of factors
may be present. For example:

e A general lack of certainty regarding criteria,
measurement process, procedures for analysis and
interpretation of data.

o A resistance to placing oneself in position of
manipulating or adversely affecting other people's
lives.

© A fear of precipitating an unpleasant reaction on
the part of the person being evaluated. This re-
action is then said to prevent a relationship that
is conducive to helping the individual improve.

® A lack of ability to cope with the weaknesses of the
individual in terms of organizational needs and his
ability to improve. This is sometimes linked with a
failure to communicate to the individual the necessity
of dealing with both the individual and the organi-
zation's problems.

® A failure to see the relationship of evaluation of
others to the purposes of the person doing the
evaluation.

® An inability to organize time in such a manner that
adequate observations can be made.

o
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Nature of In addition to the question of resistance to evaluation, a

Evaluation number of other issues were encountered in discussions
with members of organizations. For example, what is
evaluation considered to be? If evaluation is a value
judgment which occurs only following description, analysis,
and interpretation, then it is discussed differently from
evaluation viewed as a means of categorizing teachers for
some obscure reason. How an evaluatcr defines evaluation
is 1likely to determine whether he will be satisfying
cognitive needs with knowledge or providing psychological
support for emotioral reactions.

o It appears that where evaluation is used for
diagnostic purposes (i.e., where behavior is .
described and analyzed to help in determining the
relationship between the process being used and
the output of that process) the emphasis is
justifiably on dealing cognitively with information.

e However, if the emphasis is primarily on placing
individuals in classifications or categories, as is
the case when some cumulative rating is used, then
one should be prepared to deal with emotional
reactions.

:> CONCLUSION

Evaluation 18 a value Judgment made late in a
dynamic process; unless adequate description,
analysis, and interpretation precede it, errors
and poor results will occur. (position:
research staff)

Quality and Some propose that a major purpose of evaluation is to force

Quantity of communication between the employee and the supervisor in

Communication order that the employee can always know where he stands
with the organization. Others indicate that quality of
communication is important also, and that purposes of
communication should go well beyond simply '"letting the
cmployee know where he stands." Continuous interaction
between teacher and principal (supervisor) assists them
to analyze information. This does not negate the use of
formal written feedback at stipulated periods. To be most
effective, the communication must be two-way, requiring
that each person listen to the other.

:p CONCLUSION

Effective evaluation of teachers is dependent
both on an adequate quality and quantity of
communication between teachers and principals.
L (practice: schools)
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What should be the model on which evaluation is based?
Should it be modeled after a marriage contract (''for
better, for worse,'" i.e., a tenure system) or after a
professional baseball contract (no results, no renewal)?
Would evaluation decisions and processes be any different
if the teacher and principal had to agree on a contract
annually”?

SUGGESTION

Models of evaluation function within the con-
straints of conditions of employment; more
flexible models may develop if these con-
strainte are modified. (practice: industry)

Some systems examine only the outcomes of teaching,
ignoring what processes have been used. Other systems
emphasize the classroom procedure, ignoring what has been
learned by pupils. A self-correcting system should be
designed which will identify errors and make changes in
procedure before harmful effects occur.

NOTE

The purpose of cuariining outcomes of teaching
i1s to determine whether goals have been met;
the purpose of examining procedures is to
determine whether a specified plan is being
followed; the purpose of comparing outcomes
and procedures is tc determine whether the
procedures should be modified. (practice:
industry, schools)

An interview with the employee at the end of the first six
months of employment may be used to set goals for the
following year. This type of activity helps to coordinate
the functions of selection and evaluation by integrating
the personal plan for development with the evaluation
procedure and also helps to express the organization's
philosophy. Then the evaluator can help establish a
training program for the individual, rather than simply
correct faulty behavior. 1In this way the evaluation is
used in a positive manner to plan and direct the
individual's growth.

:::> NOTE

Coordination of the personal and professional
goals of a teacher leads to improved morale
and productivity. (practice: schools)




Both the educational organization and individuals within
it are being asked by the general public to be "accountable"
for their actions and their products.

£ NOTE

Accountability consists of providing evidence
regarding the degree of accomplishment of pre-
specified goals and objectives. Too often, if
a child does not learn, the child, society, or
some factor other than the teacher is blamed.
Teachers must dev. "op a sense of responsibility
for providing this evidence as well as
accomplishing goals. (position: research

staff)

Satisfaction with "accountability' probably is related to:
e the degree of specificity of the goals
o agreemert on the goals
e the perceived adequacy of the evidence provided

A direct result of a desire for accountability is an
increase in the number of states requiring annual
evaluation of all (not just probationary) teachers.

Purposes of Evaluation

Although many people speak as though evaluation has a
single purpose, it is apparent that there are multiple
purposes and that sometimes these purposes are in conflict
with each other. The difference between the schools' need
to satisfy the public's demand for accountability and the
desire of an individual teacher to improve the way he
teaches a particular aspect of one-subject suggests the
wide extremes of purpose. The first consideration in
establishing a program of evaluation, therefore, is a
definition of purpose.

The evaluation of teachers may serve many purposes:

e to improve teaching

® to reward superior performance
e to supply information for modifying assignments
e to protect either the individual or the organization

e to validate the selection process
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o to provide the basis of planning for individual
growth and development

@ to facilitate self-evaluation

There is general agreement among educators that the most
important purpose for evaluating teaching is the improve-
ment of instruction (Oregon Education, 1966; Heald and
Moore, 1968: Wagoner and O'Hanlon, 1967); however, this
improvment may take several forms: e.g., supervisors can
provide feedback regarding behavior to teachers; physical
environmeat and materials can be modified; self-evaluation
can be used to improve diagnostic skills of teachers; or
information can be gathered by other teachers and dis-
cussed with the teacher.

Since evaluation of instruction is required befoure
systematic improvement can occur, it is necessary to
establish a starting point from which to work. As Heald
and Moore (1968:189) state, ''The routes to a particular
end vary according to the point of origin, and it should
be one purpose of evaluation programs to establish these
points.'" Through this knowledge of strengths and weak-
nesses a teacher can improve his work. Usually, when a
teacher views evaluation as a means to improve his
instruction, he accepts it as a part of the teaching
assignment.

Another purpose for evaluation is to make it the basis for
rewarding superior performance. However, this use of
teacher evaluation tends to meet with considerable
opposition from teachers, despite the fact that people
outside of schools are asking why teachers should not be
paid according to the excellence of their performance,
e.g., how well pupils learn (Fishman, Oregon Education,
1966). These increasing pressures from school boards and
taxpayers for rewarding superior performance are in direct
conflict with the viewpoint of the majority of teachers.

Some authors, Anthony (1968), Simon and Boyer (1967) and
Howsam (1963), suggest the teachers' major objection
toward evaluation for the purpose of rewarding superior
performance is due to subjective nature of the evaluations.
They suggest the use of objectively obtained measurements
of specific behavior which have been related by research

to the accomplishment of specific pupil outcomes. Teachers
also resent being classified into general categories of
excellence, since excellence is specific to a situation
as well as a person.

Still another purpose of evaluation is to gather informa-
tion for the modification of teachers' assignment -, either
by promotion, reduction or increase of load, or release
(Heald and Moore, 1968). While these are necessary
activities among all organizations, morale tends to suffer
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Individual
and Organiza-
tion
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when evaluation emphasizes elimination of the weak and
ineffective; consequently, this negative emphasis needs
to be avoided.

CONCLUSION

The general contention is that better staff
morale and a better instructional program will
result from adequate and creative supervision
and orderly dismissal procedures for incompetent
teachers. (viewpoint: Eastmond, 1959)

When the purposes of evaluation are considered from a legal
standpoint, protection of individuals as well as the school
organization becomes important. Responsibility for the
operation of school programs is delegated by the state to
the local district and from there to the teacher; with this
responsibility comes the expectation *that goals will be
accomplished. Society does not expect schcols to be
operated without the same continuous evaluation that

occurs in other organizations--although, from a legal
standpoint, school boards have the right to establish the
kind of school system they want as long as it remailns
within constitutional limits (Howsam, 1963; Heald and
Moore, 1968). The boards' prerogatives include estab-
lishing any form of evaluation it desires. Because
evaluation of teaching within a district serves as the
district's protection when it is held accouncable for the
system it has established, evaluation is essential for
legal reasons--if for no others.

NOTE

The emphasis on the legal aspects of teacher
evaluation can be viewed negatively by
teachers unless they realize that their own
protection against unjust charges is also
assured. (Smith and Tyler, 1942)

Though little recognized and practiced, another reason for
evaluating teachers is to validate and improve the selection
process. Development of procedures that “ink information
analyzed during the selection process with teaching per-
formance should be a part of every district's planning.

The criteria used to select teachers should be consistent
with those used to evaluate teachers.
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) SUGGESTION

Sinee there L a need for all who are involved
n teazher evaluation to understand the
relationships of evaluation to seleetion pro-
cecses, school distriets should consider
involving supervisors in both selection and
cvaluation as one means to help then under-
stand how the two are rclated. (practice:
schools)

Where principals are included in the selction process, as
they are in many of the schools, it is expected that they
are looking for the same qualities that they will later

use for evaluation. As expressed by one personnel

director, "They are much more careful who they select when
they think the teacher may be placed in their own building."
Aiso the principal may select according to his own parti-
cular needs or program, such as ungraded classrooms or
"team' members with particular skills.

Promote Closely related to the improvement of instruction is the
Individual teacher's own purpose for eviluation, namely, to promote
Growth self-improvement. Since most evaluation procedures assume

that each teacher is interested in jmproving his teaching,
evaluation can become the basis of planning with the teacher
for individual growth and development (Howsam, 1963). To
this end, new procedures begin with a goal-setting con-
ference between the teacher and principal and means are
then established whereby the teacher can acquire and
diagnose information regarding his teaching. Although the
criteria are individualized in this process and the
diagnosis of behavior is done by the teacher, there is
usually an attempt to mesh the individual goals with the
institutional goals during the first conference.

Facilitate In addition, one of the functions of external evaluation
Self- is to facilitate self-evaluation. The value of self-
Evaluation evaluation is to allow continuous diagnosis of teaching, a

very necessary component of good teaching. Since current
ratios of principals (or other sunervisors) to teachers

do not allow for adequately frequent classroom observations
and conferences, no teacher can afford to rely entirely on
external evaluation. However, self-evaluation may lead to
adverse effects if results are not checked by external

observation.
Adverse In addition to the potential benefits of evaluation, there
Effects of are possible adverse effects as well.
Evaluation
@ There is the natural strain in human relations that

results when one person evaluates another

(Gruenfeld, 1966).
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o A conflict arises when both the function of
dccountability and assistance are expected from the
same evaluation. It may be that a multiplicity of
purposes is difficult to accomplish by a single
evaluation procedure (Howsam, 1963). See also
Performance Appraisal Interviews, page 174.

o There is the tendency for the teacher to be shaped
by a rating scale (or other measurement device)
regardless of whether or not the scale validly
measures good teaching. He may conform even though
the measurement does not include necessary behaviors
or includes behaviors not pertinent to the work.
Especially under situations of merit pay, states
Link (1969), "A rating scale becomes a shaping device
no matter how supportive the supervisor, the principal,
or the system."

Wagoner and O'Hanlon (1967) found that the extent of the
benefit a teacher receives from evaluation is related to
his attitude toward evaluation, i.e., a teacher with an
unfavorable attitude penefits less than one who views
evaluation positively. This implies that if teachers view
evaluation as the attempt to eliminate the ineffective
rather than to help all teachers toward better and better
performance, adverse effects could outweigh the benefits
of evaluation (Oregon Education, 1966).

The Development of Criteria for the
Evaluation of Teachers

Generally, a criterion is defined as a standard of level of
attainment against which comparisons may be made. For
purposes of selection, a criterion is that behavior (i.e.,
teacher performance) or result of behavior, (i.e., learner
outcomes), which one is trying to predict. In evaluation

of personnel, a criterion also pertains to standards dealing
with behavior and results-of-behavior; however, rather than
being something which one is trying to predict, it is used
to assess the attainment of some process or outcome
objective.

Although the problems asscociated with criterion developmant
for selection and evaluation purposes are similar, there
are certain aspects of the criterion problem concerning
teacher evaluation which evaluators should be concerned
with. As a result, the purposes of this section are: (a)
to discuss the nature of criteria dealing with teacher
evaluation, and (b) to present certain ideas found in
practice and the literature which should be considered in
making decisions about the criteria to be employed.
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Nature of Criteria

c:> CONCLUSION

The nature of evaluation is similar to the
nature of selection eriteria in that eriteria
of teacner effectiveress vary from one Jjob to
another, and they tend to change over time.
(vicwpoint: Ghiselli, 1956; and others)

In the evaluation of teachers, most practitioners and re-
searchers (Ware, 1964; Smith, 1967; Fishman, 1967; Ryans,
1963, 1957; Barr, 1941; Schalock, 1967) agree that a
teacher functions in a highly complicated setting, in
which his performance is influenced by the interaction of
his personal characteristics and various situational
variables. Personal variables include such components as
intellectual and affective structures, perceptual habits,
age, and level of training; while the situational variables
might include such components as the characteristics of the
learners present, the materials being used, the goals of
the institution, the instructional objectives, and the
characteristics of the physical setting.

Figure 4.1 presents representation of the interaction of
the teacher's behavior and the situational components. The
two-way arrows indicate the dynamic interaction between
teacher behavior and the multitude of situational variables;

Instructional
Objectives

v N
Physical Teacher ’ Materials
Setting Behavior l Used

N KA

\\ Learners

Present

Figure 4.1. A Representation of the Interaction

of Teacher Behavior and Various Situational

48 Variables, (Modified from Schalock's 1967 Model).
1
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the other lines show the interrelationships of the situ-
ational variables. As the diagram also shows, the
situational variables provide the framework within which
the teacher operates; however, since both teacher and
environment interact with each other, there is a mediating
effect on teacher performance. The implication of this
diagram is that criteria determined for teacher performance
should take into consideration the personal attributes the
teacher brings to the job and the situational constraints
placed on him by the job.

Deciding on Criteria

The initial step in teacher evalvation in a local school
district is that of determining what is considered to be
important in teaching. This first step is crucial to the
evaluation process, since what is considered to be important
becomes the basis for developing:

o specific teacher behaviors and results-of-behavior
desired (identified as criteria)

e ways to measure teacher behaviors and results (that
is, criteria measurement)

e comparisons of measurements and desired outcomes
(evaluation).

In determining what is considered to be important in
teaching, i.e., the criteria, three questions must be
answered:*

® Who will decide on the criteria and their importance?

e What procedure will be used to acquire information
used in making this decision?

® How will the data gathered be analyzed?

Who will decide? As mentioned in Chapter 3, criteria which

are based on an individual's intuitive judgment are built
on the weakest of foundniions. Consequently, it was
suggested that criterii decisions would be improved if
based on the pooled juwdgments of experts. Ryans (1957:43)
points out that the group of experts (jury of authorities)
may be constituted in 2 number of ways:

1. The jury may consist of the totality of the known
group of authorities or experts (e.g., all of the
principals and supervisors in the school district,
all members of a teachers' professional organiza-
tion, all college teachers of a specified subject
matter, etc.). Of course, such a procedure usually
is not feasible unless the totality of experts is
relatively small.
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2. The jury may consist of a random sample from the
roster or memebership list of a known group of
uthorities.

3. The jury may consist of a purposive sample drawn
from the totality of authorities as defined.

4. The jury may consist of a sample of individuals
wio have heen specially trained to make authori-
tative judgments regarding the criterion (e.g.,
job analysts, trained observers, etc.).

In education, method 3 probably is most often employed;
however, Ryans suggests that it is the weakest of the four
techniques. He also warns that methods 1, 2, and 4 do 'mot
necessarily insure valid criterion description, but they
represent distinct improvements' (1957:43).

:p CAUTION

Inadequate statements deseribing what is
important in teacher behavior and results of
behavior often result from using bilased
Judges. (viewpoint: Ryans, 1957:43)

A jury or group of experts in a school district, selected
for purposes of criterion determination, also may include
combinations of teachers, principals, supervisors, students,
board members, and parents working together. Such a co-
operative effort often has a positive effect on morale. 1

L) CONCLUSION

Involving teachers as well as other members of
the educational community in the development
of eriteria may help establish more accurately
defined criteria and may improve the morale of
the prof:ssional staff. (practice: schools)

Where school districts require the establishment of goals
for individuals, decisions regarding who will decide on
what these goals will be are made by: (a) the individual
teacher, (b) the principal or the supervisor, (c) the
individual and the principal cooperatively, or (d) a
committee composed of peers and/or administrators (the
latter possibility might also include the individual
teacher). Also, in establishing the broad goals for
individuals, board members, students, and parents may be
consulted.
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C) CONCLUSION

Regardless of how the goals are established,
output and procedural goals are more likely
to be understood and attained when they are
cooperatively developed by the teacher and
principal (or supervisor) and are written in
diseriminating Lehavior terms. (practice:
schools, industry)

Determining What procedures to use in criteria determination? Numerous
Criteria procedures have been employed for acquiring information
from people in order to determine what is considered to be
important in teaching (Ryans, 1957; Ghiselli, 1955; and
others). Ryans (1957:44) has listed six possible techniques
which have been used for this purpose.

@ Free-response--statements of what is important and the
degree of importance, based upon the general impressions
held by various members of the educational community.

® Check-list response--individuals indicate what is
important and the degree of importance on a previously
compiled list of desired behaviors and outcomes.

e Position analysis--detailed systematic description of
what is important for success and the degree of
importance by individuals trained in carrying out such
an analysis.

e Critical incidents description--detailed descriptions
of actual incidents and behavior that have been
observed by experts to be 'critical" in learner growth
and development. Note: this technique primarily
deals with teacher behaviors as opposed to learner
outcomes.

® Time sampling--detailed tabulation of teacher
behaviors based upon systematic observation and
recording, with special attention to the conduct of
observations during representative samples in time.

® Psycho-physical methods--members of the jury determine
what is important and the degree of importance using
such methods as ranking, paired comparisons, etc.

{ In education, the first two techniques probably have been
3 used more frequently than the others. However, from an
objective and rational viewpoint, the first two methods
are the weakest., In view of the nature of criteria for
teacher evaluation, probably the method which holds the
most promise is the "position analysis' technique.
Evidence of the worth of this technique in improving the
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selection process has been provided by Palmer (1970) in
his research using a completed ''position analysis outline'
(PAO) for improved selection decisions. (See= page 36 of
this report for identifying the composition of the PAO.)

How will the experts' responses be analyzed? Once experts

respond to the criteria dimensions they think important, a
final judgment must be made concerning what criteria will
be employed and how the criteria for evaluation will be
operationally defined. It is recognized that regardless
of whether an individual or a group makes these decisions,
a value system will be involved; however, to make such
judgments without a broader perspective of other's views
promotes a biased, unsystematic, and subjective approach
which may tarnish the criteria descriptions.

CONCLUSION

When decisions regarding the development of
criteria are based upon empirically supported
and rational considerations, relevance and
usability are more likely to be ensured.
(position: Ryanes, 1857)

A number of authors (Guion, 1961; Ryans, 1957; and Brogden
and Taylor, 1950) strongly recommend that a systematic and
comprehensive approach be used to develop criteria. Such

an approach would be designed to provide a rational analysis
of the relevancy of the possible criteria; it would hypo-
thesize descriptions of the criterion elements and use
various statistical techniques (e.g., factor analysis) to
identify significant operational behaviors pertinent to the
attainment of the instructional objective (Ryans, 1957).

The significanre of employing a more objective approach is
that evaluation of teacher behavior and learner outcomes
can meet with success only to the degree that criterion
judgment is based on reliable information regarding the
essential attributes and behaviors involved in teaching.
Consequently, such information must be based on carefully
defined and rigorously controlled evaluative research and
not on "armchair' methods {(Turner and Fattu, 1960).

Some Important Teaching Behaviors

This section has focused on the nature of criteria for
assessing teacher effectiveness, and it has provided some
suggestions as to the procedures for determining evaluative
criteria. It has not been the object to specify what

the important teaching behaviors are, because the behaviors
and results-of-behavior deemed important for teacher
effectiveness are specific to each situation. However, in
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reviewing the literature, some behaviors have been iden-
tified which those responsible for criteria selection and
development should be cognizant of.

£ CONCLUSION

Although the relationship of teacher behaviors
to student outcomes is usually limited to a
specific situation, some behaviors have pre-
cipitated desirable outcomes in more than one
type of situation. (research: Flanders, 1969)

The following behaviors have precipitated desirable out-
comes in more than one type of situation:

e The teacher makes statements that use ideas and
opinions previously expressed by pupils. This
behavior appears to be a type of accepting or
nurturant behavior.

e The teacher uses a cognitive style which 1is flexible
to the extent that he deals with two kinds of pupils
differently or adjusts strategies from one time period
to another.

o The teacher uses a complex conceptual framework. This
appears to be related to the idea that the diagnostic
task is necessary to teaching, i.e., that assessments
must be made in relation to goals and student errors,
that choices must be made for remedial procedures.
Immediate and long-range problem solution are facili-
tated by this behavior.

" 1"

o The teacher provides a "set'" or "advance organizer."
Students appear to process information more effec-
tively when they are provided a framework within which
to process the information.

Procedures for developing criteria for teacher evaluation
are moving from an inferential base to one that is much
more descriptive. For example, Soar (1968) indicated that
some of the newer procedures in developing criteria empha-
size attempts to describe rather than evaluate. Criteria
are developed that do not require value judgments on the
part of the observer. Under these circumstances, the
observer does not have to reach prior agreement about the
nature of effective teachiag.
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Acquisition and Analysis of Data
for Teacher Evaluation

In practice, the activities of defining teacher performance
criteria and identifying data collection and analysis pro-
cedures parallel each other, i.e., their development is
characterized more by interaction than by a sequential
relationship. The criteria provide the focus of the
evaluation by telling the evaluator and the evaluatee what
behavior, objects, or events are important for determining
performance success; the procedures of data acquisition
specify how data will be gathered and the measuring instru-
ments that will be used; and the techniques of data analysis,
i.e., statistical methods and data processing, allow for the
ordering of the data collected so that interpretations and
conclusions may be made.

SUGGESTION

Evaluation procedures may be the same for all
professional personnel regardless of level or
position. This does not imply that the
eriteria will be the same; but the procedures
for establishing eriteria, the methods for
collection and analysis of data, and the use
of data for decision purposes will be similar
enough to incorporate into the same policy or
strategy. (viewpoint: research staff)

Planning for Data Acquisition

Planning for data acquisition is one of the crucial steps
that is often passed over lightly in evaluation, and con-
sequently, many evaluation efforts fall short because of
lack of it. Plans for data collection should take place,
if not at the same time, immediately following the deter-
mination of criteria for teacher evaluation. Included in
the planning effort should be the following considerations:

o Where will the data come from?
e What form will the data be collected in?
e What will be the sampling procedures?

o Who will collect the data and what training will
the collector need?

One of the first considerations in planning for data
acquisition is to identify the sources of the data.
Typically these sources are identified early in the evalu-
ation process at the time the criteria for evaluation are
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defined. However, it is important that the evaluator
examine possible sources which may have been overlooked
during the earlier stages so that he has information

about the types of data that may be gathered and the types
of measuring instruments which may be employed. Generally
speaking, the sources of data include individuals who
might observe classroom and out-of-classroom behavior:

Classroom

students
teacher

peers
supervisors
teacher aides

OQut~of-Classroom

same as in classroom
other para-professionals
custodians

parents

other community members

Because most data collected concerning teacher evaluation
evolve from some "human activity,'" evaluators must be aware
of the ethical standards involved in the collection and use
of data in evaluation. As a result, the evaluator may wish
to consult with people who acquire information as well as
teachers to identify any limits in gathering data. This
procedure may facilitate the collection of data by elimi-
nating some of the resistance and negative feeling toward
the data collector and the purposes of the evaluation
effort.

SUGGESTION

Access to data may be facilitated if the
evaluator, prior to data acquisition, con-
sults with the sources of data to explain
the purposes of the evaluation and to
identify that information which is "off
limits."” (viewpoint: Birmbaum, 1970)

A second consideration in planning for data collection con-
cerns the form in which the data will be gathered, i.e.,
are the data in "raw" form or are the data in ''reduced"
form? Table 4.1 provides some examples of raw and reduced
data which may be used for evaluating teaching behavior

and the results of teacher behavior.
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Table 4.1

Examples of Raw and Reduced Data
Gathered for Teacher Evaluation

Raw Data Reduced Data
Process audio or video supervisor's written
Information recordings of comments about

teacher behavior teacher's performance
Outcome achievement test letter grades assigned
Information | manuscripts by teacher

answver sheets students' grade point
average

Usually the purpose of the evaluation determines the form
of the data desired, and the form of the data affects how
it will be collected and analyzed. However, if the data
are not readily available in the form desired, then adjust-
ments in the collection and analysis procedures are

necessary.
Sampling The sampling procedures employed in evaluating teachers is
Procedures another important consideration in planning for data

acquisition. Sampling procedures have been designed to
acquire only portions of the total amount of data available
from the identified sources. In teacher evaluation,
sampling techniques have been employed fol two primary
reasons: it is realistically impossible to collect and
analyze all of the available data (e.g., one cannot hope to
observe and analyze everything a teacher does), and the
techniques allow the evaluator to distribute the information
demands over the available time and data sources, in order
not to overtax the endurance of any individual at any given
point in time (Birmbaum, 1970).

|::> SUGGESTION

Observation of teachers should be carefully
spaced over time to yield the best appraisal
results. (viewpoint: Mitzel, 1967, and
others) '
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When employing observational techniques, systematic or
non-systematic, as criterion measures, sampling is aiways
a problem. It is important to note that when interaction
analysis techniques are to be used, multiple observations
need to be spaced carefully over time to adequately sample
a teacher's behavior (Mitzel, 1967, and Schalock and
Beaird, 1968).

SUGGESTION

When samples of behavior are gathered by
observational means, teachers and students
should be given some time to become
acclimated to the presence of the observer.
(viewpoint: Schalock, 1967a)

It is important that when observations are made either by

a live observer or with the help of a video tape recording
device, trial observations are conducted as the teacher and
students become accustomed to having an observer in the
class with them. Research findings are somewhat sparse as
to the influence observation has on those being observed.

Schalock (1967a) reports that some research (Thompson,
1963; Paul, 1964) on mother-child interaction in the home
suggests that as much as 5 - 7 hours of observation are
needed before observer influence becomes constant. There
is a good possibility that a shorter trial period would
suffice in a classroom; however, until sufficient research
has been conducted on this problem, data gathered using
observational techniques should be interpreted with some
caution.

A final consideration in planning for data acquisition
concerns the training of the data collector. If the data
to be collected are to be in raw form, little training of
the collector is required. However, if data are to be
reduced at the time of collection, then the collector must
be capable of accurately recording and reducing the data
for analysis and interpretation.

For example, when studying the interpersonal communications
between a teacher and students, an observer (data collector)
must provide data which are valid and reliable. Therefore,
the observer must undergo extensive training to memorize the
definitions of the behavior categories used for classifying
teacher and student messages; he must master the uze of the
behavior record form and the other recording procedures so
that accurate judgments can be made; and he must demonstrate
that his records are consistent: from one observation to
another.
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> SUGGESTION

Individuals responsible for acquiring 'reduced”
data should be provided extensive training in
reduction procedures to ensure valid and
reliable information. (viewpoint: research

staff)

Selection of Measuring Instruments

Tn the evaluation of teachers, measurement techniques are
central to the acquisition of data from the standpoint that

o they sometimes influence the kind of information to
be gathered, i.e., in considering what data are to be
gathered, it is necessary to contemplate the type of
measure that will be used;

e they help order the available data; and

® they help reduce the error of informal human
observation.

As Schalock (1969, V-26) so aptly put it,

In the absence of instruments for the extension of
the senses, or for the control of conditions, human
observations are liable to error. Instruments are
a means for approximating more closely the property
under observation.

|:> CONCLUSION

Teacher evaluation is dependent upon measure-
ment as a basis for information gathering,
because it is through measurement that the
evaluator ascertains the quantity or quality
of something. (viewpoint: Schalock, 1968 )

Practical In selecting measures for evaluation, a major rule of thumb
Criteria for is "select the instrument which best fits your purpose,’
Instrument i.e., identify the measurement techniques and strategies
Selection which provide the data desired. Although this guideline
is quite simple, too often choices are made on the basis .

of familiarity with or easy availability of instruments
rather than because of their appropriateness. Obviously,
such a situation is a case of the "tail wagging the dog."
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To help in making appropriate decisions regarding the
kinds of measures to use or develop, Lyons (1970) has
suggested four practical considerations or restraints:

@ Cost Factor - Priorities must be determined for the
kinds of data needed and decisions made to allocate
money among these priorities.

o Time Factor - Somz measures take a great: deal of time
to use and to develop properly and if not enough lead
time is available, tle use of such instruments will
not be feasible.

® Source Factor - It does no good to decide on a parti-
cular instrument that would do the job, allocate
appropriate resources, and then find out it is not
possible to collect the data because no data source
is available.

e ''Taboo' Factor - An otherwise satisfactory instrument
can meet with resistance if it conflicts with local
traditions or custom.

The cautions discussed in Lyons' restraints reinforce the
idea that planning for data acquisition and the instruments
to be employed is essential in establishing teacher evalu-
ation procedures.

Besides the practical considerations listed above for
choosing or developing an instrumeni for teacher evaluation,
one should also consider the characteristics which indicate
adequacy of any measuring instrument, viz., relevance,
reliability, validity, fidelity, and ease of administration.
A number of authors (Lyons, 1970; Schalock, 1968; Kerlinger,
1964; Thorndike and Hagen, 1962; Ryans, 1957; and others)
describe those characteristics as follows:

e Relevance--This quality is sometimes referred to as
validity, i.e., the extent that the measure appears
to be measuring that which it says it is.

e Reliability--This quality concerns the consistency
or reproducibility of the measure, i.e., the
instrument continues to maintain its stability from
one application to the next.

e Validity--This quality pertains to the fact that the
instrument measures that behavior, object, or event
for which it was intended to measure.

e Fidelity--This quality relates to the degree to

which the response c¢o the instrument parallels the
true or actual performance (e.g., skill tests in
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physical education have a greater degree of fidelity
than do paper and pencil tests).

@ Fase of Administration--This quality involves the
practicality of the instrument in the evaluation,
i.e., its availability, scoring ease, etc.

:> CONCLUSTON

Data acquired for teacher evaluation purposes
may be analyzed and interpreted with a greater
degree of confidence if in the evaluation pro-
cess the following two questions can be
answered positively:

o Will the measuring instruments emp’oyed
fit the purpose of the evaluation and
will they do an adequate job?

e Have the measuring instruments been
implemented accurately?

(viewpoint: research staff)

Some Uses of Measuring Instruments

Thus far, this section has focused on some approaches to
planning for data acquisition and on some criteria for
selecting appropriate criterion measures. The purpose of
the remainder of this section is to present some of the
techniques for gathering data for teacher evaluation.

A variety of measuring instruments are available for
obtaining data for purposes of teacher evaluation. To
provide the reader with some information as to how these
measures have been employed, the discussion has been
organized into three broad categories:

® direct measurement of teacher behavior
@ indirect measurement of teacllicr behavior

e measurement of the results-of-teacher-behavior--i.e.,
learner outcomes.

~
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Direct Measurement of Teacher Behavior

Direct measurement of Lteacher behavior refers to the
assessment of a teacher's performance as he attempts to
influence learner development within some instructional
setting. This form of assessment employs measures ranging
from highly systematic measurement techniques (e.g.,
systematic observation using trained observers) to less
systematic techniques (e.g., casual observation by un-
trained observers).

Systematic Observation Procedures.* Measures in this
category are designed to minimize, as much as possible,
the influence of observer bias. Characteristics of these
measurement techniques i.clude:

s prior analysis of the criterion behaviors;
o clearly defined behavior category dimensions;
e use of an observational record for recording purposes;

e establishment of inter-rater and intra-rater
reliability; and

o intensive training of the observers in observational
and recording techniques.

Systematic observational procedures are
designed to minimize and control, as much as
possible, the influence of observer bias in
instrument application. (viewpoint: Medley
and Mitzel, 1963; and others)

Systematic observational technique: generally are categorized
as either single~factor systems or multi-factor systems
(Medley and Mitzel, 1963; and hosenshine, 1970). That is,
either they are intendad to fccus on one aspect of the
teacher's behavior at a time {e.g., the number and type of
questions transmitted during a given lesson), or they are

*For an extensive disc.ssion of systematic observational
procedures, see Medley and Mitzel's chapter, "Measuring
Classroom Behavior by Systematic Observation," in Gage's
(ed.) Handbook of Research on Teac ing (1963). For a
review of observational devices, see Simon and Bover,
Mirrors of Behavior (1967 ~ 1970). (See Bibliography.)
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intended to focus on two or more aspects (e.g., analyzing
the verbal and nonverbal messages transmitted between
teachers and pupils as well as the changes in the instruc-
tional setting during a given lesson).

NOTE

Single-factor systematic observation systems are
quite manageable by local school officials in
measuring teacher behavior. (viewpoint:
research staff)

Because of the complexity of the multi-factor systems,

local school officials may find single-factor systems (e.g.,
Flanders Interaction Analysis System) more manageable.

The basis for this position does not rest on the ability

of those in the local setting, but on the practical reality
that the complexity of the multi-factor systems require
intensive training and retraining of observers. Also, such
systems may noc provide a justifiable return for the
expenses incurred.

The rise of systematic observational procedures for
studying teacher effectiveness dates back to a study by
A. S. Barr reported in 1929, Characteristic Differences
in Teaching Performance of Good and Poor Teachers of the

Social Studies.

Many of the studies employing these techniques, prior to
the 1950's, "took the form of supervisors' check lists
designed to rate teachers rather than to study teaching."
(Kliebard, 1966 : 46). The greatest use of systematic
observation procedures has been within the past two
decades, and most of these studies have been of a des-
criptive nature rather than evaluative (see Medlcy and
Mitzel, 1963; and Flanders, 1969). The major puarpose

of these studies has been to study the interaction
between teacher and pupil by keeping a running record of
selected behavioral events that occur within the class-
room.

FlanZers in his recent book, Analyzing Teaching Behavior,
has illustrated the two major applications of interaction
analysis in the study of teacher behavior (1970:3).

° One application of these activities is to help an
individual develop and control his teaching
behavior.

i7o




e A second application is to discover through research
how to explain the variations which occur in the
chain of classroom events. These explanations are
meant to focus on teaching behavior and its relation-
ships to classroom interaction and educational
outcnmes.

|:',> CONCLUSION

The appropriateness of the systematic cbserva-
tion system to be employed is directly related
to the kind of info mation desired. (viewpoint:
Schalock, 1967a)

Choosing A basic question thac needs to be asked when systemzcic

Appropriate observation techniques are to be employed is, ''Does the

System category system fit the purpose for which the data are
being collected?" Since all observation systems have

different strengths and weaknesses, it is important that
one should do a thorough analysis of the kind of informa-
tion desired before selecting a procedure to be used.

That such an effort is required is exemplified in a recent
study by Medley and Hill (1969) in which thev compare the
Flanders instrument with Medley and Mitzel's OScAR
(Observation Schedule and Record) instrument for analyzing
teacher-learner interaction. They reported that Flanders'
technique was easiexr to use and was more sensitive to
student behaviors, while 0ScAR focused more on instruc-
tional and management behaviors. They concluded that both
systems are good, but the user must decide which is best
for what he 1is trying to measure.

Schalock (1967a) suggests that if verbal behavior is the
object of focus, then behavior should be recorded with
audio tape and a system such as Flanders Interaction
Analysis System employed. If both verbal and nonverbal
behaviors are desired, then a multi-factor system such
as the Teaching Research System for the Description of
Teacher Behavior in the Classroom (Schalock, 1967b) can
be used for directly observing a classroom or observing
a videotape recording of a classroom interaction.

Increase Reviews of research findings (Medley and Mitzel, 1963;

in Use Soar, 1968; Flanders, 1969; and Rosenshine, 1970) indicate
that studies using systematic observation procedures
(especially interaction analysis) to describe teacher
behavior are increasing. Also increasing is the develop-
ment of new observation systems (Simon and Boyer, 1967,
1970: and Boyd and DeVanlt, 1966). However, the state of
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the art is still in a somewhat primitive stage. Con-
tributing to this sicuation is the fact that it is

difficult for prospective users to obtain good instruments
from the original authors. Where the author has made it a
point to disseminate the observation system he has developed,
this problem has been alleviated. For example, Flanders'
dissemination of his interaction analysis technique through
workshops, monographs, etc. has contributed to the more
frequent use of his instrument.

A second :ontributing factor to the primitive state of the
interaction analysis art is the difficulty practitioners
have in adapting a particular system to their particular
needs. This problem has been identified in discussions
with numerous school people, and it is one of the many
areas in which training and dissemination workshops are
needed.

Some exceptions exist; for example, Flanders' system has
been adapted to the needs of its users to some degree

(see Amidon and Hough, 1967). Another system that is
currently addressing itself to the problem is a system
developed by Parsons (1969), known as Guided Self-Analysis.
Through much effort, Parsons has programmed the learning
of his system so that teacher and supervisors can use only
those parts of it which fit their needs.

SUGGESTION

Training both supervisors and teachers in the
use of an interaction analysis system will
provide a common language for analyzing the
teaching-learning process. (viewpoint:
Flanders, 1963, and others)

Research studies which have used internction analysis
techniques show that our understanding of the structure to
measure desired outcomes and function of the verbal chain
of events in the instructional setting has greatly improved
(Flanders, 1970). 1In addition, the training of both
supervisors and teachers in the use of interaction analysis
has provided a common language for analyzing the teaching-
learning process (Flanders, 1963; Hill, 1966; Thoreson,
1963; Moskowitz, 1967; Hough and Ober, 1966; and Malone,
1968).

Non-systematic Observation Procedures. Direct measurement

of teaching behavior also includes those non-systematic
observational techniques which are either "analytical' or




"general" (Ryans, 1957:52). Traditionally, in evaluating
teacher behavior via observational means these procedures
have been empluved in one way or another because they are
easy to construc” and use. Generally, analytical pro-
cedures include roting scales and check lists whereas
general procedures consist of broad or global assessments
of teacher behavior. Although analytical techniques are
somewhat more systematically structured than those in the
general category, they are still prone to error. This is
primarily due to the characteristics common to both
analytical and general techniques--the observer, trained
or otherwise, withholds his judgment until the end of the
behavior sequence. This contrasts with interaction
analvsis techniques which usually consist of a continuous
record of predetermined categorical sets.

) CONCLUSION

The chief advantage of non-systematic
observational techniques (e.g., rating scales)
i1s that the observer is able to consider clues
from a variety of sources before he makes his
Judgment. (viewpoint: Rosenshine, 1970)

Studies of teacher evaluation have been reported in which
pupils, peers, and supervisors have assessed teacher
behavior using various non-systematic observational
techniques. In many cases results indicated discrepancies
in the observer ratings. For example, Poppleton (1968)
used a modified critical incident technique to identify
discrepancies ir the assessment of student teachers by
supervisors and cooperating teachers. Her results show
that the ratings of the cooperating teachers were normally
distributed, bu: the grades assigned by the supervisors
were negativery skewed in the B grade category. ''This,"”
she concludes, 'mo doubt arises from the recognition of
the seriousness of failure by those responsible for
awarding the certificate.”

What can be done to guard against the problems rising from
f subject judgments and rater discrepancies? The following

~ suggestions are made to answer this question:
|
O
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|:> SUGGESTION

To improve the accuracy of using non-systematic
observational techn’ques the following might be
considered:
e C(Clearly define the focus of the evaluation;
e Develop specific, low inference items?*;

e Use a common record form; and

e Provide adequate training for the
observers.

(viewpoint: research staff)

Self-evaluation of behavior. A third means to direct
measurement of teacher behavior is having the teacher
evaluate his own behavior. Self-evaluation of behavior
differs from other direct measurement procedures in the
following manners:

e There is no need for involving an external
observer in the measurement process.

® Behavioral criteria are determined by the
teacher rather than by some external sourcc.

The advantage of this approach is based on the idea that
evaluation should be an internal process rather than an
external one {(Rogers, 1954).

::s CONCLUSION

The chief advantage of the self-evaluation
approach is that the teacher has the opportunity
for self-improvement without an external threat.
The chief disadvantage is that the approach does
not readily relate to an outside criterion.
(viewpoint: Ryans, 1957; and others)

*Following his recent review of the use of rating scales
for instructional evaluation, Rosenshine (1970) reports
that specificity of items enhances the interrater relia-
bility to the point where such measures are comparable to
systematic categorical cbservation systems.
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L) SUGGESTION

The self-evaluation approach for teacher pre-service and
in-service training has been subjected to a number of
studies, some of which have permitted total self-analysis
by the teacher (Jensen, 1968); others have included an
individual or group for critiquing purposes (Thoreson,
1963; Bush and Allen, 1964). Two other disadvantages,
other than the one mentinned above, have been found:
teachers are not able to analyze specfic asperts of their
behavior because they are without a conceptual frame or
systematic observation system, and teachers lack technical
competence for operating the audio or video equipment
necessary for capturing their behavior for analysis.

Before implementing the self-evalualion
approach for improving instruction:

e Teachers should be provided with a frame-
work (an observational system) for
analyzing and interpreting their own
behavior. *

e Teachers should be provided with the
techrical competence needed for
operating the various new media used for
recording their behavior.

(viewpoint: research staff)

Indirect Measurement of Teacher Behavior. Indirect

measurement of teacher behavior deals with assessment of
out-of-classroom teacher behavior such as activity in
rrganizations, extraclass activities, contribution to
curriculum development, interactions with parents, hobbies,
and education. Although indirect measurement sometimes is
not incorporated in any formal evaluation of teacher
behaviors, such information is ample in quantity, often

*The notion for providing a teacher with some framework for
evaluating his own behavior stems from the rationale that a
person's predisposition affects his perception, i.e., what
is in a person's "head" gives him the set for what he sees.
A good analogous situation is the biologist who, without a
taxonomy for categorizing what he observes through the
microscope, makes only gross observation.
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pertinent, and relatively easy to obtain. Weaknesses of
such procedures include the problem of limited sampling
of the behaviors being measured and scoring difficulty
(Schalock, 1969).

|:> CONCLUSTION

Advantages of measuring out-of-classroom
teacher behavior are:

e Information is ample, >ften pertinent
e Data are easy to obtain
Disadvantages are:
e Occurrence of limited sampling
e Occurrence of scoring problems

(viewpeint: Schalock, 1969)

A~ Example An example of indirect measurement of teacher performance
is a study conducted by Popham and Standlee (1958), which
was designed to explore the relationship between teachers’
vut-of-school activities and their professional performance.
Principals' ratings and the Minnesota Teacher Attitude
Inventory (MTAL) were employed as measures. Four con-
clusions were stated in the study: (a) professional
performance does not relate to the whole range of out-of-
school activities, rather only to particular activities;
(b) measures on the MTAI are related to the professional
out-of-school activities of the teacher; (c) performance,
as measured by the principal's ratings, is related to non-
professional activities; and (d) the MTAI and principals'
ratings assess different dimensions of the teacher's
professional performance (p. 29).

Measurement of Pupil Qutcome. Many educators agree that
the most satisfactory criterion measure is the product of
performance; the emphasis is on the result or outcome of
instruvction rather than the process of instruction. The
major reason for preferring pupil outcomes as the measure
of teacher effectiveness is that the goal of teaching is
learner developmernt, and therefore the teacher should be
accountable by providing evidence that learning has
occurred.
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Measures Pupil outcomes include how pupils think, perform, and feel.
Consequently, the traditional measures used for gathering

data

for these preferred criteria include:

knowledge and ability measures--tests designed to
measure what a person knows

skill performance measures--tests designed to
measure what a person can do

attitudinal measures--measures designed to assess
a person's feelings or desires

interest measures.

Numerous writers have discussed in great detail the con-
struction and use of instruments for measuring pupil
outcom2s. As a result, no discussion of these specific
measures will be provided in this paper.*

*Tor

those who are interested in a more intensive dis-
cussion about the selection and construction of specific
instruments, see the following sources:

)

Buros, Oscar Kristen (ed.) The Sixth Mental Measure-
ments Yearbook. Highland Park, N. J.: Gryphon Press,

1965.

Cronbach, Lee J. Essentials of Psychological Testing.
New York: Harper Brothers, 1960.

Guilford, J. P. Psychometric Methods, New York:
McGraw-Hill, 1954, Chapter 2 Rating Scales, pp. 262-
301; Ch. 15, Test Development, pp. 414-469.

Kerlinger, Fred N. Foundations of Behavioral Research:
Educational and Psychological Inquiry. New York:

Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1964. Part 7,

Methods of Observation and Data Collection, pp. 463-599.
Schalock, H. E. Measurement. In CORD: National
Research Training Manual. 2nd Edition. Jack Crawford

(ed.) Monmouth, Oregon: Teaching Research Division,
Oregon State System of Higher Education. Chapter V,
85 p. 1968.

Super, Donald E. and John O. Crites. Appraising
Vocational Fitness. New York: Harper and Row, 1962.

Webb, E. J., D. T. Campbell, R. D. Schwartz, and L.
Sechrest. Unobtrusive Measures: Nonreactive Research
in the Social Services. Chicago: Rand McNally and Co.,

1966, 225 p.
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Although a product criterion measure is preferred, its
use presents a number of problems in teacher evaluation.
As Ryans (1957:55) states:

The chief disadvantage in the use of productg as
criterion measures is the difficulty of adequately
controlling external factors in order to provide
reasonable assurance that the hypothesized pro-
duct is truly a product of the criterion behavior
rather than that of a wide range of uncontrolled
conditions occurring prior to and concurrently
with the criterion behavior.

ﬁ) CAUTION

As the complexity »f the situation increases
and control declines, the ability to attribute
pupil learning to a specific teacher's behavior
diminishes. (viewpoint: Ryans, 1957)

The control question discussed by Ryans constitutes one of
the major problems in evaluating teacher effectiveness.
Whereas experimental research uses the laboratory to handle
such a problem, evaluation in the field has had difficulty
in dealing with it adequately. As a result, evaluative
study of pupil outcomes is often confounded and contaminated
by the effects of various uncontrolled factors.

The study by Turner, et al., (1963) represents an example
of coping with the product criterion problem. The purpose
of the study was to examine the effect of problem~solving
ability of teachers, as measured by the "Mathematics
Teaching Tasks,' on pupil achievement and supervisory
ratings of the skills of teachers in teaching the unit.
Results from the study indicate that pupils under two
successive high-scoring mathematics instructors, perform
significantly better than those under pairs of low-scoring
teachers.

) SUGGESTION

When using puptl achievement as a criterion
measure, consideration must be given to the
suggestion of teachers influencing the pupil's
achievement. (research: Turner, et al, 1963)
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Besides focusing on learner outcomes in terms of pupil
gain scores, assessment of pupil behavior in the class-
room, which is assumed to be influenced by teacher
behavior, may be conducted (Ryans, 1957 ; and others).
Generally, this form of evaluation has been found most
rften in situations where skill performance on the part
of the learners is the primary object of instruction
(e.g., drama, speech, and physical education classes);
however, in view of the increasing use of systematic
observational procedures for assessing teacher verbal
vehavior, it appears that in the not too distant future
observational techniques will be modified for the purpose
of describing the pattern and level of pupil verbal and
nonverbal behavior in classes intended for cognitive and
attitudinal development.

Some Procedures for Data Acquisition in School Districts.

Discussions with people in various organizations leaves

the impression that a variety of evaluation procedures

are being used. ''Management by objectives' procedures

have been in use for several years in business organiza-
tions and are beginning to be discussed seriously in

school systems; self-evaluation procedures are seen by
many as being the most satisfactory way to improve instruc-
tion; and peer evaluation holds promise for others to
satisfy requests for accountability.

One view which may be pertinent to many of these procedures
was expressed by a supervisor who operates within a
"management by objectives' framework: ''The individuals

who indicate job satisfaction are those whose supervisor
communicates with them regarding their performance.'

The following ideas seem pertinent to acquisition and
analysis of information in school systems:

® Teachers and administrators benefit from a school
board policy which identifies the purposes and general
procedures to be used in evaluation of personnel; in
addition, a benefit is derived when the school board
identifies what types of data on teachers it desires
in order to establish policy and provide informaticn
to the public.

e If an evaluation form is being used with a group of
teachers, all new teachers should examine the form
early in the year (and perhaps complete some of the
information) in order to become thoroughly acquainted
with the criteria for evaluation.
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e Vice principals and department chairmen are involved
in collection of information, but their role in the
total evaluation process may be different from that
of the principal.

® Where student evaluation is used on a formal basis,
the student reactions are usually anonymous and
acquired at the option of the teacher.

® One of the limitations of peer evaluation is the

hesitancy of peers to make critical comments.

Post-0Observation Processes

Purposes of When should decisions be made regarding needed supervisory
the Post- treatments, change of assigmment, promotion, or release
Observation from employment?

Conference

e Should the supervisor enter the -~cst-observation
conference with decisions cleariy in mind?

® Should he make joint decisions with the employee
during the process of the conference?

o Or should the conference be considered part of the
information-gathering process and decisions be
delayed until after the conference?

The answor to these questions are not easily found in
research on teacher evaluation. Noland and Moylan (1967:
vi) indicate that a wide variety of practices occur in
business.

Some firms use either an informal or a standardized
rating sheet, but do not make the results known to
the employee. Other organizations use a standard
evaluation procedure and rating form and evaluate
the employee in an interview at which he is present.
Still others see the employee only after the evalua-
tion has been completed.

In both business and schools some kind of meeting between
supervisor and employee often follows observations of the
subordinates' work. Usually this meeting is referred to
as an ''evaluation conference'" by educators and as a
""performance appraisal interview' by business personnel.
Essentially, both are used to fulfill the same purposes.

In business the diversity of these purposes has greatly
increased since the appraisal interview has been seen as
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a means to deve¢lop subordinates as well as evaluate them
(Solem, 1960).

yﬁ; NO'I &2

[ The perfcrmance apprrisal interview can involve
such di».:rgse functions as the evaluation of
per formance, motivation of the subordinate,
warning, praising, developing, treating the
subordi, ite as an individual, recommending
future ccurses of action, and the differential
granting or withholding of an entire system of
rewards and pu...shments. (research: Solem,
1960)

Effectiveness Research cunducted LY Meyer and Walker (1961); and Meyer,

of Kay and French, (1965) attempted to assess the effective-
Performance ness of performance appraisal interviews. They reached
Appraisal four con-~lusions:

Interviews

v Criticism has a negative effect on the achievement
of goals because it builds defens.iveness.

© Praise has little effect one way or the other on
the achievement of goals.

e Mutual goal-setting improves pecrformance.

e Coaching should be day-to-day, not a once-a-year
activity.

Rose (1962) reached the same conclusion that the manner in
which feedback is provided to teachers can halt or enhance
growth and improvement. Treating each tcacher as an
individual, according to how each responds tc supervisory
help can be accomplished through the appraisal interview
or cciference.

l::> CAUTION

v'he teacher riove readily accepts decisions based
on obrervations and conferences if the major
focus is on “mproving rather than fault finding.
(research: <industry, sclools)
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Rigid feedback procedures need to be carefully evaluated.
The number of improvements that can be accomplished at

one time is limited, and teachers must be spared the over-
whelming feeling of failure accompanying a long list of
"needed improvements' (Noland and Moylan, 1967). While
even the successful teacher has failure experiences, he
should not be led to believe that he has so many as to
lose his sense of personal worth or emotional stability.
On the other hand, the tendency of supervisors to be
overly generous with praise causes appraisals to have
little value as a basis for making decisions (Lopez, 1965;
French, J., 1966).

Since a variety of decisions may be made on the basis of
the evaluation of teachers, it is essential that all who
are involved in the system understand the purposes and
procedures as well as the roles of the various partic®-
pants. For example, a .ierit promotion board might review
evaluation data using a different procedure from that of
the principal or supervisor assisting the teacher in
instructional methods. Likewise, a group decision might
be made by an evaluation committee responsible for
reviewing all probationary teachers for retention. Unless
differing roles and procedures are understood by all
involved, misunderstanding and low morale can result.

SUGCGESTION

Plans regarding supervisory treatments,
assignments, nromotion and release should
become part of a goal-setting activity in
order for all participants to understond
the bases for evaluation. (position:
research staff

Many authors refer to i..e importance of prior (and mutual)
goal setting. For example, Redfern (1963) prefers that
the evaluation of teachers ir. an "umpiring" sense be dis-
continuec in faver of a "coaching" relationship. The
joint establishment of performance goals and standards
before and during the school year reduces the need for

the traditional annual rating decision. Rather, through
contrasting his achievement with predetermined standards,
the teacher Fnows how he is doing at all times. Just as
Meyer (1961, 1965) cited the advantages of mutual goal
setting, Odiorne (1965) emphasized the need for a standard
of performance which has been made clear to provide
motivation toward specific goals. Except when related to
the next sevr of goals, malking judgments after performance
has occurred has little value (McNeil, 1967).
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A decision to change the assignment of a teacher is
sometimes made on the basils of evaluation of performance.
Such a change is justified on the assumption that teachers
behave differently in different situations. For example,
a given set of teacher behaviors will affect one group of
students differently than another group: therefore, a
teacher exhibits more effective behavior in one situation
than in another. This assumption appears to be justified
by the research literature (Flanders, 1969; Mitzel, 1960;
Fllena, Stevenson, and Webb, 1961).

Most decisions made in the evalv.ti.n process are based on
information regarding the individual teacher. When the

data from individual teachers are cumulated and analyzed,

the information may be useful for making decisions concerned
with the design of in-service courses for groups of teachers.
Such courses can be designed around weaknesses that are
reported through the evaluation process.

One of the most significant issues in record keeping for
evaluation purposes is policy regarding personnel folders.
Policy generally takes one of two forms: either the
personnel file is open to the teacher at his request, or
it is open to administrative personnel only.

CONCLUSION

Open pergsonnel files and reports to the Boards
of Education tend to reduce anxiety and rumor
among those being evaluated. (practice:
education)

When the file is closed to the teacher, it is assumed that
the file contains confidential recommendations obtained
for promotions. Under the circumstances, some systems
provide copies of all evaluation reports - the teacher;
some systems require four copies so that tune principal,
the personnel director, and the assistant superintendent
(or curriculum personnel) receive copies also. One
central office person is then responsible for reviewing
each evaluation report to suggest actions that might be
taken for improving individual teachers or to recommend
changes in the system. When the official record system
is open to the teacher, principals sometimes keep a
personal file which is not officially a part of ' e
district's record system.¥*

*This tends to subvert the intention of open files, but
nevertheless is practiced.
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Assessment of the Evaluation Process

Too often, after a system has been developed for the evalu-
ation of teachers, schools neglect to develop a systematic
approach to judge the effectiveness of that system. If the
teacher evaluation process is not periodically analyzed for
problems, and if concern for assessment of teacher evalu-
ation only occurs when any one particular teacher seems in
difficulty and is in jeopardy of losing his position because
of lack of competence or effectiveness, it becomes very
difficult to discover who really is at fault: the individual
teacher, the system for teacher evaluation, some aspect of
implementing the evaluation system, or a combination of
these elements.

When a school district continuously monitors the teacher
evaluation process, they have constant sources of feedback.
This allows for anticipation of problems and, as in the
case of the ineffective teacher, may point to modification
in supervision before problems reach a point where alterna-
tives are limited to forced resignation or cancellation of
contract.

Some evaluation problems may not derive from the system
itself nor the intended procedures but may be due to prob-
lems of implementation. For example, if adequate time is
not spent in observation and providing feedback to teachers,
the goal of instruction improvement may not be served. On
the other hand, a thorough examination of goals may indicate
that they are unreasonable for a particular teacher or group
of pupils. Other sources of problems may be procedural.

NOTE

Analysis of difficulties necessitates examination
of the realism of aoal: the adequacy of their
implementation, and the effectiveness of t. > teach-
ing procedure. (practice: schools)

At the heart of assessment of the evaluation process is the
coordination of information sources which supply data for
analysis of difficulties. If one is particularly concerned
with the problem of retention of teachers, personnel pro-
cedures might include the early period of employment as an
extension of the selection process. This emphasizes the
need for coordinating the evaluation process with other
personnel procedures, and for developing a record system
which facilitates this coordination.
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Sources of
Information

Suggestions
for Training
Evaluators

[ comprehensive personnel record system will
factlitate ti:e eoordination of selection,
evaluation, and supervision-of-assignment
Junetions. (practice: industry)

Usually, the personnel record system contains the data
acquired during the selection pirocess and the formal
evaluative comments from principals or supervisors. An
additional source of information which is useful and easy
to obtain is the exit interview. When teachers leave a
school system, information can be sought regarding:

¢ why they are leaving the system

e teacher-perceived problems in supervision procedure
(which includes evaluation practices)

o teacher-perceived problems in selection and placement
nrocedures.,

Because it has been noted that one of the problems involved
with evaluation of teachers is due to the lack of training
of those who do the evaluation, this is a problem to antici-
pate.

SUGGESTION

Public school systems often i‘reat the training
of those who evaluate teacherc rather casually.
However, training of personnel involved in
teacher cvaluation is likely to increase
validity, reltability, discrimination, and
feelings of certainty regarding decisions.
(vractice: industry)

Many times a viewpoint is expressed that school administra-
tors are professional people, they know their job and what
they desire in teachers, and they know how to determine when
good teaching is occurring. This view is expressed in spite
of research which indicates that the reliability and validity
of administrators' judgments is generally low when compared
with student gain (Ellena, Stevenson, and Webb: 1961).

Training evaluators is crucial to the evaluation process.
The following procedures have been used for improving the
performance of those responsible for evaluation of teachers:
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e elective in-service courses or courses at universities
e entire principals' meeting devoted to evaluation
e general explanation given at principal's meeting

e workshop or clinic from one to three days; including
assistance from an outside consultant, observation of
films of live classrooms, co-rating for reliability,
discussions

e written manuals describing procedures, explaining forms
and policy

e central office personnel working individually with
principal

In systematically acquiring information to assess the
effectiveness of the teacher evaluation system, an answer
to these general questions must be sought:

e Is improvement of instruction occurring?
e Are teachers given information and resources to improve?
® Are students learning?

® Are teachers with problems showing growth ¢t being
selected out?

e Does the teaching staff understand how they are
accountable?

Because these questions are complex and difficult to answer,
data about the teacher evaluation system must be as system-
atically sought as the data collected on individual teachers.
In addition, the means for gathering information about the
evaluation system should be planned concurrently with the

development of the teacher evaluation system.

If analysis of the data indicates a modificatior is nzeded,
the revision process begins at the point where change should
take place. For example, where data collection procedures
are inadequate, then a review of purposes is not needed; but
rather one should change the data collection procedures.
Assessment may indicate that principals need more training
in observation procedures or in methods of feedback to
teachers.
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Assessment of teacher evaluation is not a closed system.
It occurs within the larger context of the total operation
of schools and within the context of the local community
and society.

L) CAUTION

When school districts do not consider the
multiple contexts within which the teacher
evaluation system operates, they increase the
probability of ignoring important considera-
tions in planning for problems that may occur.
These contexts include:

e human relations with teachers and
comminity

o Jevelopment of school policy

e teacher training

e ‘teacher organizations and negotiations
o cvaluation of other personnel

e total school program evaluation.

Human Relations with Teachers and Community

Because evaluation of teachers is a human process as much
as it is an organizational program, continuous efforts must
be made to develop reliable measures of effective teacher
behaviors which relate to pupil outcome in specific situa-
tions. Pupils, parents, and other community members are

at the very least indirectly involved in teacher evaluation
and school districts must help them understand just how and
to whom teachers and administrators are accountable.

Development of School Policy

School policy, developed by local schcol boards, is what
gives direction to administrators. It is the public
expression of a philosophy. Administrators must not only
adhere to perconnnel policies which reflect that philosophy,
but professionals have an obligation to inform and interact
with the public ard thus provide means to policy change.
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Teacher Training

Teacher evaluation seems to be increasingly more inter-
related with teacher training. As new certification
standards and intern-type trailning programs evolve, the
new information about teacher effectiveness must be fed
back into the personnel policy development effort of
local school districts.

Teach:r Organizations and Negotiations

No .longer do teacher organizations divorce themselves from
issues involving evaluation and accountability. Many
teacher orgarizations have already acquired negotiation
agreements with local boards. State and national organi-
zations ..ave obtained necessary legislation which gives
teacher organizations bargaining powers.

Regardless of one's stand on the issue of teacher rights,
and whether or not a labor-management relationship will
emerge between teachers and administratois, negotiations
will occur and they will include discussions about and
planning for improved teacher evaluation processes. This
fact should give even more impetus to lo:al research
efforts regarding effective teaching and systems for
evaluating that teaching.

Evaluation of Other Personnel

Systems for evaluating teacher effectiveness zre, of course,
related to the quality of those who administer that system
and to the quality of those who are part of it (secretaries,
cooks. ctc.). No less rigorous evaluation procedures should
occur, and consequently no less comprehensive personnel
systems should be developed for school personnel other than
teachers. Some believe that only when systematic evaluation
of evaluators (e.g., principals, supervisors) occurs will
teachers more readily accept accountability functions.

Total Program Evaluation

The evaluation of teachers is part of the larger efforts a
school system makes in assessment of the total program. For
example, changes in curriculum, groupings of pupils, school
plant design, and instructional wmaterials have an effect
upon and are affected by teacher evaluation.

The evaluation of professionals provides information needed
to judge effectiveness of the individual teachers aud allows
better judgments to be made about individual modifications
in training and placement. The assessment of the evaluation




W T

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

5

process gives the information needed to make judgments about
the effectiveness of that system, including how well the
systems:

e measured teacher goodness
e planned the process
o implemented the system

e trained and supervised those who are evaluating
teachers.

Even if tecacher effectiveness is measured carefully by
process and product, and even if evaluators have been
trained to observe teachers, only when the assessment of

that process is precise and systematic will teacher evalu-
ation contribute fully te the total enterprise of education.

Summary
The evaluation of teachers may serve many purposes:
e to improve teaching
e L0 rewuard superior performance

@ to supply information for modifying assignments

® to protect either the individual or the organization
in legal matters

¢ to validate the selection process

e to provide the basis for planning for individual
growth and development.

Improvement of instruction is considered by most educators
to be the most important purpose for evaluation. However,
the other purposes mentioiied above must be considered in
designing evaluation procedures.

The potential benefits of teacher evaluation are many;
however, there are possible adverse effects which the

evaluator should consider when designing evaluation plans:

& the conflict when both the function of accountability
and assistance are expected in the same evaluation

e the tendency for the teacher to be shaped by the
measurement Jevice used in the evaluation.
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Once the purposes for (he evaluation effort are established,
the subsequent move is to develop precise statements which
indicate what teacher performance and learner outcomes are
desired, i.e., what criteria will be used as standards to
evaluate teachers. 1In cetermining what behaviors and out-
comes are important in evaluating a teacher, the evaluator
should recognize that multiple criteria must be established
for each specific teaching position and these criteria must
be reviewed frequently to assess their appropriateness.

To answer the basic question of "What is important in
teaching?," these subsequent questions are in order:

® Who will decide what is important?

o How will the information be acquired for deciding what
is important?

e How will this information be gathered and analyzed?

In answering the first question, it is suggested that in a
school district, criteria decisions will be enhanced if
judgments from a jury of authorities (teachers, administra-
tors, parents, students, etc.) are pooled. Such a coopera-
tive effort gets away from one person or a biased group
making the decision and often has a positive effect on
morale. In terms of the second question, many procedures
can be used for acquiring information needed for criteria
selection. Probably the most effective means is to have
individuals conduct a position analysis for each position
so a detailed description of what is important can be
obtained. Analysis of the information obtained will be
improved if some empirical, rather than "arm-chair" method
is employed.

In planning for data acquisition and analysis, major consider-
ation must be given to the measuring instruments to be employed
since it is recognized that evaluation is highly dependent

upon measurement as a basis for information gathering.

Consequently, selecting an adequate and competent measure is
crucial, and the evaluator should consider the following
nractical restraints:

s the cost of acquiring the data

o the time it will take to gather the data

o the availability of adequate data sources

e the resistance of sources to evaluation.
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In addition, the evaluator should consider the following

questions:
e Is the instrument relevant?
o Is it reliable?
e Is it wvalid?

o Is it similar to the actual criterion performance,
i.e., what is its fidelity?

e Is it easy to administer?

The measuring instruments used for gathering data for teacher
evaluation usually can be categorized by identifying whether
the purpose of the evaluation is to assess the process of
teaching (the teacher's performance in and/or our of the
classroom) or the ouccome of teaching (the learner's develop-
ment following instructional treatment). In both categories,
measuring techniques range from systematic procedures {(e.g.,
interaction analysis systems used by a trained observer) to
non-systematic procedures (e.g., the casual observation by

a principal). In determining which procedure is best, the
evaluator should recognize that the procedure to be employed
should be directly related to the kind of information desired.

Tn both business and schools, some kind of meeting between
supervisor and employee often follows observation of the
subordinate's work. This meeting is referred to as an
evaluation conference by educators, and as a performance
appraisal interview by business personnel, Essentially,
both are used to fill the same purposes.

In holding post-observation conferences, it is recognized

that a teacher more readily accepts decisions where the major
focus is on improving rather than fault-finding. 1In terms

of the availability of the information gathered from the
observations and conferences, open personnel files and reports
to the Boards of Education tend to reduce anxieties and rumor
among those being evaluated.

Any system of evaluation of teachers should be periodically
analyzed for problems. Some evaluation problems may not
derive from the system itself, but may be due to problems
of implementation. Too often, after a system has been
developed for the evaluation of teachers, schools fail to
develop a systematic approach tc judge the effectiveness of
that system.
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In assessing the evaluation process
necessitates examination of:

» analysis of difficulties

the realism of goals

the

the

adequacy of their implementation

effectiveness of the teaching procedure.
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Chapter 5

TRENDS AND MAJOR IDEAS

Purpose This chapter presents trends and major ideas found in
practice and research on selection and evaluation of
teachers. The purpose is to re-examine the ideas collec-
ted and organize them in a way that helps to establish
their significance. The previous chapters have presented
a series of detailed ideas by relating them to sequences
of selection and evaluation activities as they occur in
practice. However, this chapter presents a different and
more global perspective of the selection and evaluation
process, examining themes which tend to unify the ideas
and discussing trends which appear to be significantly
affecting research and practice.

Major Topics Six major ideas seem to permeate hoth research and
practice in the selection and evaluation of teachers.
They are:

e systems analysis of total personnel procedures;
a consideration of relationships of selection,
evaluation, and supervision

o complexity of relationships among various aspects
of selection and evaluation; a rejection of simple
relationships as a means of explaining complex
phenomena

o management by objectives
e emphasis on self evaluation

e the product-process relationship, i.e., the
relationship of outcomes and the proceduress used
to produce them

o management of information in a systematic fashion.

Significance Why is it important to view ideas from a more global

of perspective? Basically, the advantage of such a

Perspective perspective is to provide an alternative way of looking
at ideas in order to help determine their significance.
As one becomes enmeshed in the details of particular
findings and specific procedures, he can become so
engrossed in examining the details of research reports
that he fails to raise the question of whether the
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research should have been conducted in the first place;
so interested in understanding the way an administrator
has solved one problem that he overlooks another which
should have been solved but was not.

The details must be examined, «f course, and questions
must be raised regarding what someone else has written

or said: what are the bases of the statements made; are
they knowledge or opinion; are the conclusions justified
on the basis of the evidence; how generalizable are the
results; how much redundancy is there between this state-
ment and those made by others? Also, there is the prob-
lem of determining what general conclusions may be drawn
and how they may be communicated to others.

But examination of such details leaves certain essential
questions unanswered; for example: What themes unifv the
related ideas? What trends are significantly affecting
research and practice? What major ideas represent the
essence of multitudinous activities and their underlying
motivations?

As one searches for trends and major ideas, he is affected
by his background ancd current surroundings; but he is
influenced by new information also. Where the flow of
ideas is exceptionally strong, he is forced to reconsider,
to expand his views, and to synthesize the new with the
old; he is stimulated to adopt a broader perspective.

Personnel Systems: The Relationships of
Selection, Evaluation, Supervision

In many scientific areas, the development of knowledge has
proceeded by subdividing large areas of investigaticun,
studying the smaller units intensively, and then synthe-
sizing the findings from individual investigations. This
approach has developed specialists who have vested inter-
ests in particular small areas of investigation and has
created a situation in which it may tecome difficult to
determine the relationship of the special areas to the
larger scientific area.

In a similar fashion, administrative practices in large
organizations tend to subdivide labor and create special-
ists with narrow views of the total organization's
operation. As time passes, subunits carry out rituals
that may contribute very little to the other subunits or
to the productivity of the organization, Systems analysis




procedures have helped to correct some of these problems
by emphasizing the need to understand fully, through an

examination of the total system, how the organizational

subunits function.

|_f'> CONCLUSION

The systems analysis approach has affected
the examination of school personnel systems
and has precipitated discussions of the
relationships among the functions of selec-
tion, evaluation, and supervision and in-
service training. (practice: education)

The systems approach is particularly significant when one
understands that the results of an excellent selection
process can be nullified by poor supervisory treatment or
ineffective inservice training programs. Also, if the
evaluation process is inadequate, one might never know
how effective the selection process was or what type of
supervision or inservice training should be used.

c> SUGGESTION

Sehool districts should perceive selection
and evaluation procedures as part of a total
personnel system which also includes super-
vision. (viewpoint: research team)

Relation- Figure 5.1 illustrates the relationships of these three
ships components of the personnel system, It will be noted
that the selection process is preceded by recruitment,
or the development of an adequate applicant pool. Once
an individual has been employed, he is given an assignment,
with certain tasks to perform; the assignment also in-
cludes supervision, inservice training and evaluation.
In Figure 5.1, the arrow from "select in" to "supervision
and inservice training" indicates that, at the time of
selection, a recommendation might be made that the
person receive a particular type of supervisory assistance
or be enrolled in a special inservice course.

Within the "assignment," information fiom "evaluation"
flows in three directions: to '"supervision," indicating
that evaluative information can assist in changing the
nature of a person's assignment or his supervisory

R
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treatment; to the "select in" box, indicating that
evaluation provides a basis for assessing the effec-
tiveness of the selection process; and to the "select
out" box, indicating that some individuals will be
released from their assignment on the basis of evalua-
tion. When a person is released, an exit interview is
conducted to acquire information which will be used to
improve the selection, evaluation and/or supervision
functions.

Figure 5.1, by illustrating the relationship among the
three major functions of personnel, shows how the total
personnel system can be analyzed for flow of information
and for elements of the system which might cause errors.
One may aiso examine the system from a decisigg and
research viewpoint.

Based on decision theory, one might examine a situation
from the viewpoint illustrated in Figure 5.2. A situa-
tion exists and the decisicn maker asks a question
regarding what is likely to happen in that situation.
After action has been taken, the decision maker is then
able to ask another question, viz., "what did happen?"

Action

Figure 5.2, A Simple Decision Situation .

This simplified diagram illustrates the points at which
the decision maker asked two questions, but what is the
function of the questions? When the decision maker asks
what is likely to happen (Step 2), he is really trying to
make a prediction on the basis of the information avail-
able. When he asks what did happen (Step 4) he is evalu-
ating the consequences of his action. Figure 5.2 can be
modified to indicate the nature of decisions at Steps 2
and 4 by naming the types of question being asked. (See
Figure 5.3.)




Situation , What
Action
exists RID happep?
Predict Evaluate

Figure 5,3, Two Types of Administrative Decisions:
Prediction ancd Evaluation.

The But predictions and evaluations can not be made without
Research information. A person has two choices regarding how he
Function will make decisions: (a) he can make decisions (either

predictions or evaluations) solely on the basis of infor-
mation available at the time the decision needs to be
made, or (b) he can systematically collect further infor-
mation to make these decisions., If he chooses the latter
option, he performs a research function. Figure 5.3 can
be modified once more to indicate at which points the
research function is performed,

Situation Action
exists ?
Research to Predict Research to Evaluate

& decide

Figure 5.4. The Contribution of Research
to Administrative Decisions.,

At Step 4, we have added "decide." This shows that the
decision maker evaluated what did happen and then
decided what action to take. We can now draw Figure 5.5
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which summarizes selection and evaluation procedures from
a decision making viewpoint.

Selection
Decisions

Figure 5.5,

® Action

Conduct 5

research to

evaluate &
decide

Fvaluation
Decisions

to Making Selection and Evaluation Decisions.

An Illustration of How Research Contributes
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::> SUGGESTIONS

The following suggestions are made on the bacic
of analysis of Figure 5.5,

e For a personnel system to funetion
effectively, research should be an
integral part of the system.

o Research should be conducted for two
reasons at two different times: to pre-
dict consequences for selection deeisions,
and to evaluate results of actions so that
evaluation decisions may be made.

® FResearch to evaluate actions should be
conducted concurrently with the action
taken rather than on a post hoc bastis.

(viewpoint: research staff) ){

Complexity of Relationships

Simple For some time, research on teacher effectiveness was

Model conducted on the basis of a relatively simple model,
consisting of a single measure of teacher effectiveness
(a criterion) and its relation to a group of potential
correlates (predictors). Figure 5.6 illustrates this

model.
Measures Prior to |g— —® Measure of Teacher
Teaching Effectiveness
(Predictors) Correlation (Criterion) ?i
Indicates g
Relationship
e.g., Grades in e.g., Ratings by
College; Ratings in Principal; Peer
Student Teaching; Ratings; Student
Attitude toward Achievement,
Teaching,

Figure 5.6. A Simple Model for Conducting
Research on Teacher Effectivemness.
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Many times the criterion consisted of a rating by a
principal or supervisor, although ratings by students
or peers and measures of gain in subject mastery were
also used. The object seemed to be to determine ''What
makes a good teacher?" The assumption was that some
universally acceptable criterion of teacher effective-
ness was available and, therefore, could be predicted
and controlled.

This view also permeated practices in the profession,
and many administrators were unwilling to consider how
the unique behaviors of teachers related to specific
teaching situations. <Consequently, these administrators
chose teachers on the basis of characteristics they
considered important for all positions, resisting trans-
fer of an unsuccessful teacher to a new situation on the
grounds that a good teacher could do a good job regard-
less of assignment. Some teachers can; however, not

all do.

|::> CONCLUSTION

Teachers behave differently in some
stituations than in others and a given
set of teacher behaviors will affect
one group of students differently from
another group; therefore, a teacher may
exhibit more effective behavior in one
eituation than in another. (research:
Gage, 1963; Flanders, 1969)

Recent Recent research and practice indicate that the

Approaches significance of situations to teacher behavior and
the effect of different teacher behavior on students
has been recognized. Consequently, current models
used to study and explain classroom learning are more
complex (and more realistic) than prior models. The
newer approaches take into consideration more aspects
of the situation and of teacher behavior in attempting
to explain why students learn as they doj; they have
abandoned a search for teacher behavior which "works"
in all situations for teacher behavior which appears
to be productive in similar situations.

Current emphases in r=search have precipitated study
and discussion of the following:

e use of several measures of teacher effectiveness
rather than a single overall indicator
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e relationships among these various measures of
teacher cffectiveness

e improvements in the judgment process used in
evaluation

¢ satisfaction of pupils, teachers, or adminis-
trators as measures of teacher effectiveness

e relative stability and reliability of data
regarding behavior and characteristics of
teachers.

Within the framework of selection research, the new models
have discouraged the attempt to answer scientifically the
question of what is ultimately desirable in teacher
behavior. Rather, the present models are based on the
idea that it should be possible to study the relationship
between particular teacher actions and the results of
these actions when people in the organization have
particular values.

A formal examination of the decision process, as it
relates to selection, forces attention toward the prob-
lem of rigorously identifying what it is that determines
people's choices. Some selection personnel behave as if
they have solved this problem by making their process
somewhat less formal. A moment's reflection will surely
indicate that such is not the case--probably they have
repressed the problem rather than solved it. Their
ostrich-like behavior allows the question of '"What will
be our basis for choice?" to re-emerge every time new
information is obtained or new applicants apply. Selec-
tion personnel must have some basic means to match person
and position. A lack of specific correlations between
measures available prior to teaching and measures of
teacher effectiveness (i.e., validity coefficients) for
their specific situation should not cause personnel
people to take evasive action, however.
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¢ SUGGESTIONS

Local school systems should not ignore the
problem of specifying bases for selection
choices. Districts may beoinby specifying

e necessary teacher behaviors
e desirable teacher behaviors

¢ outcomes expected to be precipitated
by these behaviors

The information specified can become the
basis for later evaluation of the selection
decision., (viewpoint: research staff)

As nzcessary and desirable teacher behaviors are
identified, care should be taken to insure that they
revresent the types of behavior that can be and have
been observed in specific situations. They should
not represent general after-the-{act impressions of
an event, as such observations are notoriously
untrustworthy and are likely to establish criteria
that are biased in favor of factors such as general
appearance, manner, and personal likeableness.*

*Thorndike (1949) gives an example of a relationship
between likeableness rating and overall rating of
effectiveness in the U, S, Air Force. Although likeable-
ness was explicitly rated low in importance, it corre-
lated very highly with overall rating--indicating an
implicit importance to the raters. This implicit

: importance probably resulted because no formal strategy
required pooling of ratings in a specified manner that
would have prevented the overall impression from unduly
influencing the specific observations.
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‘lanagement by Objectives

The tremendous appeal to businessmen of the "management

by objectives'* concept has been transmitted to school
leaders. The basis of the appeal is simple: the con-
cept offers the possibility of greater accomplishment

and higher employee morale.

The concept consists of two basic assumptions:
e The clearer the idea one has of what he is
trving to accomplish, the greater the chances

of success.

e Progress can be measured only in terms of
one's goals,**

From these two ideas, a variety of practices has developed,

most of them variations of the following steps:
e setting objectives in terms of expected results
e working toward these objectives
e reviewing progress toward the obhjectives.

The flow diagram in Figure 5.7 is one illustration of

steps that might be followed in a "management by objec-
tives" procedure.

*The term was first used by Drucker in Practice of
Management, 1954, See also Odiorne's work (1965)
and that of the National Industrial Conference Board
(1968).

**Although two terms, goals and objectives, are used
almost synonymously in this presentation, it is recog-
nized that many writers use the term '"objective" onlyv
when referring to behaviorally or operationally defined
outcomes, reserving the term ''goal" for more global
outcomes,
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1 2 3
E}'camlnt.a —— Set goals | » Take
situation action
(start again) 41
4
Examine
results

o

Devise Continue
corrections as planned

Figure 5.7. Diagram of '"Management by
Objectives”" Procedures.
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Usually Steps 1 (examining the situation) and 2
(goal setting) are performed at more than one
level in an organization. For example, in a
school district, the

school board

and the {E,

superintendent
of schools

transmit information
regarding policy, a
general view of the
future, and the goals
of the total school
district to

principals
so they have a meaning-
ful context within which
to formulate appropriate
school building goals
with a
faculty.,
The school building
goals then become a
basis for
individual
teachers

to set specific objec-
tives for teaching in
cooperation with
principals.

Generally, the system of management by objectives
can be described as a

process whereby the superior and subordi-
nate managers of an organization jointly
identify its common goals, define each
individual's major areas of responsibil-
ity in terms of the results expected of
him, and use these measures as guides

for operating the unit and assessing the
contributions of each of its members.
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Suggestion

(Odiorne, 1965:56). Because of the nature of manage-
ment by objectives, the concept is often linked with

the term "accountability.'" 1Individuals are "accountable"
for their contribution to the accomplishment of certain
outcomes. The responsibility of individuals in the
organization is not only to superiors, howevers.

SUGGESTION

It is the subordinate's responsibility to
determine what resources will be needed

to meet the agreed-upon goals and to inform
his supervisor what they are; it is the
supervisor's responsibility to see that

these needed resources are made available.
Fach has a role to play in seeing that the
subordinate's goals are achieved. (practice:
industry)

In a school district, the individual teacher might
draft his own proposed objectives, but within a
context tending to keep his proposals consistent
with the needs of the total organization. Approval
of individual proposals by the principal keeps the
objectives of the teachers tied into the mainstream
of the system.

Each teacher would then be evaluated in terms of
whether he meets the objectives he has set. Although
the individualized aspect of the evaluation would
require less structure than systematic analysis of
classroom procedures, establishment of checkpoints
where results would be measured and discussed would
tend to facilitate a more continuous evaluation
process.

If it is desired to use management by objectives
procedures, the following points should be con-
sidered:

@ Agreement on goals should be reached at
linkage points in the organization (e.g.,
between the superintendent and principals,
or principals and teachers), since commit~
ment to goals is essential to make the
concept work.

e Each person should understand the plan,
know for which part he is responsible,
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what results are expected, and how and
when these results will be measured,

e The manner in which management by objec-
tives procedures are initiated and used
(e.g., in autocratic fashion or not)
varies with organizations and affects
morale and acceptance of the plan by
employees.

Emphasis on Self Evaluation

Whereas the management by objectives system has been
developed because of a concern for managerial con-
trol mechanisms based on agreed-upon goals, the
emphasis on self evaluation has a different motiva-
tional base. First, there is a reasonable
assumption that teacher behavior changes most
readily when a teacher is provided objective data
regarding his own teaching. Since raw data are
perceived by the teacher as "more objective' than
data which have been analyzed and/or interpreted

by an outsider, self evaluation begins with an
audio or video tape recording of teaching behavior
to be analyzed by the teacher himself. The teacher
is then helped to develop ways to code and analyze
the recorded behavior for the purpose of making
judgments regarding its utility.

Second, the teacher's analysis helps to reduce the

natural conflict that is often encountered when an
outsider makes judgments about teacher behavior.
Since the supervisor is placed in the role of a
resource person to provide assistance in developing
coding and analysis skills, he is no longer per-
ceived as a threat to the teacher.

CONCLUSION

The common goal of the supervisor/principal
and teacher in self evaluation is to provide
a teacher the opportunity to improve his
teaching skills by observivg his own behavior
in a threat-free atmosphere. (position)

The third base for self evaluation concerns the role
of the teacher as a professional and whether he should
be autonomous with regard to his own improvement., In
effect, there is an expressed desire on the part of
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the teacher to he the determiner of whether process
goals were met and to decide on appropriate action

to be taken. Examined in the light of Figure 5.7
(repeated from the preceding section), there is a
desire for the teacher to be independent of outside
supervision during steps 4, 5, and 6. Self evaluation
tends of emphasize the analysis of procedures at Step 4
rather than the outcomes of the procedures.,

Other
Procedures

Student
Feedback

ERIC
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1 2 3
D i Take ,
Examlm? —m» Set goals |— i
situation - action
Y
4
Examine
results

Results

Devise atisfacto

corrections

Figure 5.7. Diagram of '"Management by
Objectives" Procedures.

Self evaluation can deviate from the description given
thus far, however, Films or audio recordings can be used
cooperatively with principals or with other teachers for
the purpose of gaining insights into the meaning of
teacher behavior and student responses in classrooms.

In fact, self evaluation can evolve from regular external
evaluations, where the external evaluator is adept enough
to encourage and stimulate continuous self examination by
his day-to-day contacts as well as his formal evaluations.

r_::> SUGGEST ION

External evaluation of teachers should
encourage self evaluation procedures and
the continual diagnosis of individual
teacher behavior. (practice: schools)

Similarly, structured or informal feedback from students
can provide information that helps teachers to see how
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Histom

Lhe i bobowvior wight be changed (Gage, 19633 Merlino,
1965), In fact, feedback from students is one source
of Informaticn that offecs great potential for teachers
in the scelf evaluation process.

Feedback from students is:

v vrelatively ecasy to acquire

w generally relrable

o las tace validity
Although some rescarch hus been done in this area (and
some teachers use student feedback frequently) very
little has becn Jdone to train students to be more sophi.-
ticated observers in order to provide more complex data

for teachers.

SUGGESTTON

VG GRS S DO P P R U PO

!

Tewchers should e encouraged to acquire
Feadback from scudents as a regular part

of self cvalu.tion procedures. (practice:
schools)

e ]

Product-Process Relationship

The recent emphasis on accountability has tended to focus
attention on the "product," i.e., evidences of student
learning. However, the emphasis on accountability was
preceded by a considerable period when most research
stressed investigation of procedures used in the class-
room, and more recently, self evaluation of classroom
interaction. Therefore, it is natural to consider evalua-
tion of both the products of teaching and the procedures
used to effect these outcomes in specific situations,
Some districts are beginning to design systems to study
both procedures and outcomes, believing that measurements
of both are necessary to modify classroom instruction in
any systematic and meaningful way.
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An Analogy The system for establishing a product-process relation-
ship in a specific situation can be easily understood by
means of an analogy. Suppose a person decided that he
is 15 pounds overweight and would like to remedy the
problem. He decides that the cause of his problem is
poor eating habits. He sets a goal of losing 15 pounds
in 15 weeks and a short-range goal of five pounds in
five weeks., His method for losing weight will be to
reduce his morning and evening meals and to eliminate
snacks which have more than a small number of calories.
An analysis of the problem might be as follows:

Problem: overweight by 15 pounds
Short-range goal: lose 5 pounds in 5 weeks
Long-range goal: lose 15 pounds in 15 weeks
Subsidiary goal: modify eating habits
Method: breakfast: reduce by 1/3 to 1/2
lunch: no change
dinner: reduce by 1/3 to 1/2
snacks: raw vegetables or
fruit, diet drinks
Control: Weigh weekly and record on

chart, 1If behind schedule or
if no loss in three consecutive
weeks, modify method by either
reducing intake or increasing
exercise,

This person now has a way to determine whether a particu-
lar method will produce certain results--for him, in his
situation.

If results are not as planned, he must raise certain
questions: (a) were the goals reasonable or did he try
to lose too much too fast? (b) were the procedures
implemented as planned? (Or did he sneak some extra
snacks and fail to cut down at his evening meals?)

If the goals still seem reasonable and if the procedures
were properly implemented, then on the basis of the
relationship between the process and the outcomes he is
forced to conclude that the procedure did not work--for
him, in his situation. ©Note that he does not generalize
the value of his method for other people; his conclusion,
based on the data collected regarding a product-process

-, relationship, applies only to his own case. He can now
take appropriate action based on a predetermined strategy
for his particular situation.
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cb» CONCLUSTON

dnalysis of product-process reclationship
allows conelusions to be reached regarding
the offectivencss of procedures in speeific
sttuations. (vievpoint: research staff)

Flow of Figure 5.8 shows a generalized network for personnel

Activities evaluation of the product-process relationship in a
specific school situation. Steps 4 - 7 (results) are
probably the only steps which need any elaboration.

Step 6 indicates that the results of the action taken
are examined in terms of both product and process.
This is important since often one of the results is
ignored. The product is measured following the action
taken (Step 4) but Step 5 indicates that the process
is observed concurrently with the action taken.

£ CONCLUSION

Output and procedural goals are more likely
to be understood and accomplished when they
are developed cooperatively by the teacher
ani prineipal (or supervisor) and are written
in spectfic terms. (viewpoint: research
staff)

It hardly seems necessary to emphasize that, in the field
of edrcation, measurement of both product and process
requires consid2vable development of measurement pro-
cedures and record keeping systems.
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PREPARATION OPERATION POST-OPERATION ANALYSTS

1. Set Goals 4, Take 6. Product,
. Establish :> Action i ) Process
Procedures 5. Observe
L______,m_“_]AJ___________

[5%]

Acti
3. Plan, Practice ron

POST-OPERATION DECISIONS

Conclude:12
Procedure
Must be
Changed

10
Goals

Reasonablg
?

rocedures
gpiemented

13

Estatlish
Controls for
Implementa-
tion

1 Figure 5.8. Personnel EvAluation: Product-
Process Network.
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At Step 7, the question of whether the results are
satisfactory is asked; e.g., in tne case of our over-
weight dieter, this is analogous to asking whether the
desired amount of weight has been lost. Note that three
possible sources of difficulty can be identified if the
goals have not been met:

o the goals themselves
e the procedures, and/or

e their implementation.

If a combination of these items is causing the proolem,
a solution will be difficult unless possible causes are
eliminated by systematically changing one of the items

and recycling through the process.

Two additional features of the network are important.
First, the conclusions are based on data collected in
a gpecific situation; there is no attempt or need to
generalize to another situatiorn. Second, the duration
of the cycle can be short, and a short cycle helps to
correct problems quickly.

CONCLUSION

A personnel evaluation system for analyzing
the rrodvet-process relationship allows one
to:

e determine whether a particular teaching
method produces results in a specific
situation

i e determine whether poor results are due
to inappropriate goals, poor implemen-
tation, and/or an ineffective procedure

o recycle events quickly to remedy problems.

(viewpoint: research staff)
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Management of Information

Significance An analysis of selection and evaluation of teachers

Purpose

ERIC
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indicates that both require the making of many decisions:
selection requires choices among applicants and a
determination of when to make offers; evaluation
requires that actions be taken to improve supervision

and in-service training, to modify assignments, and to
change selection procedures. In order to make these
important decisions, it is necessary to manage infor-
mation efiiciently. The management of information
includes:

e acquisition

e processing (i.e., storage, consolidation,
retrieval, display)

e analysis and interpretation.

::> CONCLUSION

T.e quality of teacher selection and evaluation
decisior.s depends ov the way in which infor-
mation ssed <n the decision process is managed.
(viewpo.nt: research staff)

then, is to determine whether established procedures
facilitate the making of decisions in an efficient

L
|
\
|
|
.. . .
The purpose of examining the management of information,
mann«r. Three outcomes are desirable:

¢ good decisions
® quick decisions

° economy.

Lecause of differences in size of operation and availa-
bility of funds and personnel, various ways of managing
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Problem
Arecas:
Selection

208

information have been developed and found acceptable for
particular situations.

However, certain problems are inherent in managing
information in the selection and evaluation of teachers,
and should be considered before modifying procedures.
For example, in examining the selection process, the
following are often major problem areas:

Acquisition of information. At least two trouble spots
may occur in the acquisition of information.

First, there is the problem of reliability, and this
pertains to most of the information acquired. Since

a considerable portion of the information is acquired
through self-report devices (such as application forms
and placement office forms), recommendations, and
interviews, the concern for reliability is well founded.
The most common procedures used to increase reliability
of information are:

e cross-checking information from written documents
for discrepancies

e asking references to respond to specific questions
and comparing information from several references

e uaking telephone calls to references to probe and
to verify information

® training interviewers to acquire specific
information.

Second, there is the problem of obtaining too much infor-

mation. This may seem innocent enough. However, when
combined with other problem areas, e.g., display of *he
information, it can function as an information overload
and affect the effectiveness of decisions. (Bolton,
~9€7, p. 340)




|;;> SUGGESTION

Only information which will be used in the
teacher selection decision should be ineluded
on application forms or placement office
credentials, Any information, which may be
useful once a person is employed, should be
acquired after employment, (viewpoint:
research staff)

Consolidation of information., When information is
acquired from a variety of sources, e.g., letters of
recommendation, the interview, evidence of extraclass
activities, it sometimes is difficult to manage all of
the bits of information. Consequently, it is beneficial
to consolidate some of the information in order to deal
with it effectively.

For example, perhaps an applicant has had wmultiple
experiences in working with small children (information
obtained from application form); has a recommendation
from a student teaching supervisor which indicates that
children seek him out when they have difficulties and
that he shows consideration for their problems; and
indicated in an interview that his primary motivation for
teaching is to help all children to develop and solve
problems which they face—whether the problems be personal
or academic., These three bits of information may be
related and best handled by combining them into a measure
of the person's consideration of children, or an empathy
factor. Where possible, one should look for ways to con-
solidate information in such a manner that it can be
related to the selection decision.

Display of information. When information to be retyped
by a person making a selection decision is displayed in a
disorganized fashion on multiple written documents, its
significance may be difficult to perceive. Therefore, it
is recommended that local districts develop single
summary documents which display information considered
important to the selection decision. Since the importance
of information acquired from various sources will differ
from district to district, it will be necessary for each
1 district to develop its own strategy for transfer of
information to a summary document; however, when the
summary document has been devised, more discriminating
and reliable decisions are likely to result,
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Retrieval of information. Retrieval of information
acquiredﬁfegarding applicants is most important when
specialized skills are belng sought., For example,
suppose that there are three vacancles in a large high
school English department. Suppose further that it would
be beneficial if at least one of the three new teachers
has some background in speech and the dramatic arts., If
there are a large number of applicants, the retrieval

of information regarding course work and extraclass
activities pertinent to speech and drama may become
rather complex, Unless such problems are planned for,
the system which 1s designed will not reduce the time
lag or cost in retrieving information.

Problem In managing information regarding the evaluation of
Spots: teachers, the following are major problem spots which
Evaluation should be examined. J

Acquisition of information. The problem here is similar
to that faced in selecting teachers, in that one is con-
cerned with reliability of the information. Whether
collecting information regarding an outcome such as the
learning of pupils (a product) or the behavior of a
teacher (a process), reliability 1is a formidable problem
which is recognized by both practitioner and research
personnel, Reliability can be increased by:

e specifying precisely the information that is
needed

e using professional assistance in designing
ways to acquire the information (or to design 1
measuring devices)

@ training personnel to use well-developed
observation procedures,

Interpretation of information., Regardless of how reliably
information is acquired, if it is misinterpreted it has
been mismanaged. Interpretation has to do with the mean-
ing attached to information, and meaning of information
regarding the evaluation of teachers is generally deter-
mined by comparing relative amounts of behaviors,
products, or activities,

For example, if Flanders' Interaction Analysis technique
is used to measure or describe verbal behavior in the
classroom, the first action of the observer is to record
the verbal behaviors in terms of categories. The sequence

i~
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of behaviors is then plotted on a 10x10 grid which helps
to cluster those behaviors which were the same; this is
an analysis phase.

When one tallies the frequencies of behaviors and makes
comparisons among categories, or compares the percentage
of the time spent in teacher talk with the percentage of
time spent in student talk, he is then interpreting the
information. The point to be made here is that inter-
pretation is the attachment of meaning to information
following reliable acquisition (or measurement) and
analysis of the information.

|:> CONCLUSION

Where the information to be used for evaluation
of teachers has been unreliably acquired or
inadequately analyzed, it is to be expected
that conclusions reached in the interpretation
will be faulty. (viewpoint: research staff)

It seems relatively clear that proper interpretation of
information will be facilitated by:

e reliable acquisition or measurement of events,
products, and behavior

e analysis which clusters information into cate-
gories which are considered to be important

e a display of data which allows compzrisons to
be made easily

e comparison of views by the teacher and evaluator
to determine how the context affects the meaning
of the information.

Transmission of information. The manner in which
information on evaluation is transmitted to teachers,
to central office administration, and to boards of edu-
cation can have a tremendous impact on how teachers
react to the total evaluation process.
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ci) CONCLUSION

Where real ecnsideration is shown for teacher:
and where they are presented information which
18 helpful to them, there is evidence that they
welcome the evaluation process. (research:
Rose)

However, teachers tend to respond negatively to
o fault finding without suggestions for remedy

e categorizations (good, average, ...) which provide
little diagnostic assistance

@ generalities which appear to have little factual
basis

o reports made in secrecy

e reports made without clear contributions to
organizational goals.

Retrieval of iuformation. The problems involved in the
retrieval of information acquired in the evaluation of
teachers are primarily related to:

e Jlong-range planning and determination of teacher
needs

e specizl assignments tO teachers

@ promotions

e design of inservice training programs.
Where information regarding teachers is not stored in
such a way that it can be readily retrieved, any tasks
involving these functions may encounter delavs, costs

for re-acquisition, and lowered morale on the part of
administration of teachers.

oo
oo
i




ErLA A

;:> CONCLUSION

Where possible, the design of systems for
managing information acquired in the selection
of teachers should antiecipate the many needs
for such wmformation and design an adequate
way to store and retrieve the information to
serve those needs. (viewpoint: research

staff)
Recommenda- As officials in sch 7l systems become involved in
tions designing ways to manage information for the selection

and evaluation of teachers, the following recommendations
should be considered:

1., Design the system for managing information in terms
of:

® purposes to be served
e availability of funds, equipment, personnel
o magnitude of information to be handled.

It seems rather obvious that a small school district
would have different funds, purposes, and amount of
information to be processed than would a large
district, and such factors will partially determine
the type of system designed.

2. Plan a comprehensive system for managing information,
and install it in phases if necessary. TFor example,
it may be that a district has initial needs for bio-
graphical information on the teachers in the system,
anticipates a need for evaluation data at a later
point for long-range planning, and eventually will
desire rather comprehensive information on appli-
cants for new positions, If the system is designed
with the total needs in mind, the total implementa-
tion may be shorter than if the system is periodically
disrupted because of inadequate initial plaaning.

3. Consider incorporating the following in a system:
e forms and written records

e visible card systems
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e tvpes of folders to use

o manual card sort equipment (which uses
holes around the outside of cards and
metal rods, or a light source which
performs the same function as the rods)

e data-processing cards, tapes, computer

e tochnical help

o clerical help

Summary

Summarized in this chapter are six major trends or ideas:

1.

Examination, by a systems analysis approach, of
the functional relationships among selection,
evaluation, and supervision of teachers prevents
isolation of any one function,

The current complex models of selection and
evaluation of teachers, incorporating criteria
that are multiple, dynamic, and specific to the
situation are more realistic and useful than
prior models.

"Management by objectives'" can clarify organi-
zational goals and show how these goals can be
subdivided for action by work units and indivi-
duals. Accountability is facilitated by these
procedures,

External evaluation can stimulate self evaluation,
which leads to more continual diagnosis of
individual behavior.

Concurrent analysis of the results of product and
process in a specific situation can be used to
obtain feedback for correction of individual
problems,

The manner in which information is managed, i.e.,
the information acquisition, data processing, and
analysis and interpretation will affect the quality
of decisions made in the selection and evaluation
of teachers.

L R B




216

Obviously, these general trends or 1ldeas are inter-
related; incorporation of all six in a personnel
system 1s not only possible but desirable,

e
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Appendix 1.1

Effect of "Halo Effect" on Correlations
with Predictor Variables.

Suppose one had a group of 12 teachers whose I1.Q.'s ranged from 100

to 140. Suppose further that he wanted to know whether this variable
(intelligence as measured by the test which provided the I.Q. scores)
predicted teaching success. If a measure of teaching success were
available, it would be relatively simple to compute a correlation
coefficient. Suppose it were decided to use the principal's judgment

of teacher effectiveness, as measured on a five point scale ranging

from poor (1) to excellent (5). Let us further suppose that this

principal allowed a general "halo effect" to influence his judgment

and cause him to rate all of the teachers '"5". The data for this
situation could be arranged in tabular form as shown below for use

in the correlation formula provided below the table.

Table Al.1l

Fictitious Data for Computing Correlation
between I.Q. and Teaching Success.

s

Teacher 1.Q. X) Success (Y) XY
1 100 5 500 or 5(100)
2 105 5 525 or 5(105)
3 110 5 550 or 5(110)
4 115 5 575 or 5(115)
5 120 5 600 or 5(120)
6 120 5 600 or 5(120)
7 125 5 625 or 5(125)
8 125 5 625 or 5(125)
9 130 5 650 or 5(130)
10 130 5 650 or 5(130)
11 135 5 675 or 5(135)
_l2 140 5 700 or 5(140)
n =12 IX = 1455 IY = 60 XY = 7275 5(1455)
5X
nZXY - IXIY
Correlation coefficient, r =
Xy / [nIx2 - (3X)2] [nI¥2 - (1Y2]

Examine the numerator for the formula. Since nIXY reduces to 5nIX,
and since IXIY reduces to 5nZX (since LY reduces to 5n), the value
of the numerator is 5nIX - 5nIX = 0. Since the numerator of the

formula is zero, the correlation coefficient is zero.
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It will be noted that this occured when the one measure was a constiant
of 5. Regardless of what that constant (k) was, the correlation would
have been zero (since the numerator would then have become knizX minus

kn.X). This means that any time either of the variables in a correla-

228

tion coefficient approaches a constant, the correlation itself will
approach zero. This explains the difficulty of obtaining significant
correlations where errors of either halo effects or errors of central
tendency occur.
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Appendix 1.2

An Analysis of Authentic and Phony Communication
as it May Relate to Open Teacher Personnel Files

What are the issues regarding open files and reports regarding teachers?
Mostly they concern the authenticity of communications to teachers and
about teachers. Suppose we consider two forms of communication, writ-
ten and oral, and two degrees of authenticity, phony and authentic.

(It is agreed that the dichotomy of the authenticity is forced and

that authenticity is continuous, but the division into two parts

serves the purpose of anaiysis and the conclusions are not distorted
because of it.) Consider further that information could either be
negative or positive (i.e., in an evaluative sense, it could either

be bad or good).

The different categories of information to be communicated could be
classified as in Table

Before examining the cells of "Table Al. 2, let us assume that the oral
communication regarding the teacher's behavior is in direct face-to-
face conversation between the teacher and the evaluator. Further, let
us assume that the written communication is without the knowledge of
the teacher, i.e., written repocrts are not open to the inspection of
the teacher. All communication is from the evaluator.

Table Al. 2

A Classification of Different Types of Information
to be Communicated to Teachers.

Written Communication

Phony Authentic
neg. pos. neg. pos.
negative 1 2 5 6
Phony
positive 3 4 7 8
Oral
Communication
negative 9 10 13 14
Authentic
positive 11 12 15 16
Let us now examine the cells of Table Al. 2 For example, Cell 1

indicates that the oral communication to the teacher is phony and
negative, while the written communication to the central office is
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also phonv and negative.,  What would the results of such communicat ion
most bikeiw be? The phony and negative oral communication would mos
Fikely precipitate undesirable reactions on the part of the teacher,
(vince the intormation is phony, we could presume that the behavior

is actually desirable) while the phony written communication would he
tnethical,

Table A1, 3 presents an analysis of the likely results of varions
tvpes ol communication to the teacher and the central office.
Table Al. 3

An Analvsis of the Likely Results of Various Types
of Communication to Teachers

Gell Likely Results Cell Likely Resultsg
1 mdesirable, unethical 9 non-existent
2 non-existent 10 illogical, self~-destructive
3 non-existent 11 illogical, destroys teacher
4 evades issues 12 non-existent
5 non-existent 13 realistic
0O illogical, destroys teacher 14  non-existent
7 evades lssucs, dishonest 15 non-existent
8 non-cxistent 16 realistic, motivating
Prom the analysis in Table Al. 3, it appears that the following

conclucions can be made regarding evaluation information, open oral
comnunication to the teacher, and closed written communication to the
central office.

a. When both the oral and written communication are positive,
then the results are likely either:

e to be realistic and motivating, or
e to evade issues.

b. Vhen both communications are negative, then results are
either:

® realistic, or
o unethical.

. When one communication is positive and another is negative,
then results either:

o are illogical,

¢ are destructive to teachers,
230
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e are self-destructive (to the evalua’or),
® are dishonest, and/or
® evade issves.

The only two cells which offer promise for precipitating beneficial
results are Cells 13 and 16, where both types of communication are
authentiz. Since the only types of communication with teachers or
about teachers which are likely to precipitate beneficial results

are those which are authentic in both written and oral forms, it seems
reascnable to conclude that open personnel files (containing authentic
information) would not be harmful to anyone concerned. Since open
files do tend to reduce rumor and anxiety among teachers, it should

be recommended that all written formal evaluations of teachers be open
to examination by teachers.

-
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APPENDIX 2.1

Teacher Selection and EFvaluation
Questionnaire

Deav Respundent:

This questionnaire has been designed so that you might respond te it
quickly and so that we might analyze the results and retorn them to
vou, We are particularly interested in recent practices oy procedurcs
which vou have found useful. Also, we are interested in any research
that you have conducted on your selection and evaluation procedures.

Since our sample is relatively small and our project is on a tight
schedule, it is important to us that the questions be completed
arcurately and promptly. We will appreciate it if you return this
by February 5 in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.

Thank you for vour consideration and time in completing this
questionnaire.

Sincerely,

Dale L. Bolton
Principal Investigator

L T T T o R A e R I v L
R W TR AW IR

name and Title of Respondont

Hame of Super-
School System _ intendent

City State Zip Code

Check the enrollment group category of the school system:

100,700 or more __ 1 16,000 to 24,999 4
50,000 to 99,929 2 10,000 to 15,999 5
25,000 to 49,000 3 less than 10,000 6

l Piease return this questionnaire to:

f Selaciion and Evaluation of Teachers 11-4500
. 309 Miller Hall, College of Education

University of Washington
Seattle, Washington 98105
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A.

‘B,

*INSTRUCTIONS FOR SECTION I:

SECTION I: SELECTION OF TEACHERS

Please indicate all individuals who are
normally involved with a particular
activity by marking one or more of the
circles per line.

Please relate the positions and titles on
the right to equivalent ones in your
school system. For example, what we have
labeled "supervisor'" may have such titles
as director, helping ~eacher, coordinator,
etc, in your district. J

IA, DEVELOPMENT OF CRITERIA FOR

SELECTION OF TEACHERS
1. develops complete job description(s).

2. identifies teacher behaviors to be sought

3. determines information used to predict
future teacher behaviors

4. other

IB., RECRUITING

5. determines employment needs .
6. describes the vacancies
7. sends notification of wvacancies .

8. develops recruitment brochure or other
materials .

9. plans recruitment program .
10. conducts recruitment program.

11. makes contact with teacher placement offices
and other employment agencies .

12, makes informal personal contact with potential
candidates.

13. other

INFORMATION REGARDING APPLICANTS
14. acquires information from application, tests,
credentials, other documents.

15. conducts interview(s)

16. processes and analyzes information.

17. other

Other
(Specify)
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Section I: Selection of Teachers (continued) 3

ID. STRATEGTES AND DECLSTIONS
18. determines relative importance oi each
item of informat.on collected

19. decides to collect more information .

20. assigns applicants overall rating

21. determines rank ordering of applicant pool
(or a portion of it)

22. decides to reject applicant (s).

23. decides to delay decision re empleoyment

24. decides to offer contract

25. officially decides to employ.

26. sends contract

27. sends notification of vacancies filled to all
applicants.

28. sends notification of vacancies filled to
employment agencies .

29, other

[E. CONTROLS
30. checks reliability and validity of
information collected

31. makes analysis of sources of potential errors
in the selection process.

32. conducts formal training sessions for people
involved in selection of teachers

f 33. other
‘ IF. OTHER ACTIVITY (specify)

34.
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that you have adopted during the last five years. (Please enclose any materials

Section I: Selection of Teachers (continued) 4
OTHER ACTIVITY, con't.

35. With relation to the selection of teachers, please describe any new procedures

- that are used with these procedures.)

|

36. Please describ~ any revisions you anticipate in your procedures for selec*ion
of teachers. (Enclose any pertinent materials that assist in your description.)

37. With relation to the selection of teachers, please describe the practic:s you
» use that are most important, effective, or useful. (Enclose any pertinent
‘ materials that assist in ycur description.)

T A

(Please attach additional comments if this space is not sufficient)
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SECTION T1:  EVALUATION OF TEACHFRS

DLRSTRECTTONS FOR SECTION 17
!

\ Proase fndicate all individuals who a:e
vornally favolved with a particular
activity by mavking one or more of the
civeles per line.

. Please relate the positions and titles on
the right ro equivalent ones in your
school svstem. For example, what we have
Tabeled "supervisor' may have such titles ‘
as dircctor, helping teacher, coordinator, L e R
cre. in your district. ' )

Gthaor

(Specife)

FIA, PURPOSES FOR EVALUATION OF TEACHERS
38. determines purposes of evaluation . . .
39. prepares statement of purposes . . . . .

4. communicates purposes to all persons involved
in evaluation procedures . . . . . . .

41, other

1B, DEVELOPMENT OF CRITERTIA FOR EVALUATION
42, determines teacher behaviors that are
Impo~tant . . . « « < . o 0 0 ..

43. deternines relative importance of behaviors

44, determines information to be acquired

45, determines procedures to be used for
acquiring information

46. othex

THFORNATION REGARDING TEACHERS
47, acquirves inforwmation via observation.

48, acquires information directly from the
te~chers being evaluated.

4%, acquires information from indirect sources,
e.g., students, parents, etc.

50. determines adequacy of information collected

51. analyzes and interprets information collected

5Z2. other




Section II: Evaluation of Teachers (continued) 6

IID. USE OF INFORMATION
53. provides written feedback to teachnrs .

54. provides oral feedback to teachers

55. provides information to others

56. maintains record of information or of
information summary .

57. other .

ITE. DECISIONS BASED ON EVALUATION
58. makes decisions regarding changes which should
be made to improve teacher performance

59. makes decisions regarding changes of
assignment . . . . 4 0 4 4w e e e

60. makes recommendations regarding retention .

61. makes recommendations regarding promotions

6”.. makes recommendations regarding release .

63. makes recommendations for exceptional salary
adjustments .

64. other

IIF. OTHER ACTIVI.'Y (specify)

65. .

66. With relation to the evaluation of teachers, please describe any new procedures
that you have adopted during the last five year- Please enclose any materials
that are used with these procedures.)

T

&+

% (Please attach additional comments if this space is not sufficient)
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OTHER ACTIVITY,

con't,

Section TI: Fvaluation of Teachers (continued)

67. Please describe anv revisions which you anticipate in your procedures for
cvaluation of teachers. (Please enclose any pertinent materials that assist
in vour description.)

68. With relation to the evaluation of teachers, please describe what practices
you use that are most important, effective, oi useful. (Please enclose anv
pertinent materials that assist in your description.)

201

(Please attach additional comments if this space is not sufficient)
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2.

SECTION III: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Have you recently completed (or are you presently engaged in) a research
or pilot project concerned with either selection or evaluation of teachers?

Yas I1f yes, please describe and/or enclose the materials
pertinent to the project.

No

Additional comments?

‘Please attach additional comments if this space is not sufficient)
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APPENDIX 2,2

Teacher Selection and Evaluation
Questionnaire

Dear Respor dent:

This questisnnaire has been designed so that you might rcspond to it
quickly and so that we might analyze the results and return them to

you., We are particularly interested in current procedures which vou
have found useful in the selection and evaluation of personnel who

hold at least a Bachelor of Arts degree. Also, we are interested

in any research that you have conducted on your selection and evaluation
procedures,

Since our sample is relatively small and our project is on a tight
schedule, it is important to us that the questions be completed
accurately and promptly. We will appreciate it if you retvrn this
by February 5 in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.

Thank you for your consideration and time in completing this
questionnaire.

Sincerely,

Dale L. Bolton
Principal Investigator

PR R R i LR B P L L R R A S SR R R, R B B L R B S T P R P TR L T B B R B RV R

Name and Title of Respondent

Organization Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Check the number of employees in your organization:

100,000 or more
50,000 to 99,999
25,000 to 49,999
16,000 to 24,999

1 10,000 to 15,999
2 5,000 to 9,999

3 2,500 to 4,999

4 less than 2,500

RN

Please return this questionnaire to:
Selection and Evaluation of Teachers 11-4500
309 Miller Hall, College of Education
University of Washington

Seattle, Washington 98105
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INSTRUCTIONS: Please respond to the following questions.

1. Does your organization have written policy statements regarding YES
the selec’’>n and/or evaluation of personnel? NO
2. Does your organization have written procedural statements YES
regarding the selection and/or evaluation of personnel? NO
3. If "NO" to both Questions 1 and 2 above, please ignore Questions

3-10 and answer Questions 11, 12, 13.

4, If "YES" to Questions 1 or 2 akove, we would appreciate
receiving copies of those statements. (Statements will be
treated as strictly confidential, and returned or destroyed
if you wish.)

statements attached
under separate cover

5. Do the statements in Questions 1 or 2 above describe new or YES
anticipated procedures in the selection and evaluation of NO
personnel?

6. If "NO" to Question 5, we would appreciate receiving copies

of statements describing those new or anticipated procedures.
(Statements will be treated as strictly confidential, and
returned or destroyed if you wish.)

statements attached
under separate cover

7. Do the statements in Questions 1 or 2 describe anticipated YES
revisions in the selection and evaluation of personnel? NO
8. If "NO" to Question 7, we would appreciate receiving copies
of statements describing those revisions. (Statements will

be treated as strictly confidential, and returned or destroyed
if you wish.)

statements attached
under separate cover

9. Do the statements in Questions 1 or 2 indicate which selection YES
and evaluation procedures are most beneficial or useful? NO
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

10.

11,

12,

13,

Lf "NO" to Questicn 9, we would appreciate it if you would describe
below which procedures are most useful or beneficisl.

Have you recently completed (or are you presently engaged in) YES
a8 research project concerned with either selection or evalua- NO
tion of employees?

If "YES" to Question 11, we would appreciate receiving copies
of statements describing the research and preliminary results,
if any. (Statements will be treated as strictly conridential,
and returned or destroyed if you wish.)

statements attached
under separate cover

We would appreciate veur making any comments regarding current

procedures which you are using which might be applicable to
selection and evaluation of teachers.
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Interview: Selgigion
Person interviewed Organization
Conducted by
Time start End Total Date

1.

9.

10.

A Y i o
oo
.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

/PPENDIX 2,3

Interview Form

Teacher Selection and Evaluation

Describe how criteria for selection are developed (including
job description, identification of specific behaviors desired,
informaticn used to predict.)

Describe how you de:ernine employment needs.

Descuil= how you plan and conduct your recruitment program.

What information do you collect regarding all applicants?

application transcripts
credentials letters of recommendation
tests telephone recommendations

-

___ bther (explain)

L scribe vour interview process: how do you structure the
interview, and to whit extent? What is the sequence of the
main appraisal interview? Is there any difference in the
interview of experienced and non-experienced applicants?
What questions do you find most beneficial in acquiring
information on applicants?

Desc: ibe how you dezide:

a) which applicants are best qualif:ed (rank ordering)
b) when to make an offer (or delay, or rrcject)

Describe how you cl.eck the process of selection to
determine how successful it is.

Describe liow you train the people involved in various
stages of the selection ¢! upplicants.

Describe how your selection procedures have affected
your organization,

What do vou consider the most unusual and/or effective
aspect of your selection process?
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If you had relatively unlimited resources, what procedures
would vou initiate?

Interview: Evaluation
Describe how the purposes of evaluation are determined.

Describe how criteria for evaluation are developed
(including behaviors that are deemed important, their
relative importanc , information to be acquired, and
procedures to be used for acquiring information.)

Describe how, and under what circumstances, information
regarding performance is gathered (including any prior
activities that might have occurred.)

Describe how the information that is collected is analyzed
and interpreted. (Also describe what records are kept, and
where.)

How is the information used? (Feedback--how? Information
to others? Reports? Records?)

Describe what decisions are made on the basis of the infor-
mation collected. (Changes to be made: for improvement of
employee performance; changes of assignment; retention; pro-
motions; release; salary adjustments; other?)

Describe how you train people invoived in various stages of
the evaluation of teachers.

Describe how your evaluation procedures have affected
your organization.

What do you conside. the rmost unusual or efiective aspect
of wvour evaluation process?

I[f you had relatively unlimita2d resources, what procedures
would vou initiate?
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APPENDIX 2.4

Listing of School Districts to Which
Questionnaires were Sent

Anne Arundel County Public Schools *
Annapolis, Maryland

Atlanta City Public Schools
Atlanta, Georgia

Aurora School District
Aurora, Colorado %%

Baldwin County Public School
System *
Bay Minette, Alabama

Baltimore City Public Schools *
Baltimore, Maryland

Baltimore County Public Schools *
Towson, Maryland

Beaverton Public Schools *
Beaverton, Oregon

Bellevue Public Schools *%
Bellevue, Washington

Berkeley City Unified Schools
Berkeley, California

Beverly Hills Unified Schools *k
Beverly Hills, California

Birmingham City Public Schools
Birmingham, Michigan

Broward County Public School
System Fok
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

*

Camden City Public Schools
Camden, New Jersey

Questionnaire returned

Interviewed
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Chester City Public School
System
Chester, Pennsylvania

Chicago City Public Schools
Chicago, Illinois

Chula Vista City Elementary Schools
Chula Vista, California

Clay County Public School Sysiem
Green Cove Springs, Florida

Clayton Public School System
Clayton, Missouri

Cleveland Public School System
Cleveland, Ohio

Cobb County Public Schools
Marietta, Georgia

Columbus Public School System
Columbus, Ohio

Conroe Independent School District
Conroe, Texas

Cupertino Union Elementary
Schools

Cupertino, California

Dallas -~ lependent School District
Dallas, ‘texas

David Douglas Public Schools #40
Portland, Cregon

Dearborn City Public Schools
Dearborn. Michigan
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DeRKallb County Public Schools
Decatur, Georgia

Denver Public School System
Denver, Colorado

Detroit City Public Schools
Detroit, Michigan

District of Columbhia Public
Schools
Washington, D. C.

Duval County Public School System
Jacksonville, Florida

* Englewood School System

Englewood, Colorado

Euclid Public School System
Euclid, Ohio

#% Evanston Publirs School System

Evanston, ITllinois

* Fairfax County Public School

System
Fairfax, Virginia

Fulton Ccuntv Public Schools
Atlanta, Georgia

Glendale Unified Public Schools
Glendale, California

* Grand Prairie Independent

School District
Grant Prairie, Texas

* Grosse Pointe Public School

System
Grosse Pointe, Michigan

Hawaii Public School Systen
Honclulu, Hawaii

Highland Park Independent
School District
Dallas, Texas

a
x>

ale
xt

*

2

lHighland Park Public School
District #107 =8 and Township
High School
lHighland Park, I1llinois
Highline Public School System
Seattle, Washington

Houston Independent School
District
Houston, Texas

Howard County Public Schools
Clarksville, Maryland

Indianapolis City Public Schools
Indianapolis, Indiana

Jefferson Countyv School District
Lakewnod, Colorado

Jefferson Parish Public Schools
Gretna, Louisiana

Ladue Public School System
Ladue, Missouri

* Lake Washington Public Schools

Kirkland, Washington

Los Angeles Unified Schools
Los Angeles, California

* Memphis City Public Schools

Memphis, Tenressee

Mesquite Independent School
District
Mesquite, Texas

Miami Public School System
Miami, Florida

Midland Public S:zhools
Midland, Michigan

Milwaukee Public School System
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

'(
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Minneapolis Special Public
School System
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Minnetonka Public Schools
Minnetonka, Minnesota

Mobile County Public
School System
Mobile, Alabama

Montgomery County Public
Schools
Rockville, Maryland

Nashville Metropolitan Public
Schools
Nashville, Tennessee

Nassau County Public School
System
Fernandia Beach, Florida

National City Elementary
Schools
National City, California

New Rochelle School System
New Rochelle, New York

New York City Public Schools
Brooklyn, New York

Norristown Area Public School
System
Norristown, Pennsylvania

Gakland City Unified Schools
Jakland, California

Oak Park Public Schools
Oak Park, Illirnois

Orleans Parish Public Schools
New Orleans, Louisiana

* Palm Beach County Public

School System
West Palm Beach, Florida

Parkrose Public Schools #3
Portland, Oregon

*®

%k

k%

Kk
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Parma Public School System
Parma, Ohio

Pasadena City Unified Schools
Pasadena, California

Pasadena Independent School
District
Pasadena, Texis

Phiadelphia Public School
System
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Plaquemines Parish Public Schools
Pointe a la Hache, Louisiana

Portland Public Schools
Portland, Oregon

Prince Georges County Public
Schools
Upper Marlboro, Maryland

Racine County Unified School
District #1
Racine, Wisconsin

Renton School District #403
Renton, Washington

St. Bernard Parish Public Schools
Chalmette, Louisiana

St. Johns County Public School
System
St. Augustine, Florida

St. Louis City Public School
System

St. Louis, Missouri

St. Paul Public Schools
St. Paul, Minnesota

San Diego City Unified Schools
San Diego, California
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San Francisco Unified School
District
San Francisco, California

Santa Monica Unified District
Santa Monica, California

Scarsdale Public Schools
Scarsdale, New York

Seattle Public Schools
Seattle, Washington

Shaker Heights Public School
System
Shaker Heights, Ohio

Shelby County Independent
School District
Memphis, Tennessee

Shoreline Public School System
Seattle, Washington

Shorewood Public School System
Shorewoocd, Wisconsin

Spring Valley Elementary
Schools
l.a Mesa, California

* Texas City Independent School

District
Texas City, Texas

University City Public School
System
St. Louis, Missouri

* Upper Arlington Public School

System
Columbusg, 0Ohio

Warren Township Metropolitan
School District
Indianapolis, Indiana

Washir-ton Township Schools
Indianc.polis, Indiana

Waterford Township Public School
System
Pontiac, Michigan

Wauwatosa Public School Svstem
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin

Wayne Township Public¢ School
System
Indianapolis, Tndiana

Webster Groves Public School
System
Webster Groves, Missouri

*% WYhite Plains Puhklic Schools
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White Plains, New York

Whitehall Public School
System
Whitehall, Ohio

Worthington Public School
System
Worthington, Ohio




APPENDIX 2.5

Listing of Businesses to Which
Questionnailres were Sent

Aluminum Co. of America
Pittsburgh, Pa.

American Can Co.
New York, N. Y.

* American Cyanamid Co.
Wayne, N, Y.

* American Motors Corp.
Detroit, Mich.

*% AT &T

New York, N. Y.

Burlington Industries
Greensboro, N. C.

Campbell Soup Co.
Camden, N. J.

Cannon Mills Co,
Kannapolis, N. C.

Caterpillar Tractor Co.
Peoria, 111,

Celanese Corp.
New York, N. Y.

Pfizer & Co.

Co.

Crown Cork and Seal Co.

American Tobacco Co. * Chas.
New York, N, Y. New York, N, Y.

* Anaconda Co. *% Chevrolet Motor Div.
New York, N. Y, Detroit, Mich.
Armour & Co. #*% Chrysler Corp.
Chicago, IlI. Detroit, Mich.

Avon Products, Inc. Colgate-Palmolive Co.
New York, N. Y, New York, N. Y.

*% Battelle Memorial Institute Colt Industries
Columbus, Ohio New York, N. Y.
Bendix Corp. % Continental Can
Detroit, Mich. New York, N. Y.

*% Boeing Co. *% Control Data Corp.
Seattle, Wash. Minneapolis, Minn,

* Boise Cascade Corp.

Boise, Ida. Philadelphia, Pa.
Bristol-Myers Co. * Del Monte Corp.

New York, N. Y,

Brunswick Corp.
Chicago, I11l.

* Questionnaire returned

*% Interviewed
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San Francisco, Calif.

Diamond International
New York, N, Y.

249




_ e i ppes . Csufficient
f)iil_ (Please attach additional comments if this space is not sufficient)
f

2138
3 .
Donnelley & Sons * Hoerner-Waldorf
Chicago, 111, St. Paul, Minn.
#* Dow Chemical Co. ** Honeywell
Midland, Mich, Minneapolis, Minn.
* K. I. du Pont de Nemours Humble 0il and Refining Co.
Wilmington, Del. Houston, Tex.
Fastman Kodak Co. IBM
Rochester, N. v, Armonk, N. Y.
ok Federal-Mogul Corp. * International Paper Co.
Detroit, Mich, New York, N. Y.
Firestone Tire & Rubber *TTG&T
Akron, Ohio New York, N. v.
* Flintkote Co. International Utilities
White Plains, N. Y. Toronto, Canada
“* Ford Motors Johnson & Johnson
Dearborn, Mich. New Brunswick, N, J.
General Electric Litton Industries, Inc.
New York, N. Y. Beverly Hills
* General Foods Lockheed Aircraft
White Plains, N. Y. Burbark, Calif.
* General Motors Corp. L T V Aerospace Corp.
Detroit, Mich. Dallas, Texas
General Tel. and Flec. Mattel Inc.
New York, . Y. Hawthorne, Calif.
Genesco Inc, * McDonnell Douglas
Nashville, Tenn. St. Louis, Mo.

“ Georgia~Pacific Corp. Minnesota Mining and Mfg.

Portland, Ore. St. Paul, Minn.
* Goodyear Tire & Rubber Monsanto
Akron, Ohio St. Louis, Mo.
“ Gulf & Western Indust. * National Cash Register
1 New York, N. Y. Dayton, Ohio
K Hart Schaffner & Markx National Dairy Products
Chicago, I11. New “ork, N. Y.

Py

Heath Tecna Corp. National Industries, Inc.
Kent, WwWash. Louisville, Ky,
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N. American Rockwell
El Segundo, Calif.

Pacific Car & Foundry
Renton, Wash.

Pepsico, Inc.
New York, N. Y.

Polaroid Corp.
Cambridge, Mass.

Proctor & Gamble
Cincinnati, Ohio

R CA
New York, N. Y,

Ralston Purina Co.
St. Louis, Mo.

Raytneon Co.
Lexington, Mass.

Remington Arms Co.
Bridgeport, Conn.

Revlon, Inc.
New York, N. Y.

R. J. Reynolds Tobacco
Winston-Salem, N. C.

Rexall Drug & Chemical
Los Angeles, Calif.

Sears Rcebuck
Chicago, Ill.

Seattle-First National Bank

Seattle, Wash.

Shell 0il Co.
New York, N. Y.

Singer Co.
New York, New York

Sperry Rand Co.
New York, N, Y.

Standard Brands Inc.

New York, N. Y.
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Standard 0il Co.
New York, N. Y.

State Farm
Salem, CUre.

Swift & Co,
Chicago, I11.

T R W Systems
Redondo Beach, Calif.

Tecumseh Products Co.
Tecumseh, Mich.

Texas Instruments Inc.
Dallas, Texas

Textron Inc.
Providence, R. I.

1imes Mirror Co.
Los Angeles, Calif.

Union Carbide Corp.
New York, N. Y.

United Aircraft
East Hartford, Conn.

U. S. Plywood-Champion
New York, N. Y.

U. S. Steel Corp.
New York, N. Y.

W. R. Grace & Co.
New York, N. Y.

Papers

Warner Lambert Pharmaceutical

Morris Plains, N. J.

Weyerhaeuser Co.
Tacoma, Wash.

Westinghouse Electric
Pittsburgh, Pa.

*% Xerox Corp.

Rochester, N. Y.
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APPENDIX 2.6

Listing of Governmental Agencies
to Which Questionnaires were Sent

#% ALC-NASA Installation
space Nuclear Propulsion Office

Germantown, Md.

Air Force, Department of the

The Pentagon
Washington, D. C.

Army, Department of the
The Pentagon
Washington, D. C.

**% Central Intelligence

Agency
Washington, D. C.

Civil Service Commission,
U. S.
Washington, is. C.

Electronics Research
Center
Cambridge, Mass.

#*% Foderal Bureau of

Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Jet Propulsion
Laboratory
Pasadena, Calif,.

Manned Spacecraft
Center
Houston, Texas

NASA-Ames Research
Center
Moffett Field, Calif.

"ASA-Ldwards Flight
Research Center
Edwards, Calif.

* Questionnaire returned

*% Tnterviewed
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NASA-Goddard Space
Flight Center
Greenbelt, Md.

NASA-John F. Kennedy
Space Center
Kennedy Space Center, Fla.

NASA-Langley Research
Center
Langiey Field, Va.

NASA-Lewis Research
Center
Cleveland, 0Ohio

NASA-George C. Marshall
Space Flight Center
Huntsville, Alabama

NASA-Wallops
Station
Wallops, Virginia

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration
Washington, D. C.

Navy, Department of the
The Pentagon
Washington, D. C.
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APPENDIX 3.1

A Short Discussion of Criterion Variables

Conditions change under which individuals teach, and this
affects the behavior that they exhibit. For example, the
type of supervision in a given building might change
drastically with a change of principals; consequently more
or less assistance with certain activities might be
expected. Also, the behaviors considered important might
change as the student population changed. The changes in
these two factors, conditions of work and nature of the
student population, account for the dynamic nature of the
teacher behaviors being predicted and the difficulty of
obtaining long-lasting predictions. Since it is necessary
to validate felection processes locally and sin.e the
criterion variables are dynamic, the validity of predictor
variables should be reviewed frequently. 1If we consider
the two dimensions of differentiation and validity, a
variable might range from high to low in each dimension.
If these two dimensions are dichotomized into low and high
categories, then four conditions emerge:

Validity Differentiation
1. high high
2. low high
3. low low
4. high low
CONCLUSION

Variables which are non-differentiating or
lacking in validity may be eliminated from
constideration in the selection process.
(position: research staff)

Condition No. 1 is desirable in that it indicates vele-
vant variables on which teachers can be measured as
different. An example of this type of wvariable might

be creativity which is observed in practice teaching
activities. Condition Ne. 2, however, is meaningless for
validating a selection procedure., For example, height
might differentiate among teachers, but is probably
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irrelevavt to most school system goals. It seems ohvious
that variables identified by Condition No. 3 are to be
rejected. However, variables represented by Condition
No. 4 are less easily disposed of. For example, observa-
tions of kindergarten teachers' empathy for children
during practice teaching might be considered very rele-
vant (valid) for the job, yet a group of applicants for
kindergarten positions may vary only slightly on this
characteristic. Therefore, this factor becomes useless
for validating the selection process., In fact, if the
measurement of all kindergarten applicants on this variable
yields similar results, then the correlation with any
other variables will approach zero and there will be no
predictive value.

The selection of variables might proceed by first identi-
fying variables which have evidence of being valid, check-
ing their discrimination, and finally checking the validity
of those which do discriminate,

Where multiple predictor variables are used to predict
criteria, one should ascertain whether they interact with
each other so that one compensates for the other. For
example, does intelligence compensate for hard work or
diligence cr vice versa; would experience substitute for
education?

Some predictor variables interact with each
other in such a manner that one compensates

for the other; where this occurs, individuals
assessed on a number of dimensions may differ
quantitatively on several dimensions and still
have an overall prediction of similar utility to
the organization. (position: research staff)

A complicating factor to the interaction of variables is
the fact that compensation may occur only within certain
ranges of the variable. For example, hard work may com-
pensate for intelligence if a minimum level of intelli-
gence is available., This is illustrated in the figure
below where the shaded region is acceptable predicted
benavior. Note that no behavior is satisfactory if
variable a is slightly larger than x, or if variable b
f~1ls below y,. However, if variable a is slightly
larger than x;, a large amour.c of variable b will compen-
sate for the small amount of a. It seems obvious that
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Figure A3.1. Compensatory Nature of Variables.

Variable b

=
Yl .

Variable a

the use of multiple cutoff scores would now allow
compensation of some abilities for others required on
the job. Since assumptions regarding compensation and
the use of multiple cutoffs do yield different results,
it is essential to specify where compensation occurs

if consistent decisions are to be made.

In addition, such compensation may occur in some
positions and not in others. Therefore, it is necessary
to decide which variables interact for each position
that is considered to be unique.
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